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BULWICK, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ; 

RECTOR^ 

REV. JOHN THOMAS TRYON. 



liuLWiCKy or as it was sometimes spelt Bolewyke, is in the Himdrecl 
of Corby, ten miles from Stamford, on the road to Kettering, and is 
situated in Weldon Deanery. The Church, of which we present a south 
yi^w, is a Tery fine specimen of that peculiarity in architecture for which 
this -county is one of the most celebrated in the kingdom. The Tower 
and stone Spire are models of their kind ; simply elegant in their gene* 
ral appearance, they combine the most just proportions with a taste- 
ful distribution of ornament. Four plain graduated buttresses at the 
angles support the Tower ; its basement, fourteen feet by ten, as high 
as the body of the Church, is plain ; but the lofty story which rises aboy«> 
is ornamented on each face with two united, and very elegantiy pro- 
portioned pointed windows, filled with tracery in the upper part, and di- 
vided by a transom in the middle ; aboye, is a rich band or fascia filled 
with quatrefoils, &c., and grotesque heads, forming water-spouts at the 
angles ; the Tower, is finished with an' embattled parapet. The Spire, of 
stone, which rises to a considerable height, is octagonal, pierced with two 
tier of tabernacled openings, on alternate sides, and is terminated by a 
yane ; the Church standing on an eminence above the village, the spire 
is a most pleasing object for many pniles. The structure consists of a 
body, north and south aisles, and a chancel ; its total length is ninety feet 
six- inches ; breadth, including the aisles^ forty-nine feet six inches. The 
entrance is by a porch on the south side; the body of the Church is.dir 
vided from the chancel by a screen, and, on the south side the altar, is 
the triple sedilia of stone, and a piscina. Bridges, in his history of this 
county, mentions the following memorials ; but, from alterations, during 
the various repairs the Church has undergone, some of them no longer 
exist. In the chancel is a stone to the memory of the Rev. John 
Nobles, who had been Rector of this parish forty-two years, ob. 1692, 
set. 69, and, on the east wall, a tablet to the Rev. Charles Nettleton, 
twenty-six years Rector of the parish, ob. 1719, aet. 67 ; there is also 
now remaining another stone in the north wall of the Chancel to the 
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ST. NICHOLAS' CHURCH, BULWICK^ NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

memory of the Rev. Francis Jackson, who was forty-nine years Rector 
of this parish, ob. 1770, «t. 75. 

Near the screeq, in the body of the Chhrch^ is a^biass, with this in* 
scription : / 

** l^te jacent W\\Vxm$ €t0o^ et leargareta u]ror eju^ ^ut jiaibem 
iBJirm-i — xix*^ — -die vataM a?'Hs^ a'no-^'nf IHUftmo cccc». 
Lxxxii. quor' aTabujS propC "* 

Against the south wall, a mural monument, with the figures of an 
elderly man a|id woi^an kneeling on opposite sides of a prte dien in- 
scribed below, nobis vita tolus Ckristus est; beneath the figures are re- 
presented six children, EUzabetha, Johannes* Gulielmus, Ricardus, Ca- 
rolus, and Josias. Arms, vert, a Jieur de lis, argent. Crest, a goaf» 
head proper.' Above the figures this inscription, ''Hie jacet Henriens 
Eowkes Miles uxor^ue ^us fidissima domina Jana, Roberti Deny* 
Equitis de Brickton, comitatu Devon, filia, adjacet tumulafoquss pdSti« 
quam a praedicto conji|ge cum unica gnata unde^im filios peperit umi 
cum decimo tertio, Augusti 23, anno domini, 1600, in partu obiit, itidem 

Henricus Miles leAo solvit debitum die anno Domini • " Om a 

board against the 8duth-i|irest pillar, ** John Brown, confectioner, .ddMD 
and {Salter, of London, eldest son to William Brown, late of Btilwieit 
town, gave, in' the year 1662, when come was deare, to the poor of IUp 
town of Bill wick, bein^ the place of his nativity, the somme of tfaret 
pounds teii shillings." 

In this parish was formerly a Guild to the honor of St« Anne ; by t^ 
commissioners' return, the second year of the reign of Edward VI., It 
was certified to be possessed of a stock money gathered of men's de^ 
votions bestowed on lights and drinking in gange week, amounting to 
eight pounds, six shillings, and eight pence. 

In the Ghurch^yard here was also founded a chantry to the honor of 
St. Anne and our Lady, by Oeoffiy Capp^ ; Henry, Duke of Lui«- 
caster, John of Ghent, and Loftd WBliam Zouche, for two priests. 

The Church is at present undergoing a repair at the expense of the 
parish, when new pews, and a new pulpit and readings-desk of oak^ are 
to be erected. 
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KETTERING, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ; 

RECTOR, 

THE REV. B. W. FLETCHER. 



The pride and ornament of our Parish Churches are, no doubt, the 
lofty spires which, it may be observed, are generally found to be more 
prevalent in the flat than in the hilly counties. Northamptonshire 
abounds with them, and the example we have here selected may rank 
with the most elegant. Mr. Dallaway, in his Observations on English 
Architecture, has justly remarked, '' that the more beautiful specimens 
of a species of architecture exclusively our own, (for upon the Conti- 
nent the spire is rarely seen,) are extremely simple, and owe their 
effect to their fine proportions, unbroken by ornamental particles." This 
observation strikes us particularly with regard to the spires of this 
county, in which the several openings, surmounted by tabernacled ca- 
nopies, break the beautiful outline of the principal object, and although 
they may give a richness of effect, deprive the spire of the chaste sim- 
plicity of its original design. 

At the west end of this Church, which is dedicated both to Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul, is the embattled Tower, represented in our plate, three 
stories in height, graceful in its. ornaments, and just in its proportions, 
having at each angle a small hexangular turret; from hence rises the 
spire, enriched with crockets, and terminating in a vane ; on opposite 
sides of the spire are the small windows or openings above mentioned. 
Besides the body of the Church, which is really handsome, and is very 
generally admired, there is a North and South Aisle, separated from it 
by remarkably fine pillars, and a Chancel. In some of the windows of 
the Aisles are still remaining fragments of the painted glass, with which 
they were formerly filled, consisting chiefly of mutilated portraits of Ec- 
clesiastics, and Saints of the Church. 

During the late repairs, it became necessary to clear the walls of the 
whitewash, when a curious painting, apparently of the period of Henry 
VII., was discovered on the north wall of the Church. It represents 
a pilgrim with a greyhound, &c. This interesting relique is preserved to 
public view, principally through the praiseworthy exertions of a respect- 
able antiquary residing in the town. 
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KETTBRINO CHURCH, N0RTHAMPT0MSHIRB« 

On the back of the screen dividing the North Aisle from the Chancel, 
are figures of a man .and fonr sons, aqd a woman and four daughters^ 
with this inscription over their heads^ 4^iatt ftn aTabUit W&kttki 

SStirgt^ et %n])anm aitcfe et €lmhttif upomm tjnf et animabtii^ 
amnmm SKenefactorum ^uontm» SLmtn^ Underneath the figures is 

inscribed, '* Who so redis mi name shal faaye Godys BIyssing and Our 
Ladys, and my Wyfis doe sey the same." 

Over the North Porch are two sculptured shields, the first bearing. 
Two keys endorsed in saltier, four cross crosslets fitchfe, arms of the 
Episcopal see of Peterborough. And the second charged with. Two 
swords in saltier, perhaps the see of London. 

In the Church are no Monuments, except a small brass inlaid against 
the wall, for a member of the famUy of Sawyer, who endowed an hos- 
pital in this town for six poor widows. In the Church-yard are Ate 
remains of an ancient Tomb, without any inscription, but which, firom 
an authentic tradition, was erected for the person who built the steeple. 
Over the Porch doof are three handscmie niches, beautifully sculptured, 
in which were formerly statues of St Peter, St Paul, and the Founds 
of the Church, destroyed hy the puritans in the time of Oliver Cromwell, 
Over this Porch is a cell, anciently used by one of the Monks of Peter- 
borough, to the Abbot of which a weekly market was granted for Ami 
support of the said Monk. 

Since the induction <^ the Bey. B. W,. Fletcher, the present Rector, 
the Church has been newly peWed^ ^d Galleries have been erected. 
The Bight Honorable Lord Sondes is noir the Patron. 

The Town of Kettering in Huzloe Hundred, is pleasantly sitnated oi^ 
a gentle asoent, above a toanA of the Biver Nen, and coatamed in 
the year 1811, s^ven hundred and thirteen houses, with a population 
of three thousand two hundred and focty^two persons. 
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OXFORD; 

CURATE, 

THE REV, J. BRADFORD. 



In a selectioD of Views of Churches, made for the purpose of illustrat- 
ing the Ecclesiastical Architecture of the kingdom, it is conceived not 
improper to introduce a structure erected in the Italian manner, which 
so much prevailed from the time of Inigo Jones to the present period, 
although we decidedly object to the preference which is now given to it, 
over what is called the Gothic style. The church of All Saints, one of 
the principal in Oxford, has often and justly been praised by critics in 
architecture. Mr. Dallaway, after reciting the censure of Walpole upon 
modern churches, and the true observation of Murphy, that they are a 
vile compound, Italy having furnished the ground plan, Greece the Por- 
tico, and France, or Germrny, the Spire ; thus remarks upon All Saints, 
which he tells us was built by Dr. Henry Aldrich, the accomplished 
Dean of Christ Church, one of the most perfect architects of his time. 
" The spire has fewer objectionable parts than almost all those of Wren, 
Hawksmoor, or Gibbs, and the Church, with its Corinthian Portico, 
no less than the accuracy of its internal proportions, is uncommonly 
correct in composition and elegant in effect." Anecdotes, p. 105. 

The plate represents the view of the north side, being taken from 
Lincoln College Lane, looking towards the High Street, in which the 
Church also forms a prominent and interesting object. It is constructed 
of a perishable stone, consequently many of the projecting parts have 
lost their sharpness, and the admirable details cf its architecture have 
been impaired ; but as a picture its effect is probably increased, the 
mouldering stone blending more happily with the venerable structures 
by which it is surrounded. 

The entablature is remarkably bold; this is carried round the building, 

and is supported by coupled columns of the Corinthian order, a mode 

purely Italian. Its length is made to admit four large arch-headed 

windows and a noble portico, the columns are not fluted, and the frieze 

is perfectly plain ; all its gVandeur is therefore derived from the justness 
1 
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OXFORD; 

VICAR, 

THE REV. H. W. BUCKLEY, M. A. 



This Church is considered to be one of the oldest in the kingdom, and 
its foandation is attributed to St Grynbald, whose high character for 
piety and learning induced King Alfred to send a deputation to Rheims, 
in France, to persuade him to leave bis own country, and to make Eng- 
land his residence. At the court of Alfred he became the companion 
of the celebrated Asser, whose Annals of the Reign of Alfred have been 
justly appreciated by the antiquary and the historian. In this work we 
have the accpnnt of Grymbakl's presiding, by the direction of Alfred, Qvet- 
the University of Oxford, and his reipoval from tliat place to Winches- 
ter» and since it tends to establish the high antiquity and origin of this 
Chnrch, may here be related. 

In the year d86 a discord arose at Oxford between the old residents of 
the place, and Grymbald, and those persons whom he had brought 
with him* The former were attached to their established customs, and 
were unwilling entirely to obey the new institutions of Grymbald. The 
disfltenston lasted for three years, and Alfred himself at length went per* 
. sonally to Oxford to reconcile these differences. It appears that tho 
king, anxious for the peace and welfltre of his university, did not so 
immediately favour the cause of Grymbald as might have been expected. 
He ai^inted an audience, at which the different arguments of each 
party might fairly be discussed. The old schoolmen contended, that 
before the arrival of Grymbidd letters had flourished there, though the 
scholars had been fewer ; and they proved, by the indubitable testimony 
of ancient annalsi that the ordinances and institutes of the place had 
been established by some pious and ^erudite men, as Gildas, Melkin, 
Nennius, Kentigem, and others,»who there grew old in letters; and 
that St. Germanus, who had gone through the country, successfully 
combating and preaching against the errors of Pelagius, had resided 
half a year at Oxford; and that these institutions had been approved of 
by him. The arguments of Grymbald are not stated, but the king not im- 
mediately deciding against him, yet recommended peace and miftual cop- 
cessions tp either party. 
1 



ST. PETfi]l*8 CHUBCH IN THB SAST» OXVORD. 



Grfymbftld felt himself aggrieTed at this, aad instaatly retired to the 
monastery at Winchester, recently founded by Alfred, and cansed to be 
removed to Winchester the rery tomb in which it had been his intention 
that his bones shoald be deposited after his decease. This tomb had 
been made in a vault under the chancel of St. Peter^s Church in Oxfwrd, 
which church Grymbald himself had built from the very foundationy of 
stone, hewn and polished with the utmost care.* 

The vaulted Crypt is of no ordinary beauty, evidently of Saxon ar- 
chitecture, and is scarcely to be considered inferior to that mder the 
Cathedral of Canterbury. It is thirty-six feet l<Hig, and twenty feet 
ten inches in width, being divided into three aisles, each of wUch b 
terminated at its western extremity by an arched door-way. One of 
these is reported to have been the entrance to a subterraneous passage, 
and the traces of the hinges of a door are still visible* They are, how- 
eyer now converted into the sacred repositories of the dead. The roof 
is low and vaulted, supported by eight massive pillars, on the capitals of 
some of which some admirable carving is still visible, and which has 
much exercised the ingenuity of the antiquary to decipher. Eveiy^care 
has lately been taken, under the direction of the Rev. S. W. Hughes, M.A. 
the present curate, with appropriate taste, to restore and preserve this 
venerable relic of ages long gone by; the mouldering bones and skalls, 
with which its floor was strewed, hav^been removed and re-buried in the 
church-yard, the windows and arches have been repaired, but it is much 
to be lamented that it is still liable to be flooded in winter from the rise of 
the level of the land-springs. 

The Chancel itself, represented in plate 2, is. partieulariy worthy of 
notice for two beautiful Saxon windows, ornamented with chevrou 
mouldings, and from the richly sculptured intersecting arches, wUdi sup- 
port the roof. The groining is of stone, and there aie winding staircases 
inserted in the walls which lead to the parts above it The whole s^ 
of the Chancel corresponds with the interior of Iffley Churah, and there 
M also a striking similarity between the south door of St Peter's and the 
western entrance of that venerable fabric* 

The remainder of the Church has the same character of bmlding with 
the edifices of the time of Henry Y. and is built in the pomted stj^e. The 
large window on the south side contains, in its upper part, some beauti* 
ful specimens of old Painted Glass; and in one of those on the north 
side is a curious symbol of the Trinity. 

* The pwsa^ in Asaeriu Menevensis is as follows ;~" At Grymbaldns hsc iniquD 
animo gerens, statim ad monasterium Wintoniense ab Alfredo recens fiindatum profidsce- 
batur, deinde tmnbam Wintoniam transferri cnrayit, in qu& proposuerat post hujns Tits 
eurricufaim ossa sua reponenda in testudine, qns erat facta subter cancellum ecclesin Divi 
Petri in Onaik, qvam qoidi^ ecdesiain idem Giymbaldus extnixerat ab ipso fundaments 
de saxo, siunmll cur^ peipolito.— TFtie's Edition tf Asseriut Menevenm, page 53. 
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ST. petbr's church in the east, oxford. 

■ We must not omit to mention its richly ornamented porch, in Which , 
on tiie one side^ are the remains of a Benetier, or vessel for holy water; 
and the stone in the seat beneath has the appearance of being much worn 
by the bended knee. On the other side, in a window, is the fragment of an 
antique font, which was dug out from the Church-yard. It is of curious 
an^d yery ancient workmanship,, and once cpntained in bold relief the 
figures of the Twelve Apostles. The present font is of carved wood, 
and represents Adam and Eve at the foot of the forbidden tree, in the 
centre of which b the vessel for the consecrated water, the cover being 
curiously formed by the foliage. . 

There is a peculiarity in the construction of the Tower of the Church, 
that it tapers very considerably towards the top, but the interior is 
built straight, so that the amazing strengdi of its foundations may readily 
be conceived ; it contains a good peal of six bells. 

The body of the Church is about seventy-six feet long, and forty-two 
feet wide. The length of the Chancel is thirty-nine feet, but its whole 
character would evidently be improved, by removing the Organ and 
Loft, and placing it in the Western Gallery, thus affording a connected 
and uninterrupted view of the Chancel. The Organ is in great part 
the work of Father Smith; it was repaired, and additions made to 
it by Messrs. Green and Byfield of London, by subscription from the 
inhabitants and contributions from the Heads of Colleges within the 
parochial limits, about the year 1760, at which time the whole edifice was 
repaired and new pewed at the expense of the Parish. 

Many persons of local distinction and of eminence in the literary 
wodd are buried within this Church; and among these we may mention 
Dillenius, formerly Sherardian Professor of Botany, the Langbaines^ 
and Potters, and many Heads of Colleges and Halls within the pre- 
cincts of the Parish; many of the Principals of Hart Hall, now de- 
molished, and the family of the Prewins have found their last resting 
place within this venerable pile. Here lie also the remains of Josiah 
Piillen, whose name will survive as long as the wiell known tree planted 
by his own hand on Headington Hill shall continue int existence. There 
are also several memorials and incriptions on brasses affixed to the walls. 
One of these, to Dr. Richard Radcliffe, and another to the memory of 
Simon Parrett, and Elizabeth his wife, which we have here transcribed. 
It records the unosual circumstance of his having been twice Proctor 
of the University. 

Here resteth the bodies of Simon Parrett/ Muter of Arti, late Fellow of Ma^- . 
dalen College, and twise Proctor of the University of Oifiwd, and Elizabeth, his 
wife, daughter of Edward Love, of Aenohe, in the county of Northampton, £s- 
quier, which Simon departed this worlde, the 24 day of Septebr. in the yeie of 
oar Lorde God MCCCC84, and in the yere of his age 71. And Elizabeth de- - 
parted in childbed, the zxvii day of December* in the yere of oure Lorde God 
MCCCCC72, and in the year of her age xlii. 
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ST. petbr's church in the east, oxford. 

Besides the historical narmtiTe already noticed^ we £nd that meiitibn 
of this Church is made' in Domesday Book, whereby it appears that it' 
belonged at that time to the king. By William the Conqueror it was 
granted to Robert D'Oyley, a Norman Baron, to whom the Castle of 
Oxford likewise belonged ; and there is in the possession of Bidiard 
Bignell, Esq., of Middeton Stoney» a ring which, tradition says, ac- 
companied the gift of this Castle, and was the token of regal fayour.^ 
Prom D'Oyley's heirs the Church returned by escheat to the crown, but* 
in the reign* ^ fienry the Third it was granted to Merton College, in 
the gift of which the living still remains. 

St. Peter^ in the^East was» formerly used as fte Umrersity Church, 
and the<afterii6bn sernion is still preached here during the whole of Lent, 
the preachenr being appointed by the Yice'GhanceDor, an annual pay- 
ment of a small sum being nevertheless itiade to the Parish. There is 
<dso a morning sermon on the anniversaiy of St. Simon and St Jude 
preached here by a member of University College. 

Thcf Churchyard offers litOe worthy of^ab^etvati^n, except indeed the 
tomb of t^cdebrated klidquary, Thomas Heitme, formerly Vice Prin- 
cipal ^ liSiiiund Hall. It Is situated near th^ south-east angle of the 
building,' and bear» the foUo^^tng inscription' trntten by Heame himself. 

Here lieth the body of Thomas Heaine, M. A. who studied and preserved an- 
tiquities. He died June 10, 1735, aged 55 years. Deut zzxii, 7. Remember 
the days of old, consider the yean of many generations ; ask thy father, and he 
will shew thee ; thy elders, and they will tell thee« Job. viii. 8, 9, 10. Enquire, I 
pray thee, &c. * . 

It was repaired by Dr. I(awlinsoii in 1754; but it is now fast verging 
to decay, mucli to the regret of those whoise similarity of taste and pur- 
suits ikust l^^d them tp venerate his memory and name. 

The parish, in the Census of 1811, contained 174 inhabited houses, 
and 1,104 persons ; within its. limits are Magdalen College, New Col- 
lege, C^een's College, part of University College, and the Halls of 
St Edmund, Magdalen, and a part of St. Alban's Hall. Hart Hall, 
long since dissolved, was also within its limits, but it is almost en- 
tirely pulled down; Magdaten Hall is now made an appendage of 
the College of Magdalen, and the Students of the Hall have removed 
to the place where Hart Hall formerly stood, where a handsome modern 
edifice has been erected, but which does not sufficiently accord with 
the ancient character of the contiguous buildings. It consists of two 
wings, one forming the residence of the Principal, the other rooms for 
the junior members of the Hall. The wings are connected by a neat 
Stone Gateway, forming the entrance to the quadrangle. 
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I? ^PP^ars from ancient documents that a Churph, de^icf^ted (f) ^^ 
M^TJ Magdalen, was erected on the same site with the present veoe? 
r^bli^ fabric, so early as the eighth century. It was said to have beei| 
l)uilt by \h^ permission of St. Frideswide, who died about the year 739« 
I^ittle, or perhaps none of that ancient Structure now remains; an4 i| W 
obyipusy from the irregularity of the present Church, that it has bc4||{ 
^rec^d at various periods, and experienced successive alterations. Im-r 
xiie4i9tely after the Conquest, St. Mary Magdalen's Chgrch came inf9 
the possession of Robert D*Oily, who having, in 1074, founded t|i^ 
Qqfiege of Sx, George within the walls of Oxford Castle, gave fliis 
Church to the secular Canons whom he established there. Fifty ye^ff 
afterwards, Robert D'Oily the second, who founded Osney Abbey, 
translated the College of St. George and its endowments, including St. 
Mary Magdalen's Church, to his new Monastery. On the Dissolution 
of Osney Abbey, in the reign of Henry VHI., the Vicarage of St. Mary 
Magdalen was given to Christ Church, the Dean and Chapter of which 
are the present patrons. 

The Church is situated in the North Suburbs of the City, between the 
Corn-market, and St. Giles*s-street. It consists of four parallel Aisles, 
which are terminated on the east by a Chancel, and on the west by 
a square embattled Tower. The northern and southern Aisles were 
heretofore chantries ; the former is ascribed to the Lady Devorgilla, 
Foundress of Haliol College, who built it about the year 1290, for the 
use of the members of that society, who had not then any Chapel within 
their walls. The southern Aisle is the most striking part of the whole 
Fabric ; this is considered to have been founded originally by Hugh^ 
Bishop of Lincoln, in the year 1194, at the time when Richard I. 
returned from captivity, and was probably intended and used as a 
Chapel to the neighbouring Palace of Beaumont, in which that king was 
born. This Chapel being decayed, was rebuilt in the reign of Edward 
III.9 1337, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary; the style of its Archi- 
1 
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tecture is particularly pure, and without a profusion of ornament, is en- 
riched by a due proportion of decorated members. Its pointed windows 
are great ornaments to the southern front of the Church ; they are placed 
between buttresses, adorned by canopied niche's, containing mutilated 
remains of statues : an open-work parapet adds to the effect of this part 
of the building, as seen in Plate I., which, we are happy to learn, is at 
present undergoing considerable reparation. The Tower was built in 
the reign of- Henry VIIL: it is substantial, but neat, and contains five 
bells. 

The stone Font in this Church, represented in Plate II., is very rich 
in its ornaments, and is probably of the date of Edward II[.*s time. 
The term font, as used by the early Fathers of the Church, implied the 
fountain, or pool, wherein persons were baptized, and was aflerwards 
employed to signify the vase, capable of total immersion, of which des- 
cription this font seems to be. ' ' It rises from a comparatively small base, 
and expands in eight divisions, highly enriched with very bold tracery, 
deeply cut, forming a pointed :arch, and a large trefoil, above which is a 
fillet sculptured with foliage ; and on every one of the eight sides of the 
uppermost division of the font, are three quatrefoils, each containing a 
plain shield. The top is formed of wood, and is removable at pleasure, 
by means of a small crane. 

The Parish contains 370 houses, and a population of about 2,20O» 
bemg the largest in' llie city. 
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1 HIS Church, now one of the principal architectural ornaments of the 
finest street in England, if not of Europe, is an ancient foundation, and 
was granted by King Edward H., with all appurtenances, to the Pro- 
vost and Fellows of Oriel College, which still retains the patronage. 
That king was the founder of Oriel College, which in reality owes its 
erection to the suggestion and liberality of his Almoner, Adamlc Brome, 
who was buried in a Chapel of his name attached to this Church. 
With respect to the present edifice, it appears that in the reign of King 
Henry VH. the Church was in such a ruinous state, that the University 
in Congregation, Feb. 1486, John Russel, Eishop of Lincoln, being then 
Chancellor, appointed Stephen Browne to be their Proctor, to intercede 
with the bishops and other spiritual and wealthy persons for money to 
rebuild it, which appeal produced most liberal contributions, and that 
consequently in the year 1498 the present building was erected. It 
also appears from Antony a Wood, that Richard Fitzjames, D. D. 
Bishop of Rochester, Almoner to King Henry VII., and the brother of 
Sir John Fitzjames, Lord Chief Justice, contributed very liberally 
towards the completion of this Church, in consequence of which his 
arms, quartering those of Draycot, were sculptured in stone over the 
north door. His coat of arms, together with those of Cardinal Morton, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Edmund Audley, Bishop of Salisbury, 
who, it is probable, also contributed, were on the basement of the stone 
pulpit formerly in this Church as well as upon the roof of the Old 
Library, now the Common Law School, on the east end of the north side 
of the building. The Church consists of a Nave, side Aisles, a Tower 
crowned with a Spire on the north side, and a large Chancel, its entire 
length is about two hundred and fifly feet, and its breadth fifty feet. 
The height of the roof is seventy feet, the whole of light and elegant 
architecture. 

Plate I. represents a south-east view of the Exterior in the High 
iStreet from a point where the enriched Spire is probably seen to the 
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greatest adnmtage ; another object was obtained by adopting this view 
in preference to one from the north, which is not the least interesting in 
the Church, it shews the curious Porch at the west end of this front. 

This Porch is a remarkable and sir^gular specimen of the use of co- 
lomns with twisted shafts, called by the French the Colonne Torse; the 
iHiole, it must be confessed, is out of character as applied to a building 
constructed in the pointed style ; but in the execution the skill of a great 
master was employed, and time has so harmonized the materials, that its 
incongruity is scarcely perceptible. This Porch was built at the expense 
of Morgan Owen, D. D. of Jesus College, Chaplain to Archbishop Laud, 
Chancellor of the University in 1637, upon a design of Nicholas 
Stone, Senior, a pupil of Inigo Jones, who adopted the twisted columns 
from those used by Michael Angelo in the altar at St. Peters in 
Rome ; they are of the Corinthian order, and support a broken pedi- 
ment, bearing in the centre, over the entablature, a statue of Saint Mary 
the Virgin, and the Infant Christ, illustrative of the dedication of the 
Church. Soon after it was completed, this statue was defaced by the 
Parliamentary soldiers in 1642, and the circumstance of its erecticm was 
actually made one of the articles of impeachment against Laud, " that 
he did oblige the said Dr. Morgan Owen to build it, permitted him as 
Chancellor o£ the University, and connived at all when 'twas finished." 
— WoocTs AtheruBy ii. 656. 

The Spire of St. Mary's, one of the most striking objects in every 

distant view of the University, rises' from a tower situated on the north 

side of the Church, between the Nave and the Chancel. From the 

basement of the Tower to the vane, is one hundred and eighty feet, the 

exact altitude of the Spire alone, at Salisbury. Having mentioned such 

a noble specimen of this description of architectural decoration, it cannot 

faO to excite a comparison, by no means in favour of St. Mary's ; where 

the beautiful proportions and elegant symmetry of the object, are lost in 

the exuberance of the clustered ornaments which crowd the base of the 

Spire, and deprive it of its proper character, simplicity of form. The 

Tower of the Church is square and plain, and consists of two stories, 

the upper containing six bells, and having one large pointed window or 

opening in each side, over which, upon the north and south sides, is the 

face of a dial. The outer angles of the Tower are supported by but* 

tresses, which, above the ornamented parapet, are crowned with turrets 

of very rich workmanship, shewing canopied niches containing statues 

on the outward face,. and terminating in small enriched pinnacles; there 

are also openings at the base of the Spire, which are crowned with 

tabernacles, ornamented with crockets and finials ; from this rich cluster 

the octagonal Spire rises with perfect plainness to the vane. 
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Plate II. View of the interior, looking west The N^v^ is diyi(ied irom 
the Aisles by clusters of light pillars, supporting a seriefs of high ppioted 
arches, above which are the windows of the Clerestory. Th^ roof i^ 
lof^y, and although very plain, is particularly neat. Tb^ pulpit, pf w^pd) 
which usually stands in the centre of the Nave, is a moveable object, 
having nothing very attractive in its appearance. St. Mary's bein^ iko 
University Church, sermons are preached here in turn, on every Sunday 
morning and afternoon during Term ; those in the morning by the Hea4# 
of Houses, with a few exceptions. *The Vice Chmicellor^s seat i^ at the 
west end of the middle Aisle, elevated a few steps, a little below whicb> 
are seats for the Proctors, and on either hand for the Heads of Hornet 
and Doctors ; below these are seats for young noblemen, with benches 
in the Area for Masters of Arts. At the west end also, with a return to 
the north and south Aisles, are Galleries for the Bachelors of Arts and 
Under-graduates. 

Upon the 10th of February, Dies Scholastica, the Mayor, two Bailiffsi 
and sixty of the Burghers of the city, used to make an offering of a silver 
penny each, as an atonement for the murder of some scholars, which 
took place in an affray, in the time of Edward III. : from this ceremony, 
the Mayor, &c. were released on the 1st of February, 1825. 

The monument against the second pillar, upon the south side of the 
Church, as seen in the annexed engraving, is that of Doctor Wallis, 
Savilian Professor of Geometry, celebrated for his controversy with 
Hobbes. In the centre is a has relief representing an allegorical figure 
of Geometry, reclining on a sphere ; and above is a half-length figure of 
the Professor himself; beneath is the following inscription : 

Johannes Wallis, 

GeometrisB Professor Savilianus, 

et 

Gustos Archivorum Oxon. 

hie dormit. 

Opera reliquit immortalia 

ob. Oct. 28, A. D. 1709, aet. 87. 

Filius et Ilsres ejus 

Johatine«i Wallis, 

de Saundess in Com. Oxon. 

Arniiger. 

P. 

Upon the pillars on the south side are monuments to Tlieophilus 

Poynter, Bachelor of Medicine, and Stephen Toone. At the west end 

of the South Aisle is a very beautiful memorial by John Flaxman, R. A. 

in honour of Sir William Jones, Knt. who died, S7th April, 17f4i, 

«t. 4>8 ; a man '^ equally qualified to guide ihe taste of the elegant, and 
3 
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correct the errors of the learned," accordiog to his biographer. The 
composition represents a group of two figures in mournful attitudes ; 
Justice with her bahmce, and a Brahmin, holding a volume of Sanscrit ; 
both admirably executed. 

The east window, in the upper compartments, contains some painted 
g^lass, but the rest are plain. 

The font is simplj of oak, lined with lead; it is of an octagonal form, 
with a conical top. 

The organ-gallery and screen, seen in our view, are of the Corinthian 
order, with glazed doors in the centre, ill adapted to the situation, and 
heavy in appearance. 
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The Town of Witney is situated on the River Windrush, in the 
Deanery of Witney, and in the Hundred of Bampton, at the distance 
of eleven miles from Oxford, and of about sixty-six from London, in a 
north-westerly direction. 

Alwin, Bishop of Winchester, about the middle of the eleventh cen- 
tury, gave the Manor of Witney, with eight others, to his Cathedral* 
Church. The writers who relate the fiction of his deliverance from the 
charge of adultery with Queen Emma, the mother of Edward the Con- 
fessor, by her walking, unhurt, over nine red-hot plough-shares, affirm 
that he made the grant in commemoration of that event. In the fol- 
lowing century, Witney was given by Henry de Blois, Bishop of Win- 
chester, and brother of King Stephen, to his newly-founded hospital of 
St. Cross, at Winchester. 

The Church is situated at the southern extremity of the High street. 
It is a large and handsome structure, in the form of a cross, with a 
square Tower in the centre, having an octangular turret at each angle, 
and crowned by a lofty Spire, the proportions of which are rather sub- 
stantial than elegant. The north entrance is by a descent of several 
steps, through a round-headed doorway, over which is a vacant cano- 
pied niche. Similar niches occur in various divisions of the north side. 
In the spacious and handsome Chancel is the ancient Piscina, together 
with some remains of the stone recesses used by the priest and deacons 
during the celebration of mass. Here also is the burying-place of the 
Freind family ; and, on a grave-stone of black marble, an engraved brass 
of a man in a gown, to the memory of Richard Ay shcombe, of Lyford, 
who died on the 12th of June, 1606, aged 65. In a recess at the end of 
the north transept are two recumbent effigies in stone, without inscrip- 
tion, and much defaced by age. At the north-western angle of the 
Church is a Chapel, which is the burying-place of the Wenman family. 
Its wooden roof is indifferently painted in resemblance of clouds, red, 
white, and blue, abundantly interspersed with gilt stars. The following 
particulars of the monuments in this Chapel, as they existed in June, 
1660, are derived from some church-notes, preserved in the Harleian 
Library, in the British Museum, which are printed in vol. i. of the Topo- 
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grapher ; and the earliest inscription now remaining is that of Sir Francis 
Wenman. 

'^ In a Chapell, at the lower end of the north ile, under an arch in the 
wall, an ancient proportion of a woman in stone, at her feet a dog." 

At the east end of this Chapel, an ornamented oval tablet, to the me- 
mory of Mary, wife of Francis Wenman, of Caswell, Esq., and daughter 
of Thomas Lord Wenman, of Thame Park, who died Nov. 13, 1657. 
On a large gravestone of black marble, raised a little from the ground, 
this inscription : 

" In hope of a joyful! resarrection here lyeth the body of Sir Francis Wenman, 
Kt. who married Anne, the daughter of Samuel Sandys, Kt. by whome he 
left issue Samuel, Francis, and Anne, and deceased June 26, A*. Dni. 1640, 

aged 40 years :*' 

with several coats of arms ; among them Wenmant impaling a fesse 
dauncetee, between three crosses fitch^e, Sandys. *' Over it upon the 
wall his sword, with helmet and spurs, with banners of the arms of 
Wenman and quarterings." 

A brass figure of a man in a winding sheet, with this inscription : 

*'Pray for the soule of Wm. Wenman, the which departed out of this life the 
zxz. day of August, in the year of our Lord Mvcxxi, on whose soule Jhesu 

have mercy:" 

At each corner a scroll, with " Jhu mercy. Lady help." 

At the south side of the Chapel, a raised monument of grey marble, 

with brass figures of a. man and his two wives, and their children, five 

girls and three boys. Over the man's head a scroll, bearing " Sea Tri^ 

nitas unus deus miserere nobis ;" round the verge the following inscription : 

** Of your charity pray for the soulys of Richard Wenman, Anne and Christian 
his wifes, whiche Christian deceased the zi. day of April in the year of our 

Lord God mccccc. and the said Anne deceased the day of 

in the year of our Lord God MV. on whose soules, &c, 

Man in what state that ever thou bee, 

Timor Mortis should trouble thee." 

The living consists of a Rector}'' and Vicarage ; the former valued, in 
the King's books, at. 47/. 9^. 4^., the latter at 9/. 12^. Gcf. : they were 
united,' in the ninth year of Charles 1., into one benefice, by the name of 
the Rectory of Witney ; but all dues and fees are reserved as if they 
were still, separate. The Bishop of Winchester is the patron. 

Dr. Thomas Jackson, a celebrated Arminian divine, and the ornament 
of the University of Oxford in his time, was appointed Vicar of Witney 
in 1638, through the interest of Archbishop Laud ; being at the same 
time made Prebendary of Winchester and Dean of Peterborough, and 
having before been elected President of Corpus Christi College. " He 
was a person," says Anthony a Wood, in his Athenae Oxonienses, " fur- 
nished with all learned languages, arts, and sciences, especially meta- 
physics, which he looked upon as a necessary hand-maid to divinity/* 
2 
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A Monastery, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, was founded 
here in the year 108^ by Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury, 
for Benedictine Monks from Seez in Normandy. The founder endowed 
it largely, and at length became a monk of his own Abbey, where he 
died in 1094, and was here buried ; as was also his son, Hugh, slain in 
the Isle of Anglesey. Robert Pennant, the fourth abbot of this house, 
obtained the reliques of St. Wenefrede, and enshrined them, which 
added much to the emolument of the Abbey. Its abbots had, at a very 
early period, the privilege of wearing the mitre, and were summoned to 
Parliament; at the dissolution its revenues were valued by Speed at 
656/. 4s. 3d. The site of the Abbey, with all its buildings, originally 
comprised about ten acres, as we learn from the splendid History of 
Shrewsbury, lately published by the Rev. Hugh Owen and the Rev. 
J. B. Blakeway, from which we derive nearly the whole of this account. 

Of this venerable edifice, the chief remnant is the Nave of the Church, 
which in a great measure has escaped the devastation that befel almost 
every other part of the conventual buildings. The Nave, like those of 
many other Abbey Churches, was anciently parochial, and had a low 
screen for the Altar, probably between the great piers, on a line with 
the present pulpit; the space to the west being appropriated to the 
parishioners. The Abbey Church was originally cruciform, and had its 
Transepts, Choir, and Lady Chapel, together with various Chantries, 
each containing its altar. 

Of these distinct parts of the Abbey Church, the whole eastern 
limb, with the transept and centre steeple, have been swept away, and 
thus has it lost considerably more than two-thirds of its original dimen- 
sions. The length of the Nave, including the West 1'ower, is now one 
hundred and twenty-three feet. 

The present Parochial Church of the Holy Cross, embraces witbii^its 
walls th^Nave, side aisles. Porch, and Western Tower of the Abbey 
Church. It is principally constructed with a deep-red sandstone of 
1 
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good quality. The fabric, as it now exists, bears deep marks of havoc 
and nmtilation/ yet displays in some of its parts curious and interesting 
features. The effect of the external elevation is cruelly injured by the 
loss of the eastern portion of the Clerestory, which having been neglected 
by the parishioners, the roof, from decay, fell in, long afiter the dissolu- 
tion of the Abbey, and the shattered walls of the Clerestory were swept 
away to save trouble and expense. Thus, as the western portion re- 
tains its original height, a great disproportion arises between the east 
and western parts of the fabric. 

PLATE L— VIEW OF THE WESTEKN TOWER, &c. 

The West Front of the Abbey Church is composed of the Tower, 
with the western ends of the side aisles ; these had originally each a 
Norman window, that on the North side still remains with a small Go- 
thic light inserted within it : the window of the corresponding aisle has 
a pointed arch evidently cut out of the old Norman masonry, and now 
entirely void of muUions and tracery. The Tower is nearly perfect ; and 
though neither lofty nor much adorned, is a noble, and would be a well- 
proportioned structure, were it not that the want of pinnacles on the 
summit gives it a heavy effect, not usual in those of that age. It rests 
on an early Norman basement, evidently once a part jof the ancient 
Nave, surmounted by a superstructure of the fourteenth century. A 
round-headed arch, deeply recessed, and richly laced with mouldings, 
having a pointed doorway, similarly adorned, inserted within it, forms 
the west entrance, which has an ascent of three shallow steps. The 
exterior rib of the outward round arch springs, on each side, from a 
Norman shaft, with an indented capital : the pointed arch was doubtless 
engrafted within the ancient semicircular doorway, when the Tower was 
erected, in order to preserve uniformity. This is an elegant portal, and 
it is impossible not to admire the skill and ingenuity with which the ar- 
chitect has combined the pointed with the Norman round arch. 

Immediately above the West Door rises a magnificent and beautiful 
window, its sides and arch enriched with delicate mpuldiogs, in the deep 
hollow soffits of which, is a series of small panels, having foliatedaTched 
heads. The outward mouldings of the arch rise high above it, forming 
a spring canopy enriched with crockets, and ending in a flower, ftom 
which again springs very elegantly a niche or tabernacle. 

The body of this fine West Window, to the spring of the arch, con- 
tains two stories, divided horizontally by a transom, and perpendicularly 
by six upright mullions, into seven compartments for the glass. The 
two central mullionsr as they approach the spring of the arch, bisect the 
bead into smaller arches on each side, and these are further subdivided 
into others, which are uncommonly acute ; the interstices of all filled 
with several tiers of small opened panelled tracery, mingled with tre- 
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foiled and quatrefoiled foliage, in beautiful and yariegated profusion. 
For a window of such large dimensions, the arch is remarkably sharp 
and lofty; the trieicery, too, is uncommon, and of an intricate richness 
seldom met with, partaking of the perpendicular straight-lined, and hori- 
zontal curved characters. The form of this tracery, and the armorial 
bearings^ quite fix it to the latter part of the fourteenth century, when 
the foliated and more elaborate fashion, displajring infinite variety and 
beauty, was going out, and the upright, or small-arched, style was be* 
ginning to take place. For justness of proportion, and elegance of de- 
sign, we have very few great west or eastern windows equal to this; the 
easy and graceful ascent from the base to the summit, and the light, 
tiiough rich combination of the tracery, are remarkably pleasing. The 
lower story of the window was never pierced to admit glazing, but con- 
sists of blank panels, which in shape and size exactly resemble the range 
above them ; this was undoubtedly done to preserve a due proportion, 
which otherwise would have been too short for the breadth. The square 
and shallow piers of the old baseiaent are continued upon the front, attach- 
ed to the angles of the Tower in tfie new masonry, as far as to the summit 
of the middle or window story, where they end in pointed canopies. 
On the face of each of these, midway, is a niche, both of which have 
evidently been elegant, but are now almost mouldered away ; they ori- 
ginally contained the statues of St. Peter and St. Paul, the tutelary 
saints of the Abbey. 

Handsome shelving buttresses flank the north and south-west angles 
of the Tower, th^ir sets-off worked into canopied pediments; these are 
finely proportioned, and give a remarkably pleasing effect, by the gra- 
dual diminution in its breadth as the Tower rises to the summit. On 
the north-eastern angle are vestiges of a flying buttress. The middle 
story of the Tower has two handsome pointed windows in its north and 
south sides ; those in the former being now blocked up, and having been 
barbarously despoiled of their muUions, the blank arches are painted to 
represent tracery. The upper or bell-chamber story, displays a double 
window on every side; they are small but handsome. Between those 
on the west front, is an armed knight standing on a corbel, which rests 
on the finial of the great window below. He occupies a tabernacle, 
which has a high straight-sided canopy, flanked with a small pinnacle 
at each impost. It has been usual to denominate this figure the effigy 
of Roger Montgomery, the founder; but in the History of Shrewsbury, 
from whence we have derived this account, it is most satisfactorily as- 
signed to |ting Edward III. : the armour of the figure exactly accords 
with that of the middle and latter part of -the fourteenth century. The 
helmet is conical, the throat^nd breast clad in mail, while the rest of 
the figure is enveloped in plated steel. In one hand he bears a frag- 
ment of what appears to have been a sceptre, the other rests on the hilt 
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of lib swordy now mutilated; and round the helmet are the evident re- 
mains of a crown. The painted glass of the great window, beneath his 
feet^ strongly confirms the opinion of Messrs. Ow^n and Blakeway, dis» 
pla^uig'as.it does a series of armorial bearings of the royal family, and 
of the chief nobility of Edward the Third's time, and proving that the 
Tower was in a great part erected, if not finished, during that reign. 

The battlements, and very likely the pinnacles, which originally, 
crowned this fine old Tower, were sufiered either to go to gradual decay 
after the dissolution, or were mined in the civil war, and have been 
meanly repaired with brick-work. 

. The large bell, called St. Wenefrede*s, famed for its fine sound, was 
preserved long ailer the dbsolution, as the chief ornament of the Abbey 
Tower. It was broken in ringing for the safe return of Corbet Kynaston, 
Esq., from France, in 1730. Its weight was 35 cwt. : round the upper 
part of this bell, near the crown, was inscribed : 

i6ancta iB^nefttDa beo m^ tomentidre memento, 
Mt ptetate fna nni ^ttbtt ab l)0^ce cruento« 

About the middle was the following Leonine verse, 

Jl^tege, pura, pia, qmf tonboeo birgo maria. 

There is now a deep-toned peal of eight bells, in the Tower* On the 
north side of the Church is a lofty and handsome Porch. Its portal is 
formed by a deeply recessed square opening, the mouldings of which 
fall over the angles far down the sides, ending in busts, now mutilated. 
WitUn this is a graceful pointed arch, rising from a round column on 
either side. Above are two. chamber, stories,, each lighted by a small 
window; the beads nearly fiat^ and divided by single mullions; on the 
right and left is a niche, extending the whole height of the upper stories. 
The bold embattled gable, unnecessarily destroyed, has been replaced 
by an ill-designed square parapet. 

The eastern termination of the Church is formed bv a wall, built be- 
tween the two great western piers of the central Tower of the ancient 
Church, m which is inserted a pointed window, with mullions selected 
from the ruins, and placed in it with more care than has been bestowed 
on the other early reparations. 

Although barbarously defticed, and curtailed of its fair proportions,, 
the interior of the Church has still much of that solemn dignity which 
irresistibly fills the mind with religious awe, to the excitement of which, 
ancienlt Cathedral and Monastic Churches contribute in a digree so fiir 
beyond all other ecclesiasticai structures, that the* art of man has ever 
yet produced. 



THB ABBBT CHURCH, SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE. 

PLATE II-— VIEW OF THE EAST END, ULTERIOR. 

The ancient -Nave displays five arches on each side ; three on the 
eastern portion are semicircular, and rest on short, thick, round pien, 
having shallow bases and filleted capitals in the plainest and earliest 
Anglo-Norman style. The two half columns, which adjoin the great 
piers of the central Tower, are, like them, broken into a cluster of mas* 
sive round shafts with indented capitals : above these are the remains 
of the triforium. The accommodation for the parochial duties in the 
Abbey Church are highly respectable. The Altar stands on a raised 
area, beneath the eastern wall, on which is a wooden screen of the last 
century, with figures of Moses and Aaron on each side the Decalogue, 
wretchedly painted. 

Near the western end of the north aisle is the Font, which is of great 
antiquity, and once belonged to the ancient Church of High Ercal. The 
pedestal stands upon an elevated area, paved with very curious ancient 
glazed tiles, some of which were found on the spot once occupied by the 
Refectory of the Abbey : amongst the figures are a Knight on horseback, 
arms of the Talbots, Fitz- Alans, Mortimers, &c. 

The Tower at the west end is nearly open to the Nave, divided from 
it by a lofty and beautiful pointed arch, reaching to the ceiling, and 
springing from high clustered imposts; the whole breadth and nearly 
height of the western front of the Tower is occupied by the great window ; 
the glazing of this window was restored in 1814 to its, original beauty, 
chiefly at the expense, and entirely under the superintendence of the 
Rev. William Gorsuch Rowland, Curate of the Parish; the series of 
armorial bearings was copied. from a sketch made by Sandford in 16d8« 

Besides the above, other windows of the Church have been embellished 
with painted glass by the indefatigable exertions of the same benefactor. 
With the exception of a few old shields of arms, the whole was executed 
by Sir John Betton, of Shrewsbury, and his partner, Mr. David Evans. 

PLATE IIL—ANCIENT MONUMENTS. 

Of the Monuments in this Church, the oldest is that of Roger de 
Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury; but on the fall of St. Chad's, and the 
demolition of St Alkmund's Church, several ancient monuments, which, 
from their size, the confined system of modern Church-buildings could 
not, or from their antiquity, the fastidiousness of modern Church-builders 
would not, admit within the new edifices, found an asylum within the 
ample side aisles of the Abbey Church. 

The oldest of these^ brought from St. Chad's, is a cumbent figure, repre- 
senting a person robed to the feet, with a coif drawn close over his head, 
and tied under his chin, which possibly may be the effigy of one of the 
judges of assize, who died at Shrewsbury while upon the circuit. 
5 
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THE ABQBT CU0RCH, SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE. 

A fine moDumeDt, represented in oar plate, was remored from Welling- 
ton Church in 1788, and stood more than thirty years in th€^ churchyard 
of that parish. It is composed of alabaster, and contains the figures of 
a man and his wife, with this inscription : 

l^tc jacet tn tumba tntfuf H^ilVmi €\}tttltm armiserii tt 
Anne Ufttt eju^, que quidem Anna obttt bit Me JKten^t^ S(unu 
anno ^'m jRttUe'mo cccccjTjriiti et fAttnfi Btn^miS obttt p^mo 
tite Mtniif Siulii Anno ®'ni IRiirtmo cecccpntti. quornm 
. antmab' p'ptcietnr ®euj^* 

The sides of this monument consist of a series of five canopied niches, 
within the first, at the head of the Tomb on the north side, is an apgel. 
holding a shield, bearing quarterly 1st and 4th, Or, a lion rampaiU gukt, 
debruised by a bend argent, Charlton. 2nd .and 3rd, Gule$, ten beoBonts, 
Zouch. Within the second niche is a friar or pilgrim. In the centre 
compartment are two angels, bearing a shield. Quarteriy, 1st and 4th, 
Charlton. 2nd. Argent, on a ckeif or, a raven proper. Horde. 3rd,. 
Zoucb. The fourth niche .contains another friar, and towards the foot 
of the Monument is an angel bearing the arms of Horde single. 

The Monument, of which the head only is seen on the left of our 
plate, formerly stood in the north aisle of St. Alkmund's, and was trans- 
ferred to the Abbey, and repaired at the expense of Sir Thos. T. Jones, 
Bart., of Stanley Hall. It is a handsome altar- tomb, bearing two 
cumbent figures, an Alderman in his Civic robe, and a Lady in a scarlet 
gown, and the following inscription at the head : 

GaUefanos Jones, AM^rmanus Vills Salopis, et JElianora, uxor ejus, jacent sub 

^ hoc moBUmento. 

Upon the south side, 

« 

Golielmus Jopes, obiit 15 JuUi, Anno lyni. 1612. 
On the north side, 

^leanora Jones, obiit 25 Feb. 1623. 

Arms, 1st and 4th. Argent, a lion rampant vert, vulnedonthe'tkouldier 
gules, Jones, ^ind and 3rd. Or, a bend guks, Cotiel. Impaling Quar- 
terly of six. 1. Sable, three Nags^ Heads erased argent, OweUi t. Vert, 
three eagles displayed in f ess, or, Owen Gwynedd. 3. Argent, a Ifon ram- 
pant sable, Madoc ap Meredith. 4. Or, a lion rampant vert, SantheHardd. 
5. Argent, a boards head conped proper* 6. As 1. 

Over the head of this tomb in our plate, is seen an elegant and finely 
executed mural monument, bearing an inscription commencing thus-: 
M. S. Heicjuxta jacet Thomas Rock, Arm. Vita functus Jan. 3% Anno 
MtAt 62. Dom. 1078, &c., &c. 
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HALES OWEN, SHROPSHIRE ; 

VICAR, 

« 

THE REV. G. BIGGS. 



The Parish of Hales Owen, which is ex ten si ve, forms a portion of the 
Hundred of North Bradford, although it is situated about thirteen miles 
from the borders of the County of Salop, and is entirely surrounded 
by Staffordshire and Worcestershire. The Manor and Advowson were 
given by King John to Peter de Rupibus, Bishop of Winchester, for 
a Monastery, which was founded by the Bishop, and the Manor settled 
upon it. King Henry III. confirmed the whole. This Abbey was 
situated not far from hence, the remains shew it to have been a magni- 
ficent structure. The Parish is now a Vicarage in the patronage of Lord 
Lyttleton; its Church, a truly venerable and interesting structure, is 
very spacious, and consists of a Nave, or Body, with its lateral aisles, 
a central Tower, containing eight bells, surmouuted by a spire, and a 
large Chancel. The entrance at the west end of the Church, as well as 
that upon the south side, is by an arch in the Anglo-Norman style; 
over it, on the west front, is a long narrow lancet-headed window, ap- 
parently of the time of Henry IT. 

A great portion of the building is evidently of very early structure : 
the columns of the simplest form, supporting arches without mouldings, 
a proof of antiquity ; some parts are of comparatively modern date, but 
the windows having pointed arches in their heads, are in a great measure 
deprived of their mullions, and a very few fragments of the painted 
glass with which they were originally adorned have been suffered to re- 
main. The arms of Lyttleton appear in an east window, viz. Argent, a 
chevron, between three escallops, sable. Many of that family are here in- 
terred. Some ornaments also remain in one of the north windows. 

The curious Font we have selected for illustration, is undoubtedly of 
very considerable antiquity, being of sufficient magnitude for immersion, 
the most ancient form of baptism, which prevailed until the period of the 
Reformation. 

This very ancient Font is elevated on a broad basement, upon which, 
in the centre, is a circular pedestal, and four short thick columns, sup- 
porting the Bason, or Font, itself, which is octagonal, that is, having 
four larger and four smaller faces on its sides ; the latter have been or- 
namented with whole-length figures boldly sculptured, which, as well as 
the principal, or larger sides of the font, are much mutilated, so as to 
render it extremely difficult for the artist to give the detail in his repre- 
sentation, owing to the ravages of time, and the destruction caused by 

wantonness. 
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The columns which support the Font have capitals of similar form to 
those of the pillars of the Body of the Church at the west end, and upon 
the whole its positive antiquity cannot fail to render it an object of great 
curiosity, as having been formed to assist in one of the most important 
rites of the church in the earliest ages of Christianity in this kingdom* 
independent of which it must excite attention as a most interesting spe- 
cimen of Anglo-Norman sculpture, a remote connexion being found to 
exist between the rude ornaments of that era, and the refined productions 
of the classical ages of Rome and Greece. 

In the Chancel of this Church, within the rails before the Altar, is a 
mural monument to the memory of a pleasing poet and essayist, much 
admired in his day, which bears the following epitaph : 

William Shenstone, Esq., 
Obiit 11 Feb, 1763. at. 48. 

Whoe'er thou art, with reveraoe» tread. 
These sacred mansions of the dead -, 
Not that the monnmental bust, 
Or sumptuous tomb, here guards die dust 
Of rich or great : let wealth, rank, birth. 
Sleep undistinguish'd in the earth : 
This simple urn records a name. 
Which shines with more exalted fame. 

Reader, if genius, taste refined, 
A native elegance of mind. 
If virtue, science, manly sense. 
If wit, midX never gave offence. 
The clearest head, the tenderest heart, 
t In thy esteem, e'er claimed a part — 

Ah f smite thy breast, and drop a tear. 
Jot know thy Shenxtane^s dust lies here, 
R. G. S. and J. Hodgetts. 
A. O. P. 

Shenstone was interred in the Churchyard, where a slab covers his 
remains, from wheuce is a very fine view of the Leasowes, a place cre- 
ated by his fancy, and raised to celebrity by his genius and taste, where 
he long resided, but which has been much neglected since his death. 

In the Chancel is also a massive marble monument, erected by lady 
Jane Halliday to the memory of her deceased husband. Major Halliday, 
of the Leasowes ; and in the Churchyard is an epitaph, written by Shen- 
stone, upon Miss Anne Powell, of this town, a lovely young lady, who 
was killed by a fall from her horse. 

The Parish contains, besides the Church, Chapels of Ease at Cradley 
and at Oldbury St. Nicholas. The Town has also a free Grammar 
School, endowed with lands to the amount of 260/. ; the mastership is in 
the gift of twenty feoffees, and to be held by a graduate of one of the 
universities. 



LAVENHAM, SUFFOLK; 

RECTOR^ 

THE REVEREND WILUAM OKES, M.A. 



1 HB town of LaTenham, or Laneham, as it is sometimes called, is si- 
tuated in Babergb Hundred, seven miles from Sudbury, on the banks 
of the Breton, a river which falls into the Stour, a boundary of the Conn- 
ties of Suffolk and Essex. It is nearly surrounded by hills, except on 
the south ; and on an eminence, at the west end of the town, stands the 
Church, generally considered the handsomest in the county ; it is a Rec- 
tory in the Deanery of Sudbury, and Diocese of Norwich : the Living is 
now in the patronage of Caius College, Cieimbridge. The Rev. James 
Bock, ihe late much esteemed Rector, died 20th. January, 1825, when 
the Rev. William Okes of Caius College, was appointed to the Living. 
The Rev. Frederick Croker is the Curate. 

The architecture of this beautiful fabric is not entirely of one period, 
the Chancel being much older than the other more ornamented parts of 
the building, and is probably as early as Edward III. The magniti- 
cent Tower and Body of the Church were erected in the reign of Henry 
YIL, the most fertile sera for the pious appropriation of the wealth of 
the country towards repairing and rebuilding ecclesiastical structures. 
This Church, like many others of the same period, is adorned upon the 
surface of the exterior with the armorial cognizances of the Founders, the 
Veres^ Earls of Oxford, and Lords of the Manor from the Conquest; the 
principal part of the building was, however, erected by the munificence 
of .the family of Spring, opulent Clothiers, who resided here for more 
than a century; and by means of a profitable trade, rose in prosperity 
sufficient to enable them to intermarry with the high bom family of Vere, 
and became the ancestors of Sir William Spring, Baronet, of Pakenham 
Hall, in this County.. The arms of Spring is profusely carved upon 
many parts of the edifice, and the mullet, or spur rowel, an heraldic 
badge of the Vere family, is equally conspicuous in the numerous oma-' 
mental decorations. 
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PLATE I.-<;£N£RAL VIEW OF THE CHURCH JROM THE SOUTH-EAST. 

The Church consists of a very stately Tower at the west end, a Nave 
peculiarly light and elegant, together with its north and south aisles, 
and a Chancel ; on each side of the latter is a spacious and beautiful 
Chapel. Beyond the ancient Chancel is a Vestry, built by Thomas 
Spring, the father of Thomas Spring, who erected the Tower. The total 
length of the building is one hundred and fifty-six feet six inches, princi- 
pally constructed of free-stone beautifully wrought 

The Nave of the Church rises above the aisles, sufficient to admit of a 
clerestory, containing a range of twelve Windows, of rich workmanship 
and elegant form, three lights in each, the upper part being subdivided by 
mullions into six. The Windows of the north and south aisles are of 
much larger dimensions^ being divided in the middle by a transom ; 
each containing eight principal lights or bays, and pierced with quatre- 
foils in the upper part, under the point of the arch, which is of the flat kind, 
in general use during the . age of Henry VII. ; these were undoubtedly 
filled with stained glass, very little of which now remains. Between all 
this lower windows are ornamental buttresses. Both the nave and aisles 
are surmounted by a fascia, or string course, consisting of a deep ca* 
vetto, charged with boldly sculptured heads of animals, convolved 
leaves of flowers, &c. $ above which is a most beautiful and elaborate 
open-worked parapet, entirely concealing the lead-work of the roof. 
Each crest or croupe of the battlement is pierced, and displays within 
an open pointed arch, a sculptured flower, or strawberry leaf, while the 
curiously-formed quatrefoil panels, beneath each loop or embrasui'e, 
are charged with shields and mullets alternately. On the south side 
of the Church, near the west end, is the elegant Porch, and at the 
south-east comer of the Nave is a large staircase Turret of a polygonal 
form, crowned with a lofty pinnacle, the numerous angles of which are 
profusely covered with crockets. 

On each side of the Chancel is a very elegant Chapel, containing three 
large and handsome windows on the side, also an east window, having 
the west end of each connected with the aisles by an open arch. The 
Chapel, on the north side, bears the following inscription upon the ex- 
terior under the battlements. ;6tmont^ SBranc|)f tt <EIij^dbeta^ npotif 
tju^ nui t^tam Capedam fieri ttttcnnt. 

The, Chapel, on the south side of the Church, seen in our View; 
w-as erected by Thomas Spring, called the Bich Clothier of Laneham» 
and bears an inscription in the same characters. 4^rate ptO anim^^ 

£i)omae &9xiaQ tt Silkit njml^ m^^ qui i^tam €apel(am fieri U^ 
ttmnt 0Dno ^tm. JBillimp* ttttt^ litce^^imo quinto. 
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Between the windows of the Chapels are graduated buttresses, oma- 
meuted with niches and canopies ; they rise to the summit of the battle- 
mentSf and were originally crowned with pinnacles, now demolished : 
there b an entrance to each Chapel beneath the centre window. The 
Chancel extends beyond these Chapels, the East Window of which 
is curious in the disposition -of its muliions. Farther eastward, behind 
the Altar, is the Vestry. 

PLATE 11.— VIEW OF THE TOWER AND PORCH ON THE SOUTH SIDE. 

The Tower is very large and lofty, imposing in its appearance^ and 
much admired for the simplicity and chastity of its design, as well as 
for its excellent workmanship. It is constructed with boulder, or stones 
in a rough state, quoined and ornamented with wrought stone, having 
on the west front an arch of entrance, and over it a fine window. 

The whole is of most excellent masonry, and elegant in its propor- 
tions. The Tower is forty- two feet in diameter, and one hundred and 
forty-one feet high, and there can be no doubt but that its height was 
originally increased by pinnacles at the angles. This commanding alti- 
tude creates an interest in the building, when viewed from a distance, an 
effect no doubt intended by the architect tt was raised about the same 
period as the much better known Tower of Magdalen College, at Ox- 
ford, founded in 1492, and completed in 1498; but partakes more of 
massive grandeur than Magdalen Tower. The lofty structure is divided 
into four stories of unequal height, the uppermost, containing six bells, is 
adorned on each side by a large and handsome window. At the angles 
of the Tower are square turrets, buttressed in the centre of each out- 
ward face ; that on the north-east contains a winding staircase leading 
to the top. The turrets and buttresses are panelled with small pointed 
arches, ^e mouldings of which are still as sharp and perfect as the day 
they were sculptured ; the pinnacles are gone from the summit, but a 
most beautiful and curiously worked parapet still remains to attest that 
much ornament was bestowed upon the parts now destroyed; above 
the upper fascia, at the base of the pinnacles, are shields bearing the 
arms of the founder, in all twenty-four. Thomas Spring, the rich clothier, 
who died in 1610, was at the expense of its erection. 

The Porch, on the south ^ide, is one of those elaborate specimens of 
architectural ornament not uncommon to the asra of Henry VIL, the 
spandrils of the arch of entrance are each charged with a boar, the cogni- 
zance of the Veres ; from the Latin Verres, adopted as a quaint play upon 
the name ; immediately over the Arch is a richly sculptured canopied 
niche, now deprived of its statue ; three compartments on each side this 
niche are filled with escocheons, each bearing quartered coats of the 
arms of the family; these are surmounted by a curiously enriched parapet 
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This Porch is supposed to have been erected by the nmnificeiice of 
John Yere, the fourteenth Earl of Oxford of that family. 

PLATE III.— VIEW OF THE INTERIOR, LOOKING ACROSS THE CHOIR. 

The entire length of the body of the Church is ninety-four feet, six inches, 
and its width, including the aisles, is sixty-eight feet The light and 
elegant Nave is separated from the north and south aisles by six pointed 
arches, about twelve feet wide, and contains a double range of pews on 
each side, allowing ample space for an approach. There are no g^eries 
to disfigure the beautiful symmetry of the building. 

The fine west Window was originally open to the body of the Church 
by a pointed arch, nearly as high as the ceiling, on the east side of the 
tower ; this was filled in by a Doric screen during the late reign. The 
Font, placed against the first pillar, on the north side of the Nave, is of 
an octagonal form, the cover is apparently of the age of Henry YII. open- 
ing with doors in front like a closet A small organ has been placed on 
the south side of the Choir, tastelesif in its design, and unconnected with 
any part of the building. There are entrances to the Church both in the 
north and south aisles. On the west side of the north door is a small 
mural monument inlaid with brass, representing a shield of arms, bear- 
ing a cross, with figures of a man and woman ; from the mouth of the 
man proceeds a label, inscribed with these words : 

^n manu$( tm$ <[&omtne commenbo ijpiritum menm* 

Underneath the figures are these lines :•— 

Contynnalle prayse their lynnes in brats, • 

Of Allayne Dister here ; 
A dothier Tirtuoas while he wai 

In Lavenham many a yeaie. 
For as in lyfe he loved best 

The Poore to clothe and feede. 
So with the riche and all the.reste 

He neighbourlie agreed ; 
And did appoint before he died 

A special yearly rent. 
Which should be every Whitaontide 

Amongst the poorest spent. 

ST OBIIT ANNO DOMINI 1534. 

No donation is now made to the poor, in consequence of this benefac- 
tion, and all trace of its source is lost in obscurity. Above the North 
Door is a small mural monument of black and white marble. 

To the memoiy of Sarah, the wife of John Syer, Gent., of this panih, who died 

May 9, 1770, mi. 50. 
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On the wall, farther eastward, are the following lines, probably painted 
soon after the Restoration, and now nearly obliterated. 

Thou, Lord, who from the Spanish spoake. 

And from the Powdor blast. 
And from the former sicknesse stroake. 

And from this newly part^ 
Hast saved us, and our, and thine. 

So many as survive. 
Oh, do not of thy grace divine. 

Our feeble souls deprive. 
Lord, bless the Pailiamentall Courte, 

Upper and lower House, 
And, when to Counsell they resorte, 

In them remember us. 
From King that sits upon the throne. 

To begars in the streete. 
Let all their by'-past sins bemoan, 

Before thy mercy seate. 
That we and our posterity 

Safe hid under thy wing. 
May ever of thy verity. 

And saving mercy sing. 

The Chance], or Sanctuary, in which the Altar is placed, is divided 
from the nave by a fine open screen, under which are some ancient 
stalls. The arms of King George II., an emblem of royal supremacy, 
is placed over the screen. The Altar-piece is Doric, very plain, and made 
of oak. On the north side of the Altar is a very noble monument com- 
posed of marble and alabaster; to the memory of the Rev. Henry Copin- 
ger, with sculptured figures of the Priest, his wife, and their twelve 
children ; above them, are represented two angels bearing scrolls, on one 
of which is written, Dilecti, accipite coronam vitce ; on the other^ Mortui, 
venite ad judicium. Upon the cornice, over one angel, is inscribed, 
Novisnmus ledus sepvkkrum; over the other, Viv€nte88equenturmortuo§, 
Upon the top of this monument are two escutcheons, one baron and v 

femme, the other with many quarterings ; and, upon a tablet, on the left 
side, is this inscription : 

SACRUM MEMORI^ 

Henrici Coppicgeri antiquissima Coppingercru' 
Familia, in agro hoc Suffolciensi, oriundi, hujus 
Ecclesis per quadraginta et quinque annos Fastoris 
Pacifici, Fidehssimi, et Vigiiantissimi, 
Monumentum hoc, amoris et pietatls ergo» 
Delectissima uxor Anna, Marito optime 
Merenti, heu invita superstes, mcerezis posuit. 
Amans Maritus, prole foecundus pater, 
Sancti pius Pastor gregis, 
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Qv MMi deitre codicw docait naif . 

Nam voce quam vita majas 
Qui laiga abunde pavit indigos manu 

Secunis annoiuB domi. 
Hie pleniis annis, plenior Deo jacet 

Secnm polo gregem traheas- 
Mntiifjafiet; led lingua qua viyo decua 
Vitam paiavit niortoo. 



Upon a tablet, on the right side of the monument^ is thb inscription : 

Thif monimient was erected at die sole 

CMn of Miss Anne Copinger, in memoiy of her deaie 

Haband, the Rer. Learned and Godly Divine 

Mb. Hevbt Copinobb, 

Fourth sonne of Henry Copinger, of Bnzball, in this county, Esq. 

By Agnes, his wife, daoghter to Sir Thomas Jermine, 

Of Rushbrooke Hall, Knight; 

The painful and vigilant Rector of this Church, 

By the space of forty^five years; 

IVebendaiy of the Metropolitaii Church of St Peter's, in Yofke ; 

Lord of the Towne, 
And Patron of the Church of Buxhall aioresaide, who manyed Ann, daughter 
to Henry Fisher of linne, in Norfolk, Gent, and by her had eight sonnes and 
firar daughters, and, after he had lived godly seventy-two yeares, dyed peace- 
ably the 21st of Decern. Anno 1622. 

This monument of Dr. Henry Copinger was new beautified Anno Domini 1712, 
by Mrs. Judith Brinkley, daughter of Thomas Burly, Gent, and Margaret, his 
wife, third daughter and co-heir of Ambiose Copinger, D. D., by Judith, his wife, 
only daughter of Roger Keddington, Gent., which Ambrose was second son of 
the said Henry, and also Rector of this parish, and of Buxhall, where he was 
buried. 

JUBTOBUM MEKOBIA BBinSDICETUlU 

On a black marble slab, is inscribed :— * 

Under this stone are deposited the remains of the Rev. John Squire, M.A., 

thirty-three years Rector of this parish. He departed this life upon the 24th of 

October, 1763, aged sixty-three years, and also of Ann Squire, his widow, who 

i* died upon the 27th of February, 1779, aged sixty-seven yean : and near this spot, 

are interred five of their children. 

In the middle of the Chancel, on a flat stone, inlaid with brass, before 
the Altar, is the figure of an infant, and the following inscription : 

Immatura Morte, nisi quod a Deo Opt Max. ita decretum, ex misera hac vita 
ereptus, die 9 Julii, diebus e nativitate decem, a baptismo quatuor, Oopton 
D*£we8 Armiger, filius et hnres apparens Simonis D'Ewes eqoitis Aurali, et do- 
minsB Anns conjugis subb filia unicsB et hsredis Gulielmi Oopton militis; 
beatam cujus animam, fide mediis sibi ipsi optime cognitis, imbutam, stemus, 
ut confidetur, misericordiarum pater inter beatam sanctorum chorum in ccelos 
elocavit 

Sir Symonds D'Ewes was then Lord of the Manor of Lavenham, it 

haying been alienated to that family, by Edward, Earl of Oxford, in 
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the reigrn of Elizabeth. Richard Moore, Esq., of Kentwell Hall, is now 
the possessor of the Manor. 

In the Vestry, situated behind the Chancel, is an ancient tombstone, 
covering the remains of the pious founder of this part of the Church ; 
above it is a mural monument inlaid with figures in brass, of Thomas 
Spring, his wife, and ten children : over their heads is the following in- 
scription : 

<&iatt pro antma&njE a:|)omat if^pnns qui |)oc mejitibnlnm 
fieri fetit m btta fim, et Kftargarits upri^ mf qtxx qutiiem 
ar!)oma^ obijt i^eptimo tiie mmi^ ^eptembrij^, 9* ^. MiU 

It^imtx ttttlfppbu et praebicta naacflar ita dbiit, — hit 

9« ^* Milltgimn ccccljrjrjr* <guorum animabu^ propfttetur 
teu^. amen* 

PLATE IV.— THE ANCIENT PEW BELONGING TO THE FAMILY OF SPRING 

AT THE EAST END OF THE NORTH AISLE. 

Pews were not used as a general accommodation in Churches be- 
fore the reformation of religion, and we find that it was decreed in 
a synod in the diocese of Exeter, 1284, 13 Edw. I., that, with an ex- 
ception of noble persons and patrons, no one should in future claim any 
seat; but, whoever first entered a Church for the purpose of devotion, 
might chuse at his pleasure, a place for praying — vide Archaologia, 
vol. xii. 

This splendid Pew appears to have been erected in the reig^ of 
Henry VIII., a few years previous to the Reformation. It is of an ob- 
long form, enclosing a space of about fifteen feet in length, by eight feet 
in width, built entirely of oak, and never was painted; indeed, the 
workmanship is so elaborate, that it could not require the farther enrich- 
ment of colour and gilding. 

The design of the ornamental part is quite in the Tudor style ; the 
pierced work, over the open arches, which surround it, being decorated 
with the arms of the family of Spring, a chevron between three nuucles. 
At each angle of the closure is a large pillar, or turret, decorated with 
small niches, pedestals, and canopies; somewhat in the manner of the 
screen to Henry the Seventh's tomb at Westminster ; large pillars also 
divide the front and ends into principal compartments, which are again 
subdivided by smaller twisted and reticulated columns, the upper parts 
of the double arches filled with complicated tracery and arms ; the 
whole is surmounted by a series of projecting Canopies rising in a num- 
ber of small pinnacles, the groining of which is curiously formed of the 
most delicate carving; the entire work is executed with very great 
freedom and boldness. The lower part of the Pew b panelled, with- 
out much carved ornament. 
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A similar Pew on the corresponding site in the south Aisle was 
erected for the Earl of Oxford's family, the ornamental parts of which 
hare suffered from the effects of time and wantonness. 

The rafted roof of the Nave and Aisles is curious,- the girders are 
carved in foliage, and spring from tasteful corbels, representing figures ; 
the capitab of the columns, from which the arches spring, are delicately 
sculptured in form of ducal coronets rising in strawberry leaves. 

The Chancel Screen and its ancient roof are also seen in the plate ; the 
latter is supported by cantilevers, but is not particularly enriched. The 
Screen is very handsome, consisting of a series of open arches em- 
bellished with crocketo, the spandrib filled in with light pierced work, 
rich and various in its design, each exhibiting a different pattern in the 
curvature of the tracery. Other funeral monuments in the Church, not 

previously described, are 

M. S. 

Margaritas 

Uzoris observantisaiiie 

T%om» Denny de Layenham 

In comitam Suffolci» generosi, 

.<2iUD s^oio fracta, fiitis concesait 

£t hie tandem reqmesdt 

In pace. 

iBtemam ardenti pietate ' 

Anhelavit coronam 

£t gratissiino meiioris vite intuitu freta 

Lata dolorom trannvit metam 

Primo die Junii, Anno i ^^ ^^^*^ MDCCXX. 

( iEtatis su» LXXVIII. 

Virtus epitaphium marmore 

. Perennius. 

Here also lieth the hody of Thos. Denny, Gent. 

Who departed this life Maich 9, 1716, 

AgedTSYeattu 

The following is to the memory of Thomas Smythers, Master of tiie 
Grammar School in this town : 

H. S. £. Reverendus Thomas Smythies, A. M. Colcestris natus et educatus 
Ckillegii Sedneiensis Cantah. postea socius. Schole in hac villa Grammaticalis, 
demum moderator felicis ipse ingenii puerorum ingenia feliciter excoluit Ob. sexto 
die Novembris, Anno Salutis, 1746, aetatis 40. 

S. M. Marias luoris dilectissimae et optime merentis Thorns Steward' fills natu 
maxims Joshus Gregsby de Burgo Sancti Edmundi Armigeri, cujus virtutibus 
GPiyUK vere moerens heu! Invitus superstes hoc marmor ex amore suo dedicavit. 
luTaktudine multos per annos afflicta fiiit; doloris maxime acutos anind fortittt- 
dine rara et sincera pietate sustinuit ; tandem fractis viribus summa resignatione 
diyins voluntati submisit. — Vits bene acts recordatione Iteta, Et fiitura sp^ 
plena, Animam deo reddidit, die tertio Octobris, 1758, anno statis 34. Hie 
etiam sepulti jacent tres filii et trcs fills Thorns Steward et Maris uxoris ejus. 
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LOWESTOFFE, SUI'FOLK; 

VICAR, 

REV. RICHARD LOCKWOOfi. 



LoWBSTOFFE IS situated on the most eastern point of land in EnghuK^, 
apon an eminence, commanding an extensive prospect of the Germatt 
Ocean, and when beheld from the sea has the noblest and most beautiful 
appearance of any place on the coast, between Newcastle and Londoni 

^The Church, built of flint and stone, stands about half a mile west of 
the town, at a secure distance from the incursion of the sea; the present 
edifice is supposed to hare been erected prior to 1365, and is kept in 
repair by lands belonging to it, consisting of above 90 aeres, together 
with several tenements, which are let by auction, in the presence of the 
Minister and Churchwardens, every seven years. The ivhole building, 
from we9t^'to east, is 182 feet long, 47 wide, and 43 feet high. : The 
height of the Tower, including the Spire, which is 50 feet, L$ 120 feet : 

The View selected for the illustration of this e£fice is t^ken from the 
south-east. The series of windows en the south are divided by mullion», 
which form in the upper parts delicate tracery ;;. the east window i» also 
adnared for the handsome distribution of trefoil-headed arches, of which 
the lights are composed. And the buttresses are faced with arehitectu- 
ral ornaments of flint and stone, curiously fabricated, in a metliod pecu- 
liar to this county and Norfolk. 

..A Porch, on the south side, forms the principal entrance to the 
Churdi; over it is a room, called the Maids' Chamber, after. a. tradi- 
tion that two maiden sisters retir<ed to it, for the purpose of religpous 
se(qlusipn« It is farther reported/ that these sisters, whose names were 
Elizabeth and Katharine, caused two wells, between the Church and the 
Town, to be,dug at their own expense, for the benefit of the ibhabitants* 
and that the name of Bai^et Wells is a corruption of Bess and Kate. . 
, On the ceiling of the Porch is a carved Boss, refM*esenting the Trinity, 
also two shields, charged with the emblems of the Redemption. < 

The NttfiBy or Body of the Churchy is separated from the side Aisles 
by lofty baa<|some pillars, and receives additional light from a clerestory 
ad^litting eight windows on each side* At the entrance of the ^ Chancel 
was formerly a Rood-lo^;, the ascent to which was discovered a few 
years since by the accidental falling of some stones from one of the but- 
tresses on the south side of the Nave, . 
1 
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The Chancel IsrremaJrkably elepml^ dq expeqse bmrillg been spared 
in restoring it to its pristine beauty. The East Window was painted and 
presented to t)ie Churdi by Mr. Robert Allen of this town. Beneath a 
large marble slab, in the middle of the flbor, is interred Thomas Scroope, 
Bishop of Dromore, in Ireland, and Vicar of this parish, who died here 
January 16, 1491. The bishop was descended from the noble family 
of Scroope, and was otherwise named Bradley, from the place of his 
birth, he was instituted to this Vicarage in 1478, and died at the age 
of very little less than 100 year^* The brass, which was intended to 
perpetuate his resemblance, is nearly all destroyed and taken away. 
. ' Id Uie Chanoel is also inteirjed the Hon, Jame»;HDward) yonnpst 
«ott of Thomas, Earl, of Bedcshtre, who diediset 28, ^n? the 7th of Im% 
1686, of the wounds he received the-preceding day. in tb« sea-rfight with 
the Dutch off this town« . ' . : 

On thirst step of the Chan6d» on a. white marble stone, isi an inscrip- 
tion fc(r the Bev. Jbhn Tanner^ '&1^-one years. vJcar of Lowestofi^.and 
Imther of Br.Thcuas Twiper, bishop of St Asaph, authoc ofitht 
^*^irotiUa.Monastica ;" he died 22d Dea 1769, acL 76. The Chani;e{iwas 
Tepaired> and the Nave. of the Church was panred by himi IlieOifan 
.lias setup in i778. 

At tli^ west end of the Nave-is a lofty nacrow arch, auppAsodNto b»» 
been origindly used as the Penitent's Porch, agreeably to die. oustowHif 
th* aaoient dwreh, Tim EontisjMtrtieularly curious, but has been .much 
dAced ; several: figuM of lamts, wkh which it hadibeen adoimdi w«m 
damaged^ under an oidifiance of the iiongiBarhament^ inU44. Iliereapan 
ascent of tfame steps to it, Uie uppermost o^which, formerly bom,a«4ii» 
aoription, but it is now il^giWe; lii the south Aisle are Moaumopte^to 
Tboqiaa Annot^ who founded tl^e Grammar School here ii»1670 ; ;to Amit 
Admiral Usher, ob. 1069 ; John, his eldest son, oh. 1686; tor Robert hii 
second sen, 6b; 1690, »t 60; Admiral Sir John Aahby, who.wa^^n- 
gaged m- the battles at Bantry Bay, Beachy Head^ in 1689/ and>Oape 
U Bpgiiei in 1692| h& *ed 12th July^ 1693^ another of his nephew^ Yibt 
AArnml James Mighells> who died 2lst March, 1783, «t. 6»( aiid^ 
meniofial of Captain Thomas Arnold, who -died SlstAug. 1737; »|;^5a 
. In-the CJhurohyard is interred the remains of the Rev. Robert^P«»ltei% 
A. M; Vi«» of Lowestoffe and Kessingland^ and also a PrebendlHyof 
ir<)rwichi wb>4«ed the 8U1 of August, 1804; »t. Q^ The litetary^ Worid 
IS indebted to him for the best poetiead versions of^chylus, pubUshM i» 
iny, Buripide* in 17»1, and of Sophocles in 1788; A phnnvMbie monu* 
inenttohis memory is placed against tibenorth walloftbeGlincel. Itlert 
is also in the Ohurchyafd a handsome pyramidal Monumettt to the 
i^mory of John Barker, EiJq.,^one of the etojr Bretbfen of the IHnity 
»Hise-, who was a great benefaelior to this his native toWnr^^^ifttf 
Xfov, 1, 1787, set. 80, and was here interred with great frtneraHpomp. 
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MELFOBD, SUFFOLK; 

RECTOR^ 
THE REV, B. FRANCIS, M. A. 



Thb Town of MeUbrd is situated in the Hundred of Babergfa, four 
miles from Sudbury, its Church, a most exquisite specimen of architect 
tmre in Edward the Fourth's reign, stands upon a rising ground at the 
northern extremity of the Town, on the west side of the road to Bury* 
Formerly the Church belonged to the richly endowed Abbey of St. 
Edmund at tiiat place, when the Abbot occasionally resided at Mel- 
ford Hall, on the east side of the Green, which Seat, together wiib the 
adTowson of the Churdi, after the Dissolution, were granted to Sir Wil- 
liam Cordell, Knight IPtom a series of auUientic and curious manu- 
scripts, now in the possession of the Rev. William Tylney Spurdens, of 
North Walsham, in Norfolk, and most obligingly communicated, we are 
happy to be enabled to lay before our readers a very particular account 
df thiii interesting edifice in its former state. The first MS. we transcribe 
IB dated August, 1688, and appears to hav<e been written by the Rector 
of the CHiurth at that period. 

** Mnck about Uie middle of the Parish of MeUbrd, al's Long Mel- 
ford, in Suffolk, upon an Hill, most pleasant for air and prospect, 
th(Nre standiBth a large and beautiful Church called Trinity Church, 
because dedicated to the Holy and undivided Trinity." ** It hadi 3 
Bes, w^ from the North wail to the South wall, contain together in 
breadth, 61 feet 6 inches. Part of it was of an old erection, viz. the 
whole North He, the Steeple, a great part of the Porch and pliaps 
the East end c^ the South Be. All the other parts are of a much 
lat^ erection; as by the different sort of building, & the several In- 
iroriptiotts still ektant, in and aboiit Uie said Church, may most evi- 
dexkHyi appear." '' The Middle Be, viz. from the Steeple^y' excliteive, to 
die East end of the Chancell, hath one entire advanced Roofe, in length, 
16S &et' and 6 inches ; dbtaiit'from the pavement beneath, 41 feet and 
0- inches, snppmrted on each side with ten arched Pillars, separating the 
said Middle He from the 2 other Bes, which are in height 24 feet^ and 
in length 185 feet and 4 inches. 
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*'Tbe Pious BenefiM^nrSy concerned ia tlie building the advanced lie 
may be known, and, let their memories never perish, by the Inscriptions 
under the Battlements, without the Chnrch, and by like Inscriptions in 
the windows, undemolished, within Uie Church. 

'' From the Inscriptions under y* Battlements of y* advanced He with- 
out y* Churchy beginuing on the North side : and here, John Clopton, 
Esqr. worthily deserves to have his memory preserved/ a zealous Sc 
eminent promoter of the new erection. ** He built the four first pillars 
and arches on the North ude, counting from East to West, whereof one 
of y* is in y* Nave of the Church, dio' his name be now obliterated, & 
by time & weather quite eaten out" " Though y* afores' Inscription be 
now obliterated, yet several persons have read the same, y* obliteration 
being bat of very late date, and in particular, Uie present Rector of y* 
Cblirch, who .hereby sacredly and solemnly affirms that y* merit of the 
action was ascribed to one or more of y* family of y* Cloptons, and, as 
he remembreth and verily believeth, to John Ciopton, in memory and good 
of him, his wife, his children, and his ancestois. Nay, to this very day, 
though y* rest be obliterated and worn out .... tOn is plain to 
be espyed w^ insinuates y' Clopton was ^ Benefactor for y' building 
of those arches and pillars. After him, this Inscription follows : Pray 
for the Soul of Rob' Sparrow, and Marion his wife, & for Thomas 
Cooper, Sc Marfpiret bis wife, of whose goods, Mr. Gyles Dent, John 
Ciopton, John Smith, and Roger Smith, with the help of the well dispo- 
sed men of this town, did these 6 arches new rear Anno D^ni MCCCC 
.. •• & 1"*. '' Whereas y' full account of the Annus D'ni be defiiced, 
yet by reason of y* mention of Giles Dent in the Inscription and y* 1^ 
at y* end of y* said account, it is, ought, and can be no otherwise y* 
Anno D'ni 1481, for Mr. Giles Dent was instituted into y* Rectory of 
Melford 18 Aprjiis, 1474; he made his will 19 April, 1484, nominating 
Rob' Cutler and Thomas Ellis his executors, and John Ciopton his su- 
pervisor : on July y* 7th, following, he adds a Codicil to it, bequeath- 
ing all y* grain of his Glebe, and his Tithes, to be disposed of in cha^ 
ritable uses. Thomas Aleyn,al's Carver, his successor, was instituted 14 
Sept 1484, into y* said Parsonage, and therefore there being 1^ to end 
y* Annus wherein y* North side of that advanced He was finished, it 
could be no other, as before is hinted, than y^ Annus D'ni 1481. 

"From y* Inscriptions under y* Battlements ofy* s^ advanced Isle on 
y* South side beginning at y* West end, by y* Steeple, w*^ are as fol- 
ic weth: Pray for y* Souls of Roger Moryel, Maipiret and Katha- 
rine his wives, of whose goods the said Katharine, John Ciopton, Bfas- 
jter WiUiam Twaitys, and John Smith, did these ;6 arches new rear, and 
did make the pavement, there away, Anno D'ni Millesimo Quadringente- 
simo primo. Pray for y^Soul of Thomas Couper, that did this Arch 
rear, Pray for y* Soul of Lawrence Martin', and Marion his wife, and 
2 
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for Richard Martin, and Elizabeth, and Joan, his wives, of whose goods 
these Arches, in Chancel, reared Anno D'ni M.GCCCLl. 

<« From the Inscriptions under the Battlements of the South Isle with- 
out, from the Steeple to the Porch : Pray for y* Soul of Master Giles- 
Dent, late Parson of Melford, of whose goods, John Clopton, Robert 
Coteler, and Thomas Elys, did this Arch make and glase, and the Roofe 
over y^ Porch. Pray for y* Soul of William Clopton, Margery Cloptbn 
his wife, and for the Soul of Alice Clopton, and for John Clopton, and 
for all those Souls that y* said John is bound to pray for. 

'* From the Porch to y^ East end of y* said South Isle, as also at the 
East end thereof: Pray for y* Soul of Roger Moryel, of whose goods 
this Arch was made. Pray for y* Soul of John Keek, and for his Fader 
and Moder, of whose goods this Arch was made. Pray for y* Soul of 
lliomas Elys, and Joan his wife, and for the good speed of Joan Elys, 
makers hereof. Pray for y* Soul of John Pye, and Alice his wife, of 
whose goods this Arch was made, and these twayn windows^glased. 
Pray for y* Soul of John Dyst, and Alice, and for y* good speed of John 
Dysty and Christopher, makers hereof. Pray for the Souls of Law- 
rence Martin, and Marion his wife, and Elizabeth Martin, and Joan, 
and for y* good estate of Richard Martin and Roger Martin, and their 
wives, and all y' children of ........ . this Isle' was 

made Anno D*ni MiUesimo CCCC^ LXXX« & IIIP. 

** The Inscription round y* Chappel, called our Lady's Chappel: Pray 
for y" Soul of John Hill, andfory^Soul of John Clopton, Esqrs.; and Pray 
for the Soul of John Loveday Butler, w**" John Clopton; of whose goods 
this Chappel is imbaylish^ by his executors. Pray for y* Soul of 
William Clopton, Esqr. Margery, and Margery, his wives, and for all 
their parents and children, and for the Soul of Alice Clopton, and for 
John Clopton, and for all his children, and for y* Souls y^ the said 
John is bound to pray for, which did this Chappel new rear. Anno Wm 
M CCCC LXXXX III. Christus sit testis haec me non exhibuisse ut 
merear laudes, sed ut Spiritus memoretur. Roger Smith & Robert 
Smith." 

The next MS. appears to be of the same date, and handwriting, as 
the former, and is entitled, 

'' Benefactors, as by the Inscriptions in the windows, undemolished^ 
within the Chnrch of Melford. 

** The East window^ celebrated formerly for its Imagery, and painted 
glass, hath nothing in it now but white glass, as likewise the first 
window on the South side of the Churchy from the East, lyeth vnder 
the same defacement 

<< The Second window, on the same side, hath at the very top, in one 
light, $[« )^. j&. i. e. Jesus horn' Salvator, and in another HI* i. e. Maria, 
under the aforesaid lesser lights, in the upper part of the said window^ 
3 
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ia the first pane thereof, nothing but white glass. In the otiier two 
panes thereof, 2 Songs w^ crowns on their heads, incircled with glory, 
having globes in their hands. In the lower part of the said window 
nothing but white glass. 

Hie Third window, on the yery top of it, hath %. H^. ;&. in another 
light, jRterCp. In the next light thereunto, the Martin's dothmark, wfaieh 
is a Globe, with a cross, and streamer on the top, with H, on the one 
ttde, and |Rt. on the oUier, and in the next light M* F^ Maria, ut prius. In 
the upper part of the window, beneath these lighta, there are 3 Imageries, 
all in glory, the middle whereof is supposed to be the Blessed Virgin, and 
all of them encompassed with flower de luces ; the first whereof Imth 
a sword in his right hand, and a book in his left; the other, a long 
and profose beard: aO three sitting in chairs, as at-resl^ in glory. 

The Fourth window, on the yery top of it, hath in one lighl % 1^. ;6. in 
anotiier light, JRtetCp, in another JKU ut prius. In the upper part of the 
said window, beneath these lights, there are 3 Imageries, in glory, in eadi 
fNine, one, sitting in their chairs, as at rest, the 9td whereof hath a 
black cap on his head, a blue wardrobe, and seemingly 2 pencils in his 
hands. In the 3 panes, of the lower part of the said window, nothmg 
but white glass. 

** The Fifth window hath on the top of it, in the lesser lights % |^ i6, 
M^tttTl, Ut. 3Rt. with his dothmark, and jH. pro Maria, ut prius. In llie 
upper part, of the said window, beneath these 3 lights, an Abbot, or 
Bishop, in the first pane thereof, with a mitre on his head, a Pope, with 
his triple Crown, in the second, a Cardmal, with his hat and scarlet, in 
the next, all encircled with glory, and sitting in chairs, as at rest. In the 
lower part of the said window, and in the first pane thereof, a Priest, as 
is supposed, with the Tabernacle in his hand, in the second pane, Maiy 
Magdalene, widi her hair dissheyelM & her box of spikenard in ber hand. 
Li the 3rd pane, the Imi^ery not known. Under the Imagery of the four 
last mentioned windows, in the upper part, there are these words written 

as foUoweth . Katarine Margarete uxorem gus, Sc 

pro alabus Roberto Moryell&Alicieuxoris ejus de 

Hyene & pro a'iabus o'ium hujus . . . Ecdelse in Melford, memoriam 

de bonis prsefati Rogeri Bee fene yitriate Anno D'ni 

W CCCC LX**, and in the lower part of the Fourth window, last^men- 

tioned, under the Imagery thereof, there is written Rectoir 

hujus Eocritt necnon Matildi Hyne in D'ni. Bon. &ct 

«' The Sixtli window, which is the first in the Churdi, all the former be- 
ing in the Chaneell, hath^ in. the lesser lights on the top of it, %#•;&• 
Mttt^f ft. .m. with the Martin's dothmark between, and ji. pro M«r 
ria, ut prius. Underneath these lights, and in the upper part of the said 
window, in the first.pane, nothing but white glass ; the second pane mostly 
white glass ; the third pane, St. Vincent, standing, with a book in his 
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hMXki, and his head enoiffcled mth gloiy ; haviagy on Qua side <tf Us £l|Ci^ 
Sanctse, and, on the other side, Vincenti. Under the aforesaid 3 paiias 

this mscriptioa remains • Coi^per and Mary his wife* 

. . . . . In the lower part of the said window, and b the first pane 
thereof, a King, with a crown on his head and a sceptre in his hand, and 
a flower de luce on each side of hia head. In the second pane, 8t» 
Christopher, as is supposed, sed quaere. In the third, Mary Magdalene, 
widi her hair dishevdled, and a box of spikenard in her hand Under 
which three pictures diere is written. Orate pro animabas . . • • 
• . re Marione ista Ecc'sim multipliciter deoorata est & oraata. 

The Seventh window hath, in tte lesser lights on the top of it, ^. 1^. j& 
JItotCPt It* |RI«» with the Martin's clothmark between, and J||. pro Ma»a^ 
ut prius. Underneath, in the three upper panes, there are three seisera} 
pictures of the Blessed Virgin, alike in face and wardrobe^ By the face 
of the first is written Maria, by the face of the second, Alma ]>ei Gfuir 
trix, by the face of the third, Sancta, the rest broken ; with this Subsfiripi- 
tioa • • . . Dent, John Clopton, Esq. John Smith, apdBiOger Smith, 
this arch did repair of new. In the lower part of the said window, and 
In the first pane thereof, supposed to be Joseph, y* spoused husband of 
the Blessed Virgin ; in the second, the Virgin herself, with theoew ham 
babeinonehandyasoeptreinthecAer, and acrowaiqpKwiherhead. In 
the third, supposed to be one of the wise men« haTing a golden cup.in 
one hand, full of burning incense, and in the other a bundle of myrrh, sed 
de his qusere. Subscribed, Orate pro a'i'abus Joanms Waias, Johalais 
Felt & Abigal uxor eo'ru, fuit optima adjtttriz . ^ » « noTamfabii^ 
cam hujus Ecc'siae. 

'^The Eighth window, in the lesser lights nothing; underneath* in;tbB 
firsipane, q[ the upper greater lights, towards the top» Hie Jdiaaw; mr 
4er which, is Herod and his wife; under Herod, a woman with an in- 
fisnt m her anns ; under his wife« St. John laid along. Hiatem; qvm^ 
Under the said prostrated St. John is written S^^ Johannes ; and,, under 
that, the soldiers arresting him. In the second pane, St». Mm if^ ^ 
Wilderness, having over his head these letteis, ecpe. angum, which, 
probably, should have been ecce agnum. In the third pane, St John 
baptizing the Holy Jesus. In the lower part, in the first pane the^ekPiCv 
the soldier with the swoid in his hand, and John the Baptiot lyin|p 19 th^ 
prison with his head off; underwritten, S^^ Johannes. In the s9$|om4 
pane, Herod die Tetrarch, and llerodias his wife, with theis senrA^ 
about tbem, their daughlw kneeling by, presenting a ohaiger with 4lo 
Baptist's head in it, underwritten, S^ JohaHnea Baptista. |b thethH^ 
pane, St. John Baptist's Disciples, standing about die trunk dT hift b^^, 
in order to their haying been to his buriall. In the middle ^her^of is 
written, in letters reversed, S^ Johannes Baptista; and, at Ae bottom 
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tif Ae said wiod^m. Orate pro animabiis Johannes Smith & Margaiet & 
Agaetenx 

'' The Ninth window, in the lesser lights, in the top, notiiing. In tiie first 
paae of the upper part, underneath, St Peter with his key. In the se-t 
cond pane, St Paul with his sword. In the third pane, St Andrew wilft 
Us cross; and, underneath them. Pray for the sonles of Rob^Colet, 
Marion, and Maigaret, his wives. And in the first pane of the lower 
part of the said window, St John with a cup in his left hand ; in the se- 
cond, St. James the Great with staff and his «crip ; in the third pane, St 
Simon the Zealot with his spectacles on his nose, and a book in Jiia 

hand; underneath whom there is written, of whose 

goods John Clopton, Thomas Elys, & John Haugh, did this window 
glase. 

'< The Tenth window, in the lesser lights, on the top, nodiing. In the 
uf^rpart, underneath those lesser lights, there are three imageries, sup- 
posed to be three oUier Apostles, sed de his quaere ; and underneath 
them is written. Pray for the soules of Roger Hoo, Alson, & Elizabeth, 
his wires; and in the three panes of the lower part of the said window 
are three more Inmgeries, the first and last being almost defaced, the 
middle one wholly remaining, supposed to be all Apostles ; under whom 
is written, Of whose goods John Clopton,* Mr. Gyles Dent, and Thomas 
Elys, did this window glase. 

''The EleTenth window, in the lesser lights on the top 3|.i^.;&. adiran* 
ced between two K^'s at a distance below. In the first pane, m the up- 
per part, beneath these lesser lights, there is St Katherine <^wned, 
with S** on one side her face, and Katherina on the other. In the se^ 
cond pane, the imagery defaced. In the third pane, a man holding in 
one hand a book open, in the other a staff, with a cross on the top of it, 
by which there is written M^*. underneath which pane is written, Pray 

forthesonlof ~. ; In the first pane of 

the lower part of the said window, St Peter with a key in his hand ; in 
the second and third, mitred Bishops with their croziers in their' hands. 
The Subscription, thereunto belonging, defaced. 

''The Twelfth window, in one of the lesser lights on the top % ]|. ^., in 
anoUier Help, and, in the first pane beneath, the imagery defaced; in 
the second, the Blessed Virgin, her babe in her left arm, with a crown 
on her head, and a sceptre in her right hand ; in the third, a Bishop^ 
with his mitre on his head, and a crosier in his left hand. In the low§r 
part, and in the first pane thereof, a King crowned, with his sceptre in 
one hand and a jarelin in the other. In the second pane, St Cytha, ha- 
ying her head encircled wiUi glory, and on one side of her face, S**, and 
on the othlBr, Cytha. In the third pane, a Priest with a wand in his hand, 
on the left side of whose face there is written Role, and just above bis 
6 
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knee are wrifien other letters, supposed to be Kapball, and ubdemeiatb 

the said window. Orate p' a'i'abus Bichardi Wawyn 

& Katharine uxor su» .... 

^^The Thirteenth window, in the lesser lights above, is written, Sit noHien 
i>*ni Benedictum, and under them, in the first pane, Moses, as appears 
by Ikis horns on his head ; in the second pane, Aaron, as appears by his 
priesdy yestments; in the third pane, Saul, as appears by his muitle: 
lied de his oi'bus quaere. In the lower part of Uie said window, and in 
the first pane thereof, St John the Evangelist, and by him is written, St. 
Johannes Evangelista. In the second pane, St Peter, and by him is 
written, S^ Petrus. In the third pane, St James, and by him is written 
S*^ Jacobus ; and under them is written. Orate • ... his Horset 

&proai'abus . .... .Johannis . .- . Robert! 

■* • . . Agnete uzoris. 

The Fourteenth window, in the lesser lights nothing* In the first pane 
•of the upper part, beneath those lesser lights, a picture of a man, whose 
hands, tibighs, and legs are naked, and the upper part defaced. In the 
second, supposed to be King David. In the third, supposed to be King 
4^1omon. In Uie lower part of the said window, and the first-pane, the 
Blessed Virgin, with our Saviour in her lap, as taken from the cross, 
with the crown of thorns on his head; in the second pane, Mary Magda* 
len weeping, sed quaere ; in the third pane, our Blessed Saviour naked, 
mthhis crown of thorns upon his head. The Subscription of both parts 
defaced. 

" The Fifteenth window, in the lesser lights fourcoats of arms, de quibus 
quaere. In the upper part, beneath these lesser lights, and in the first 
pane, St Bernard, with his crozier, and by him is written S'** Bemardus. 
In Uie second pane, our Blessed Saviour, with his scarlet, robe, and- 
thorny crown. The third pane, nothing but white glass. At the foot of 
them is this Subscription, Orate pro bono statu Johannis Pie & Alicie 
....&... statu Johannis Firmin &..... uzoris 
«jus. In the lower part of the window, and in the first pane, supposed 
t6 be Mary JMagdalene. In the second pane, nothing but white glass. 

Jn the third pane, a Priest At the bottom of all pro 

vivis & mortuis . . • . 

''The Sixteenth window, in the lesser lights, on the top, Nomen est D'ni 
Benedictum. In the upper part, and in the first pane, underneath these 
Jights, nothing but white glass. In the second pane, a Flower Pot, beset 
with flowers, imitating such a picture in. the thirty-second page of the 
Virgin Marie's Office, set forth by Pope Pius 6tl), .the book printed at 
Antwerp, in the Year 1508. . In the third pane, the Blessed Virgin, sit- 
ting in a chair, and encircled.with this inscription, Ecce Ancilla D'ni fiat 
mihi. In the lower part of the window, in Uie first pane, nothing but 

«¥hite glass ; in the second, nothing also but white glass. In the third 
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paae, a Pielire of a Man, MMewhaidefecadl, MdBgnytiii^baBd 
a bode, aii4 in Ilia left baad a staff, with a ooMM die top; bykiahead 
written 8^ Barthd, aed de illo qooe. Underneath aabseiibed » • ^ 
« • • Isabella i9or ^na • • • 

^ The Seyenteentli window, in the lesser lights nothing. In the uffti 
Vatt^ and in the first pane nndemeath these lighta, St Edainnd the ^ig, 
with his crown on his head, Us soeplre in Us lighft hand, and an arrow 
ia his left; teder his feet written S^ Edarandas* In die second pane, 
part ef ao iaiagery subscnbed 8*" Aatoaias. In the diird pane tte 
inagerj defiMod. In the lower part, and ia the fiiat pane, nothing hat 
white glass; la the seeond paae, Saiat Katharine, with her ^rtied; on 
the oae side of her fiice written, 8*^, and on the other Catheiiaa. In the 
dnrd pane, an imagery sopposed to be Sfdal Barnabas ; on one side of 
his face B. on the other side, bas, sed de Ulo qocie; andemeath wiudi 

pane is wiitleo estmor. et.pio bono state Agael nxor 

^as • . . • Johannis et Bbrione uxor e^oa. 

''The Eighteenth window, in the lesser lights, on thetop, two Piiests. 
In the apper part, and in the three panes, andemeath these a£nesaid 
lesser lights, is nothiag bat white glass* la the lower part, and the first 
pane» S(U Dennis habited, with hb croaier ia Us hand; on one side of 
his bend, 8anot»^ and on the other side Deonisi. In the two other 
panes, nothing bat white giUss. 

*'In theXIneteMith window, which isthe window on the sooth side next 
the steeple, in the lesser lights, on the top, two Coates of Anns^ The 
rest of tte wiadow hath neither imagery nor snperacrqption. 

«<Onthe North side of the Chaidi, fiwm theSteepk, Bastwaid, in 
the first wiadowp aad the ttpper lesser light, a Coate of Ams. In the 
third pane, of the npper pari ot the said Window, ander those lesser 
lights, the head, and part of the body, of a wonum; all the rest, white 
^ass» 

''Xhe Secondwindow,inthelesserlights, aCoatof Arms. In the se- 
cond paae of the uppor part, ander those lights, is a Wonmn; aU the 
rest white glass, or withoat remark. Underwritten, in a oonfbsed me- 
thod, . • . pro anima Honorabilb Dominm • . . . Dociasv; 
according to Mr. Bice's Breyyary, who took some aoeoant of the 
Churoh before the late wars, ndw m the heads of Bfr. Bobett Torking- 
ton, ofBrettaaham^ Soff., itis thusenteradr In Fenestra prope Caak^ 
penile, in sammitate Eoelesi«, is tUs written^ Orate pro aVa Honorabi- 
lis Piinciplsstt Dom' BUsab' Baeissis 8affUk« la the said window are 
theee Annes, DeLiPole, aamwe^ ^fet^behsisentkneLecparMfaeiB, Or; 
#hioh impaled France and Bagland^ whidi Was the dilughter of Bielmrd 
Flaatagenet, Duke of York, sister to Eaig Edward ^h aad to Bichard 
ad; she was wifo of Jcbu De la Pole, Ddke of SaflUk, who died anno 
1439« Qa»re, whether these two first wkaiows have aot been con- 
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foiuided together. In the lower part of the said second window, in the 
first pane, there is nothing but white glass; in the second pane, a Wo- 
man, with her face turned backward and upward ; in the third pane, 
Howard, in his Coat Armour, kneeling ; under whom is written, Johannis' 
Howard Miles. 

''The Third window hath, in Uie lesser upper lights, nothing ; and in the 
three under lights beneath them, nothing but white glass ; only at the 
foot is this inscription, Orate pro bono statu D*ni Druris . . . . ac 
pro .... Domine. In the lower part of the said window, Wil- 
liam Clopton, between, his two wives, viz. Juditha, daughter of Grey, of 
Bockenham, and Cockwell, subscribed Juditie Clopton iil • . . • . 
Mar' Clopton fil . . . Cockwell uz .* . . 

''The Fourth window, in the upper part of the glass, very muc^defaced, 
but represents together .... Denham and his wife, in their Coat 
Armour, having this subscription .... bono statu D^pi Denham 
. . . . D'na uxore sua. see Weevet^i Fan. Man. foL WO, In the 
lower part of the said window. Sir William Clopton and Dame . . . 
Trussel, his wife ; viz. in the first pane, Sir William Clopton, kneeling, 
and his hands as praying, subscribed W" Clopton Miles .... In 
the second pane, Trussel, his wife, underwritten, Francisca Clopton ; in 
the. third pane, the glass ibueh defaced, but the picture seems to be Sir 
Wflliam Clopton, kneeling, ut prius, having this subscription, Willielmus 
Clopton Miles ... 

"The Fifth window, in the upper part, Howard impaling Oxford, in 
their Coat Armonr, under which is written. Orate pro bono statu D*ni 
Howard ac pro Domina uxore sua ; in the lower part thereof, three Clop* 
tons, in effigie, kneeling, subscribed Walterius Clopton Miles, Thomas 
Clopton Miles, WilFus Clopton de Ashendon Armiger. 

"The Sixth window, in the upper part thereof, there are, in their Coat 
Armours, .kneeling^ three effigies, whereof two are supposed to be one 
and the same man, and, in the middle of them, a woman, the wife to 
the said person ; and under them is written. Orate pro bono statu D'ni 
Thomae Montgomery Militis, ac pro Dna Dame Phillippe uxore sua ; 
their. Coat Asmour gules,.itL ehwron ermin, between three Jlawer de htcei, 
or. Sir Thomas Montgomery, Knight of the Garter, in Edward 4th'8 
time, see, Weever*8 Fun: Man/foL 609. In the under part of the said win* 
dow Sir Thomas Clopton, between his two wives,* one the daughter of 
Walter Clopton, the other the daughter of ... . Mylde Arm . . 
. . bearing, tworings gemmell $ahle, upon the upper part of the bend. 

" The Seventh window, in the upper part, the effigies of three Judges, 
thus subscribed. Pray for the good state of William Howard, Chief 
Justice of England; and for Richard Picot, and John Haugh, Justices 

' * The 'remaining part of tliis account of the painted windowii is from another MS. in % 
ctiltont hand to the former, and appears to be of Ma date. 
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of the Law. Boward lived ia Kiag £dwmrd the lint's tune, and Hkt 
other two in King Edward the Fourth's time. In the lower part, William 
Cloptoo, Esq. between his two wives, Drurye and Fraaoes, aad mur 
derneath the said Wilham is written, W. Cbpton, Arm. filios ^t h»res, 
Thomae Clopton, Militis ; and under the first wife is written. Uxor WK' 
Clopton, filia Dniry; under the second wife, hsres £lie.Francb. 

*' The Eighth window, in the upper part, Beinaforth, with his two 
wives, under whom is written, as foUoweth — Orate pro bono statu Lanreo^ 
tii Beinsforth, Militis, et Dn» Hungerford, et Bysabeths Beinsforth, 
uxor suaru' et filioru* suor* et filioru' suaru. Beneath • 



'' The Ninth window, in the upper put, three women in their Coat Ar- 
mour, having this following inscription — ^Pruy for the 3oul of Dame Anne 
Hay, and specially for Dame Margaret Jeynitm, and for the good state of 
Elysabeth Walgrave; they, all three bear £npta, a feu mbk^ ketmem 
three beehives, or, the first impaling Argent, a fern behoeen tkrjee Jbfomi 
heads erated, or, the second impayling Walgrave, the third impay- 
ling, Or, on a bend guies, three martiette argeni* In the lower part, two 
Cloptons in their Goat Armour, and Marrow, the wife of one of them, n 
theiniddle. . 

^' The Tenth window, in the upper part is Joslin, in his Lord Mayor's 
Qabit, with Clifford and his wife in their Coat Armomr, under whom 
ar6 written as foUoweth<^Pray for the Soul of Balf Joslin, twice Mayor- 
of London ; and for the good estate of Ben. Clifford, and Dame Elizabetb 
his wife ; the said Elizabeth Clyfford bears Ermim, three barruietie c2mi* 
cette table. In the lower part is Elizabeth Clopton in her Coat Ar- 
mour, between Gedney and Cavendish, which are supposed to be her 
two husbands, under whom is written as followeth^-Orate p* aTa Joan- 
nis Gedney, Mayoris Civitatis Lpndinensis . • • . Boberti Caven- 
dish et ElizjEibetbe, uxoris ^us ac • . . • • . 

^rmig. 

'* The Eleventh window, in the upper part is Montgomery andDarcy,attd 
the effigies of two females, viz, Darcy iii^eal, two cktfinmi asMre, under 
whom is written. Orate p' bono statu Annie ||[ontgomerie«et p' aTabos 
D'na Elinore Gy vel, Margarette Gyvel de • • • • • • orum ami- 

corum suorum. Jn the lower part are three effigies, Harliston and Alice 
his wife, and Clopton, under whotan is written as foUowetb^Oiate (»o 
a'i'abus Joannis Harlistonj senioris, etAlicifC uxoris ^us, fili» W* Clop- 
ton, et pro aVaJoannis Harlistoni.filius ethasres 

^ The Twelfth window, in the upper part is Azure, anestoUe with dxpoHiie 
argent impaling Argent, on a f est between ikree irefmk tUpped, gnies, an 
egcatiop of thejield ; and Drury , impaling the last coat Three effigies, a- 
man between two women, inscribed .... • pro statu • • • • 
armig. et pro D'na Anna uxor ejus et . . >. • • • per uxoris ejus. 
10 
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Ill the tower part three effigies, one of a man, the other two, of women : 
dB the man's coat, Argeni, on a chevron tahle^ a cross crosslet of the field, 
and Axure^ two fyom passant guardani^ or, on the first woman's coat, the 
same, impaling Clopton. On the second woman, the same, impaling 
Argent', a chevron gules, on the upper part, two torteauxes, on the lower 
part, a muUet gules, under whom is written. Orate pro anima Joannis 

I>enst6n, et pro bono statu Oatiierinse uxor ejus filiae 

Clopton Arm. a.c Annae Brent, filis et hsredis p'ftito Joannis et Cat^ 
rins. 

'' The Thirteenth window, in the upper part, .Peyton, between his two 
wives, in a Goat Armour, Clopton and Hilton, under whom is written. 
Orate pro a'i'abus Thomae Peyton Armig. senior, et Margarettae et Mar- 
garettse uxor* suarum. Underneath, Bookwood, between his two wives, 
Hflton and^Clopton, in their Coat Armonr : Uxor, William Rookwood, 
lliomA Rookwood, uxor Thomse Rookwood, fil. de Hilton, filiae Wil- 
Kam Rookwood, fifitt Joannis Clopton. 

" The Fourteenth window, in the upper part, three Angells, St. Gabriel, 
St Michael, St. Raphael. In the lower part three effigies, Curtior be- 
tween his two wives, in Coat Armour, uxor Thomse Curtior, Thomas 
Curtior, Armiger, Uxor Thomte Curtior, Arm. filius Joannis Scoynford, 
filins et haeres Joannis Curtior. Joannis Clopton, Armig. 

''The Fifteenth window, in the upper part, S^Ducius, with his left hand 
lifted up as praying, S^ Franciscus holding a book open, with both hands, 
and witiiin the bend of bis right arm, a staff advanced, with a cross on the 
top, Petrus Mille. At their feet, Orate pro anima Elizabethae Drury et 

Henrici Hardman et Willi. Twaytes In 

the lower part St George witii bis red cross on his right arm and in his 
armour. A Priest with his Censer in his right hand, and a taper in his 
left,Ora(te pro*, et pro bono stata Joannis Story, et Joannitf Stannard, Cle- 
riorum et Benefactorum. 

** The SixteenUi window, in the upper part, S^ Andreas, with his cross. 
The Blessed Virgin, with our Saviour in her lap, as taken from the Cross, 
with his Crown of Thorns on his head, and the print of the nails in his 
feet and hands. St Gyles, with a crosier in his hand, at his feet S^^gi- 
(^8, and under that, Laudes D'ni in aetemnm cantabo. Orate pro anima 
Magistri Ejidii Dent, quondam Rectoris hujus £cclesi«. In the lower 
part nothing, being all white glass. 

<< The Seventeenth window, S'^Oswoldus, S^ Edmundus, S** Edwar- 
dus, tinder the feet of St Oswald, a shaven Monk ; and under St. Ed- 
ward, and St Edmund, two mitred Abbots. Underneath is written. Orate 
pro anima, Edwardi Hragham, nuper Abbatis de Bury, et pro bono 
statu, G. Bawlesdon Abbatis, et R'ci. Norton. In the lower part 
nothing. 
''The Eighteenth window, in the upper part, S^ Anna, with a child in 
11 
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her hand* supposed to be the blessed Virgin^ her daoghter. The Virgia 
Mary, with Crown and Sceptre, and her Son^ the blessed Jesus, in her 
arms, St Elizabeth, with John Baptist her son, in her arms, at their feet, 
under three Coats of Arms, is written, Elizabeths Ducissae Suffoclise. 

Plate 1, represents the whole of the south side of the Church. The 
ancient Tower has been replaced by a structure, differing greatly in stylei 
from the splendid architecture of which the rest of the building partakes. 
It was erected in 1725; the date appears on the key-stone, oyer tl|e 
west door. 

Plate 2, a view of the Pwch, shewing the architectural character of 
the Church, more in detail, with the manner in which the inscriptions over 
ihe windows, &c. are introduced ; they are all composed of flints, care- 
fully inserted in the stone-work. 

Plate 3, is a view of the Choir, looking east The general appear^ 
Auce at this point is striking ; no galleries interfere with the beautiful 
effect of the architecture, the style of which was so well suited to the 
magnificence and splendour of the ai|cient service. 

The following curious manuscript, by Hoger Martin,. Esq. of Melford 
Place^ who lived in the time of the Reformation, relates many interesting 
particulars of the Religious Ceremonies observed at this Church: 

** The State of Melford Church and our Ladle's Chappel at the East md, 

as I did know U. 

. *' Memoranda At the back of the High Altar, in the said Church, there 
was a goodly mount, made of one great Tree, and set up to the foot of 
the window there, carved very artificially, with The Story ofChnst^sPaS' 
sion, representing the horsemen with their swords, and the footmen, &c. as 
tb^y used Christ on the Mount of Calvary, all being fair gilt, and lively 
and beautifully set forth. To cover and keep dean all the which, thtfre 
were very fair painted boards, made to shut to, which were opened 
upon high and solemn Feast Days, which then was a very beautiful 
shew ; which painted boards were there set bp ag^in in Queen Mary's 
time. At the north end of the same Altar, there was a goodly gilt Ta- 
bernacle, reaching up to the roof of the Chancell, in the which there was 
one fair large gilt image of The Holy Trinity, being Patron of the Church, 
besides other fair images. The like Tabernacle was at the south end. 

*' There was also in my lie,* called Jesus He, at the back of the Altar, 
a table w^ith a crucifijc on it, with the two thieves hanging, on every side 
one, which is in my House decayed, and the same I hope my heires will 
repaire, and restore again, one day. There was also two &ir gilt Taber- 
nacles, from the ground up to the roofe, with a fair Image ofJesus^ in the 
Tabernacle at the north end of the Altar, holding. a round bawle in his 

* See Plate 4, view m the South Aisle, with the Pew of the &auly of Martio. 
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' i 

hand, sigoifyiiig, I tluDk, thaihe contaiiieth the whole round world; and, 
ia the Tabernacle at the south end, there was a fair image of our Blessed 
liady, haying the afflicted body of her dear son, as he was taken down, 
off the Gross, lying along in her lapp, the tears, as it were, running down 
pitifully upon her beautiful cheeks, as it seemed, bedewing the said sweet 
body of her son, and therefore named 7%e Image of our Lady of PUtf* 

*' Memorand. There was a fair Rood Loft, with the Rood, Mary and 
John, of every side, and with a^ fair pair of Organs standing thereby; 
which Loft extended all the breadth of the Church, and on Good Friday 
a Priest, then standing by the Rood, sang The Pamon; The side thereof, 
towards the body of the Church, in twelve partitions in boards, was fair 
painted with the images of the twelve Apostles. 

** All the Roof of the Church was beautified with fair gilt stars. Fi- 
nally, in the Vestry, where there were many rich Copes and Suites of 
vestments, there was a fair Press, with fair large doors to shut to, where- 
in there were made devises to hang on all the Copes, without folding or 
frumpling of them, with a convenient distance, the one from the other. 

*' In the Quire, there was a fair painted frame of timber, to be set up 
about Maunday Thursday, with holes for a number of fair tapers to stand 
in before the Sepulchre, and to be lighted in service time. Sometimes it 
Was set overthwart the Quire before the High Altar,* the Sepulchre being 
alwaies placed, and'finely garnished, at the north end of the High Altar; 
between that and Mr. Clopton's little Chappel there, in a vacant place of 
the wall, I think upon a Tomb of one of his ancestors, the said frame 
with the tapers, was set near to the steps going up to the said Altar* 
Lastly, it was used to be set up, all along by Mr. Clopton's lie, with a 
door, made to go out of the Rood Loft into it 

<< Upon Palm Sunday, the Blessed Sacrament was carryed in Proces- 
sion about the Church *yard, under a fair Canopy, borne by four Yeomen ; 
the Procession coming to the Church Gate, went westward, and they with 
the Blessed Sacrament, went eastward; and wh^i the procession came 
against the door pf Mr. ClopU>ki's lie, they, with the Blessed Sacrament, 
an|i with a little bell and singing, approached at the east end of our La« 
die's Chappel, at which time. a. Boy, with a thing in bis hand, pointed to 
it, signifying a Prophet, as I t}iink, sang, standing upon the Tyrret that is 
on the said Mr. Clopton's lie doore, Ecce Rex tuus, venit, Sfc» ; and then 
all did kneel down, and then, rising up, went and met the Sacrament,- and 
so then, went singing together, into the Church, and coming near the 
Porch, a. Boy, or one of the Clerks, did cast over among the Boys 
flowers, and singing cakes, &c. 

** On Corpus Christ! day, they went likewise with tha Blessed Sacra- 

* Plate 5, is ft view acrontike Choir ; near the Altar, upon the north side, was placed 
the Sepulehrum Domini, mentipne4 above. Plate 6, shews the beantifnl interior of the 
Clopton Chapel, with the arch of the tomb, upon which the sepulchre was usually erected. 
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moit, in Procession about the Oharch green, in eopes ; and I think alsd, 
they went in Procession, on St. Mark's day, about the said green, with 
handbells ringing before them, as they did about the bounds of the Town, 
in Rogation Week, on the Monday, one way, on the Tuesday, another 
way, and on the Wednesday, another, praying for rain or fair weather, 
as the time required, having a drinking atid adinner there, upon Munday, 
being fast day; and Tuesday, beilig a fish day, they had a breakfast with 
butter and cheese, &c. at the Parsonage, and a drinkiog at Mr. Clopton's 
by Kentwell, at his Manor of Lutons, near the pOnd in the Park, where 
there was a little Ghappel, I tiiink of St. Anne, for that was Iheir longest 
perambulacion. Upon Wednesday, being fasting day, they had a drinldng 
at Melford Hall. All the Quire dined there, three times in the year at the 
least, viz. St. Stephen's Day, Midlent Sunday, and I think, upon Easter 
Munday. 

" On St. James's Day, Mass being sung then by note, and the Organs 
going in St. James's Ghappel, which itere brought into my House, with 
the Clock and Bell, that stood there, and the Organs which stood upo* 
«h^ Rood Loft, that was then a little from the Rood, which Cbappel 
hath been maintained by my ancestors, and therefore I Will, that my 
heires, when time serve, shall repair, place there, and maintain, all these 
things again. There were also fair stooles, on either side, such as are in 
the Church, which were had away, by John King's means, who was Sir 
William Cordelfs Baylif, about which Chappel, there was paled in, 
round about, a convenient piece of the Green^ for one to walk in. 

*' Memorand. On St. James's Even, there was a bonefire, and a tub 
of ale, and bread then given to the poor, and before my doore, there were 
made, three other bonefires, viz. on Midsuutmer Even, on the Even of 
St. Peter and Paul, when they had the like drinkings, and on St. Tho- 
mas's Even, on which, if it fell not on the ^sh day, they had some long* 
pyes of mutton, and peasecods, set out upon boards, with the aforesaid 
quantity of bread, and ale ; and in all these bonefires, some of the friends 
and more civil poor neighbours were called in, and sat at the board, with 
my Grandfather, who had, at the lighting of the bonefires, wax tapers, 
with balls of wax, yellow and green, set up, all the breadth of the Halt, 
lighted then, and burning there, before the image of Si. John the Baptist ; 
and after they were put out, a watch candle was lighted, and set in th^ 
midst of the said Hail, upon the pavement, burning all night 

<< This was transcribed by Mr. Jonathan Moor, by my order, out of 
certain papers written by, and belonging to Mr. Roger Martin, 
of Melford, who died drc ann. 29d Etiz, 1560. These papers 
were showed to me, by Mr. Valentine Martan, and were part of 
the large MS. book, lately wasted. N. B. 12dL April, 1692." 
The frilowing is copied from another Manuscript, relating emtitdj to 
the Furmture and Utensils of the Church, and is, perhaps, the most cu- 
rious list that has yet been printed in any Work : 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, MBLFORD, SUFVOU. 

« 

A Nate of the Utenmh and Fwrwtwre belonging to Melfard CShcre&y cuuf 
the Chappel adjogning^ taken, Anne 1529, andtraneenbed bg me out of 
a paper Book belonging to Sir Roger Martin, Baronet, tki» dOth 4ag 
of September, 1686. Witnesi mg kand, Nath. Bisbib. 

The Account made bg John Dgke and Bjobert Cawsten, Wardem of thg 
Church of Melfotd, the Wth day of December, in the gear of our lerd 
God 1529, and in the 2i$t gear of the reign of King Henrg VIII. 

FIRST OF THB PLATB, ORNAMENTS, AND GOODS, BBLONOINO TO 

THE SAID CHURCH. ._^ 

A Chaliee, parcel gilt, weighing 13 

A Chalice, whole gilt, the gift of Mr. Kerver, late panon of Melford ... 31 1 

A Chalice, parcel gilt, three of the feet broken ; belonging to Mr. Clopton's altar 11 

A Chalice, the gift of Sir Thomas Turret, late priest of Melford, parcel gih • 9 3 

A Chalice, the gift of Mawt Barker, belonging to Jesus Altar, parcel gilt . . 21 3 

A Chalice, belonging to Jesus Altar, the gift of Miriam Coort 22 

A Chalice, the gift of Jone Ellis, belonging to John Hill's altar, parcel gih . 15 . 

A Chalice» double gilt, with a quadrant crucifix upon the foot 41| 

A Chalice, the gift of Mr« John Clopton, double gih, with his arms upon the 

foot of the backside 22| 

A Chalice, the gift of John Mason, parcel gilt 13 

A ChaUce, the gift of John Hill, gilt 20 

The best Chalice, gilt 133i 

A Chalice, parcel gilt, which was some time in the keeping of Jefiery Foot . 20 
A MoDstrar, to bear in the Blessed Sacrament, the gift of Mr. John Clopton, 
and Sir John Langham, Knt., and their wives, of silver and gilt, with a cru- 
cifix of gold 13 

A relique of the Pillar that our Saviour Christ was bound to, the gift of Sir 
William Clopton, Knt., incl6sed with silver. 

Two Basons of silver and parcel gilt, the gift of John Hill « . 132 

A Silver Pot, the gift of Mother Barrel 3) 

A Pax* of silver, parcel gilt, with a crucifix of iron 10} 

A Pax, the gift of Robert Jermyn, parcel gilt 13J ' 

A>Pax, the gift of Isabel Boolington, parcel gilt 13j /O 

A Cross, with Mary and John, clean gilt • ' Ab\ . 

A Cross, the gift of RobtDyster, silver and gilt .' 53| 0. 

A Pix of nlver, and parcel gilt 21} 

A Chrysmatory of silver, parcel gilt, for oil and cream 22 

A little Chrysmatory of silver and enamelled, to bear in the Holy Oil of ex- 
treme Unction, which cost lOtf. Icf. . • • . . above 1 

A Ship of silver, and parcel gilt, the gift of Foot 9|0 

Another Ship of silver, parcel gilt, the Batchellor's gift . 13^ 

The ttdd Ship was given Anno 1517. 

T^o Silver Candlesticks, parcel gilt, the gift of Old John South 61 

A Censer, the gift of Trinity Guild, parcel gilt d3| a 

Another Censer, the gift of our Lady Guild* parcel gilt ...•.•*-... 31} 

Two Cruetts of silver, parcel gilt, the gift of ypui^g John Dfdi 10} 

Other two Cruetts of silver, parcel gilt, the gift of Mr. Roger Sipith . • . « 13} Q 

* The Pax, a piece of metal with the picture of Jesus Christ upon it, was solemnly ten- 
dered to all, at the conclusion of the Mass, to kiss, typical of the Kite of Peace, This ce- 
remony is now universally disused. 
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CHtlRCH OF THE HOI.t' TRINITT| MBLFORD, SUFFOLK. 

Herettfier, tpeeifieth of dii such JeweU$, vnth aiher cmaments, pertai$dng 

to Our Lady Chappel, in Melford aforemid. 

fint, a Girdle, the gift of Maid. Broke, of silTer, and enamelled with ten Bam, and the 

Corse is green, weighing with the Cone li^ oz. Now it is ttoUn. 
A Red Girdle, the gift of Mad. Tye, weighing with the Cross 4 oz. Now stolen. 
Tea Langets of silver, the ^ft of die said Alice Tye, weighing IJoz. with the strings. 

RIHGS OF SILVER AND SOME GILT. 

Tlnee Rings upon the Afaam of Our Lady. Two Little Rings, one i^idling another. 

Four Little Rings shelled together, in silver. 

Upon the said Apron, a spon of silver, which spon was broken, to seit in, the stones about 

our Lady« , 

An Onch of gold, and enamelled, with one stone in the midst of it, with three perls aboat it 
A Pair of Beads, of Coral, with the Pater Noster of silver, and upon the same Bead^ 

one piece of Coral, closed in silver, and oat buckle of silver. 
A Pair of small Jett Beads, with a Button of silver and gilt, for the Ciede^ and -upon the 

satte Beads be twenty-three small round beads of silver. 
A Stone, enclosed with silver, and gilt, with the Trini^ graven on the backside. 
A Lyon, or Lebard, parcel gilt, with a chain to the same, 
A Piece of Corall, closed in silver, the gift of Alice Tye. 
A Buckle, with ten Stones, set in the same. 
A Buckle of silver and gilt, with thirteen square chequers upon it. 
A Budde, with three stones in it, and three are out. 
An Agnus Dei, enclosed in silver and gilt. 

Two other, like hoops, with either of them four branches i^on them, of silver. 
Ten other small buckles, whereof four be silver, and I suppose the other is none. 
Upon the said Apron eleven grants. One stone closed in cloath. In sQiall pence, 2UL 

ob. A little Stone closed in silver. Sum of the weight of all these Jevrells weighing 

with the Apron 22 oz. 

COATS BELONGING TO OUR LADY. 

First, a Coat for the good days, of doth 6f tissue, bordered with white; and for her son, 

another of the same, in like case. 
A Coat of crimson velvet, and another for her son, in like case. 
A Coat of white damask, and another for her son, in like case, bordered about with green 

■ velvet. 
An Altar Cloth of white branched damask of the same, bordered with green velvet 
A Vestment of green satin: Another Vestment of white fustian. 
A printed Mass-book. Two Corporasses. 

COPES AND VESTMENTS BELONGING TO MELFORD CHURCH, 

As hereafter followeth : 
First, the best Cope of cloth of tissue, the gift of Simond Smith. 
Another Cope of doth of tissue, the gift of Robert Hayward. 

A Cope of red.vdvet, branched with gold, with the suit of the same, called the Best Suit. 
A Cope of blue vdvet, branched with gold, with a suit of the same. 
A Cope of red vdvet, with a suit of the same, called Cokket's Suit. 
A Cope of red silk, for Good Friday, with the vestment of the same. 
A Cope of crimson vdvet, the gift of Will, Deck, and Margery, his wife. 
The Suit of the same, the gift of Mis. Nonndls of London. 
A Suit of white branched damask, with two Copes to the same. 
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CHURCH OF THB.HOLT TRINITY, MELFORD, SUFFOLK. 

A- Suit, overworn, of black damask, with the Cope to the same. 

Two Quire Copes of blue sattin. ... 

A Cope of blue velvet, with Starrs. 

A Vestment of red velvet, the gift of John HiUs*s wife, with the name.of Jesus in many 

places, written. in gold, of the same. Belon^ng to John Hills's Altar. 
Two old Quire Copes. 

A Vestment of cloth of Bawdkin, with birds, called ^e Sunday Vestment. 
A Vestment of red sarsnet, the gift of Miriam Court, belonging to Jesus Altar. 
A red Vestment, with green in the midst, the gift of Sir Thomas Turret, Priest, which by 

his Will, must be in keeping of Mr. Martins Priest, and to be used by his Priest, and 

kept in the Coffer standing in Jesus He, which Coffer, or Hutch, was of the said Sir Tho- 

^las's Gift. Belonging to Jesus Altar. • 
A Chasuble and two Tunicles of red silk, with birds, whereof the Albs be in decay. "Sfom 

auMnditd* 
Thirteen single Chasubles, with some of their Albs in decay. 
A Cope of green velvet, with a suit of the same, the gift of Jone foot, widow, in the year 

of our Lord God 1516. 

ALTAR CLOATHS. 

Two Altar Cloths of tissue and crimson velvet,* the gift of John Smith. 

An Altar Cloth of white damask in our Lady Chappel, of the said John Sinidi's gift ' 

An Altar Cloth, the gift of Thomas Ellis and Roger Fuller, of doth of Bawdkyn. 

An Altar Cloth, of blew damask, with garters upon the same Cloth, the gift of Mr. John 

CJopton, with all such cloths of silk as belongeth to the Sepulchre. 
An Altar Cloth of silk, with blew birds, bordered with blew velvet and blew worsted, the 

which was made of the old cloth for to bear over the Sacrament. . 

MASS BOOKS PBRTEINING TO Ye CHURCH. 
First, Two Mass Books belonging to the High Altar. 
A Mass Book, called Jesus Mass Book* 
A Mass Book, the gift of John Hill. 
A Book, the gift of Mr. Roger Smith and Rich. Butler. 
A Mass Book, the g^ft of Mr. Thomas Kerver, late Parson of Melford. 
Two old Mass Books, one at St. James's Chappel, and the other in the Church. 
A Mass Book, in print, belonging to Our Uad/s Chappel. 

A Mass Book, called The Red Mass Book, with many relieks on the same, adorned with 
Jewells and stones. 

ANTIPHONERS OF THE SAID CHURCH. 

A great Cowcher, the gift of Mr. Roger Smith. 

A great Cowcher, lying before the Parish Priest. 

A great Antiphoner, lying upon the north side of the Quire, before Jesus Priest, the gift of 

Sir Thomas Turret, Priest.- 
Three other Antiphoners, lying within the said Quire, with two old Portuasses. 

ORAILS. 

Ten Grails, with one old Graile. 

A Written Book of parchment for Priests to study upon, lying in our Lady Chappel, the 
gift of Sir John Jent, -Priest. 

PROCESSIONERS. 

Nine Processioners, all written. 

A Processionary, the gift of Sir Robt. Barret, Priest. 

Three Manuals, one written and two in print. 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLT TltlKltV/ MELFORD, SUFFOLK. 

Two old Martftlagefc 

One Hymnal noted, in paper, the gift of Sir Richard Dodington, PHest. 

Ai^ old OrdinaL 

One Hymnal printed, the gift of Sir £dw. Hrrel, Joh. Hill's pneiL 

A Plrooessioner, printed, the gift of Will. King. 

ALTAR CLOATHS BELONGING TO T* CHURCH. 

Fittt, Iliree iUtar Qothi for every day, the gift of Jone Foot, widow. 
Ten Good Altar Cloathi» whereof the three best be the gift of John Foot. 
Twenty-two Altar Qoths, which are simple. 
Two Good Altar Cloths belonging to our Lady Chappel. 

Oiu Altar Ciotii rf du^er, gi»m to the High dUor by Un.Clmt€r,l^4A. In another hand- 
writing. 
First, Ten Towels of diaper, good. 
Four Towels of plain cloth. 

CORPORASSES. 

First, Ten principal Corporasses, of which five, one was of the gift of Mr. John Chiton, 
and another of the gift of my Lady Clopton ; the third, the gift of Mrs. Court ; the 
fourth, the gift of Mrs. Catharine Foxmere ^ the fifth, the gift of Mrs. Jane Clopton. 

One Corporas belonging to St. Ann's Altar. 

Another Corporas to Jesus Altat. 

Another Corporas to John Hill's Altar. 

Another Corporas to St. Edmund's Altar. 

Two Corporasses belonging to the Altar of our Lady Chappel. 

A Cloth of blue nlk to bear over the Sacrament, with Chalices of gold embroidered thereon, 
thegiftofRobt.MiUer. 

Two Corporasses, with their cloths of crimson velvet, embroiderad with gold. 

A Coiporas Case, with the Resurrection upon it, embroidered wi& Images of gdd in- 
wardly. 
All thm belong to the High AUar. 

Other Corporasses in the custody of the Chantry Priest. 

COVERLOTS. 

First, a Coverlet of linnen and woollen, for the Herse, the gift <tf Jone Jent. 
A Pall Cloak, very simple. 

Four Cloths, to lay upon the Altar, of black buckram. 

An old Coverlet, of linen and woollen, which serves to pluck before the Cross, on Palm 
Sunday. 

LATTYN PERTAINING TO THE CHURCH. 

Two Great Candlesticks. 

Two Second Candlesticks, lately bought, which are called Secondana. 
Two Small Candlesticks to the High Altar. 
Two Small Candlesticks to Jesus Altair, both of Lattyn. 
A Candlestick of Lattin, with ten branches, standing before the Image of Jesiis. 
A Candlestick. 

A Candlestick, teaa. branches, before St. Ann. 

A Candlestick, with three branches, belonging to the Trinity; and npw the said Candle- 
stick standeth before the Image of St. Nicholas. 
A Candlestick with ten branches, standing before the High Altar. 
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Twp little pretty Candlesticks of Lattin, beloDging to John Hill's Altar. 
A Candlestick of Lattin, with ten branches, now in the Vestry. 
A Candlestick of Lattin, with three branches, now in the Yeiitiy. 

HOLY WATER PAILES OF LATTIN. 

Two Holy Water Pails of Lattin, with one Holy W^ter stick of Lattim 

BASONS AND EWEB. 

Two Basons and one Ewer of Lattin. 

To the blessed Sacrament belong two Canopy Cloths. 

Two Great Lectornes of Lattin in the Quire, whereof two of the feet be broken. 

One Censer of cq)per and gilt. 

One ^er of pewter. 

A Ladder, the gift of Giles Ellis, standing at the steeple door. 

Three Cross Staves, twain good and one simple. 

CHESTS. 

A Great Chest, vpon the Vestry Cellar, with two great locks to the same, of iron, the gift 
otMir, Clopton. Which ttvo great locks bre^cen by the thieves, Jan, id, 1531, qua dU.tpo- 
liatajmt itta eeclesia Me^crdienns* 

Another chest upon the said soler, with one lock. .« 

Another plain Hutch there, with one lock. 

One simple Chest, in the Vestry beneath. 

Another Chest in the said Vestry. 

Another Chest in the said Vestry, with an old Chest, to lay in Copes, all in the keeping of 
the Sexton. 

At Jesus Altar, a Chest, the gift of Sir Thomas Turret, priest. 

Another Chest, at the Quire door, and now in the Vestry. 

In our Lady's Chappel, two old Chests in decay. 

Another Hutch, in St Ann's Chappel. 

CROSSES. 
A Cross, of copper and gilt, for the week days. 
A simple Cross, witiuwt ye feet 

CROSS CLOATHS. 
A Cross Cloth, of silk^ the gift of Mr. Roger Martin. 
Another Cross Cloth, the gift of Mr. Skem, some time Parson of Melfoid. 
Hiree other Cross^Cloths, simple, with one simple Cross Cloth of silk, with three cross 

staves. 
A Cross Cloth of silk, the Batchellor's gift, 1530, which cost 1 Is. Bd. 
Two streamers of silk, one the Batchellor's gift, the other of Corpus Christi Guild* 
Three Banner Cloths, the ^ of the Guild of our Lady, Corpus* Christi, and St. Peter. 
A Coffer, the gift of Sir Will. Hodson. 
Two CandHesticks of Lattin, standing at the said Altar. 
In the Vestry, two short Ladders. 

^n the Church-house, a Table of beech, the gift of Mr. Roger Martin. 
Two other Tables lying in the Mole, with one Forme. 
One Forme in our Lady Chappel, the gift of John Fuller. 

In the Qhiirch, two Lanterns, to go with ^ Visitation, and one of them is in decay. 
In the Church-house is another Forme. 

At the High Altar, one umple Altar Cloth hanging before the said Altar, for eveiy day. 
One for Lent, with whips and vrith angels. 
Before the Image of the Trinity, at the High Altar, one white Cloth. 
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A CkHih of Adam and Eve, to draw before the High Altar, in time of Lent, called The Veil. 

Before our Lady, one cloth of bine. 

At Jeans Altar, an Altar Cloth painted, the gift of Maid Aleyn of Bniy. 

To the said Altar, a Cloth for Lent, painted about with whipa and Angels. 

One Cloth, before the Image of Jesus, white. 

Afore (mt Lady of pyte, at the said Altar, a painted Cloth. 

At St. Ann's Altar, a stained Altar Qoth, for every day. 

At the said Altar, two Cloths, stained with flowers. 

Afore St. Ann, one Cloth, white. 

Afore St. Leonard, one Cloth, white. 

At John Hill's Altar, one simple stained Cloth. 

Over the said Altar is a good stained Cloth of the Trinity, the gift of Bobt Colett. 

At St. Edmund's Altar is a painted Cloth of St I^chael and our Lady. 

Three long Cloths hanging before the Rood Loft, stained, or painted, with the dawnce of 

Powlis. 
A Cloth hanging before the Rood, called The Veil, very simple. 
One Cloth, with a vallon, before the Image of St. Saviour, white. 
A Cloth, the gift of Jone Foot, hanging before the Rood lioft, with thiee imaU white napkins. 
Before St. John the Baptist, a white Cloth, with a vallon. 
Afore St. John the Evangelist, a stained Cloth, 
Before St Peter, a new white Cloth. 
Before St. Anthony, a stained Cloth, with part of the Mount. 
Two other little Cloths, hanging upon two Tabernacles. 
Before St James, a white Cloth. 
Before St. Catharine, a white Cloth. 
Before St Margaret, a stained Cloth, 
Before Mary Magdalen, a Cloth. 
Before St. Edmund, a little Cloth. 
Before St Sythe, a white Cloth. 
Before St George, two drawn Curtains, stained. 
Before St Thomas, a simple Cloth. 

Before the Image of St Christopher, one Cloth, white. * 

Before the Images of St. Andrew and St Loy, one Clothe white. 
Three other simple Cloths, to cast about divers Saints in the Church, some of them stained, 

and some^other, to the sum of thirteen Cloths. 
In our Lady Chappel, an Altar Cloth, stained* 
A black buckram Cloth, upon the Altar. 
A stained Cloth, hanging before the said Altar. 
A Cloth, before our Lady Tabernacle. 
Another Cloth on the other side, before the other Tabernacle, white, and both Cloths the 

gift of John Barker of Acton. 
Altar Cloths of sattin, of Brydges in Panes, aid with flowers, and a little Image of Jesus 

in the midst of the said Cloth,' which Mother Thresser, otherwise called Clemen^ Thres- 

sor, widow, bequeathed and gave to the said Altar of Jesus, which coat 31<. Bd. Anno 

D'ni, 1526. 

I » 

Two Altar Cloths, white, the gift of the brothers of oiir Lady Guild, in the year of our 
Lord God 1629. 

Mem, April 6, 1541. There was given to the Church of Melford, two stained 
Cloths, whereof the one hangeth towards Mr. Martin's Be, and the other to be used about 
the Sepulchre at Easter time, and abo a red Coverlet for a fore Cloth to the High Aliar. 
This latter sentence is written in another hdind* 
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Two other little Cloths, hanging upon two Tabernaclet. 

Before St. James, a white Cloth. 

Before St. Catherine, a white Cloth. 

iBefore St. Margaret, a stained Cloth. 

Before Mary Magdalen, a Cloth. 

Before St. Edmund, a little Clutk 

Before St. Sythe, a white Cloth. 

Before St. George, two drawn Curtains, stained. 

Before St. Thomas, a simple Cloth. 

Before the Image of St. Christopher, one Cloth, white 

Before the Images of St. Andrew and St. Loy, one Cloth, white. 

Three other simple Cloths, to cast about divers Saints in the Church, some of them 

stained, and some other, to the sum of thirteen Cloths. 
In our Lady Chappel, an Altar Cloth stained. 
A 1)lack buckram Cloth, upon the Altar. 
A stained Cloth, hanging before the said Altar. 
A Cloth before our Lady Tabernacle. 
Another Cloth on the other side, before the other Tabernacle, white, and both Cloths 

the gift of John Barker of Acton. 
Altar Cloths of sattin, of Brydges in Panes, and with flowers, and a little Image of 

Jesus in the midst of the said Cloth, which Mother Thresser, otherwise called 

dementi Thressor, widow, bequeathed and gave to the said Altar of Jesus, which 

cost3l9. Sd, Anno D'ni, 1526. 
Two Altar Cloths, white, the gift of the brothers of our Lady Guild, in the year of 

our Lord God, 1529. 

Mem, April 6, 1541. There was given to the Church of Melford, two 
stained Cloths, whereof the one haugeth towards Mr. Martinis He, and the other to 
be used about the Sepulchre at Easter time, and also a red Coverlet for a fore Cloth 
to the High Altar. This latter sentence is written in another hand. 

Between two of the windows in the north aisle, within the wall, is 
inserted a curious tablet of alabaster, representing the Offering of the 
Magi; it is two feet long, by one foot and a half high, sculptured in 
basso relievo, beautifully executed. The Virgin is reclining upon a 
couch, with the infant Christ standing in her lap, behind the Virgin is a 
female figure, perhaps intended for Elizabeth. The three Kings are 
each presenting an offering ; he who is nearest to Jesus Christ, holds 
in his left hand a globular vase, while with his right he salutes the 
new-born infant. 

On the south side of the altar is a large and curious monument to the 
memory of Sir William Cordell, Knt., of Melford Hall, Speaker of the 
House of Commons, and Master of the Rolls, in the time of Philip. and 
Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, who married Mary, the daughter of Richard 
Clopton, Esq. of Fore Hall. His arms are Or^ a chevron ermine between 
three griffins* heads erased gides. Upon the monument^ which is shewn 
in Plate IH., Is the following inscription :^- 
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** Hie GoliHnrat h«bet rcqniem CordcUns, a^to 

Stemmate vir danis, clarior ingenio. 
In stndiU primot consumptit foriiter annos, 

Mox et causamm strenuus Actor erat ; 
Tanta illi Doctrina inerat facandia tanta, 

Ut Parliamenti publica lingna foret ; 
Vostea factuA Eques, Reginae Arcana Maris 

Consilia et Patria grande subibat onus. 
FactuB et est Gustos Rotulomm : nrgente senecta 

In Christo moriens ccepit ad astra viam, 
Panperibas largiis, victnm, restemq. ministranSy 

Insnper Hospitii condidit ille Doinam : 
Iliinc lensit Princepa, senstt Respublicn tota 

Esse Tinitn mentis & pietate grayem, 
Vir pius & Justus, quern non a transite recti^ 

Sive odium poterat flectere, sive metns» 
IJni quod pollicitus fuerat servavit et idem 

Qui vitare malos novit amare bonus. 
Firmus Amicittiae Cut tor ; conrictor amcennsy 

Candidus & vits factus ad omne dccus ; 
Nee dubium eflt, qui sic rixit vitamq. reliquit, 

Quin nunc coelicolus spiritus interagat." 

Plate VI. The Cloptpn Chapel, or Chantry, upon the north side of 
the Ciiance], is one oif the most interesting portions of the building. On 
Uie right is seen the piscina, near which was the altar for the officiating 
priests, and the stalls, or seats, for their occasional accommodation during 
the Mass, which was offered up for the souls of the deceased. In front 
19 al$o seen the entrance to the vault, above which is the sepulchral mo- 
wment of John Cloptpn*, Esq. of Kentwell Hall, Sheriff of this County in 
1451, and who -died in 1497. The iu*ch is open to the Chancel, and the 
slab was always used on Good Friday, for the raising of the Sepulchre, 
«B nentioned in Mr« Martin's Manuscript, which has been previously 
transcribed. Over this Monument and the Stalls, is a seric^s of taber<* 
nacled Niches. But what is most curious, is the richly embellished roof 
of oak, somewhat flat, the beams, or raflers of which are painted of • 
bright red colour^ while the panelled surface between each is o£ a delicate 
BOEure, studded with golden stars. Upon the rafters are painted a 
aWDober of small labels inscribed Sti^u jDbrc^, and ^ra SSUtcgf alter- 
iiBteiy : between them, against the cornice, is a succession of sliielda, 
blazoned with the arms of Clop ton, viz. sable, a bend ermine between two 
tomigeSj dancetUy or, impaling the Arms of the various matches of the 
ftintly. Below these shields is a wide scroll, commencing from an ex- 
IsiidiBd hand at one end, and continuing all round the Chapel, containing 
41 "vetf long genealogical inscription, in black letter, partly obliterated. 
Tlie walls appear also to have been nearly covered with Scriptural 
legeti^ the whole extremely curious and interesting, as a spedmen jof 
the magnificent decoration antiently Btpplied to a Jiepulchral QhapeL 
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Thb town of SudlMiry is situated upon die Stowr, a coiisideraMe nnw, 
which forms the southern boundary of the county, and consists of thr^e 
pariflhea, All Saints', St Gregory's, and St Peter's. It was in thistown 
that Simon, Archbishop oi Canterbuiy , in the reign of Bichard II. watf 
bom. The east end of the Church of St Gregory, built by that Prelate, 
h prominent in onr yiew, Plate I. which is taken from the south side; 
iSke edifice is hwge, and comprises a nare, north and souHi aisles, witb 
a chancel : at the west end is an embattled Tower. The Chapel on the 
south side, is called St. Anne's Cha^l, and is now the property of the 
Carter famfly. It contains two large raised tombs, covered with marble 
slabs. Oyer one of diem is a aMiral monument for Thomas Carter, witb 
an English iascriplion, which records his Benefoctions to the ChuMh 
e)id liie Poor. On one side of the tomb below thia Monument, ia the 
feMowiag Singular inscription. 

Hlk> lolitaiUi eelU 

A dolonbvs et proQeUi$ ipwHiii 

TutvB reoonduQtur reliqnis. Xho», Cwrter, |pen • 

Mannore contiguo a dextris memorati. 

Qui 12«». Mau Anno Salutis 1706 

iEtatis BUS 68^. natalis etemi I**. 

De hlU: yit& (ita speramus) migraTit in Corium 

Bonus refertis operibus. 

Vir nominis rey.era ool<endi probia qniatnf moribus 

JEWa bftc Opinioassim^ fide intemeratus. 
Ob ampluniina beneficia Ecclesis et Pauperibus collatm. 
In posteram omnibus merite celebrandns. 

ViaUn- 

Mirum referam 

Quo die afflewU ammam prmdietut Thog, Carter 

Ae^ foramen trantivit Camelus Suobvribnsis 

Vado 
Et tit dhes ti tufoe timUiter 
VaUf. 

At the east end of the north usle is the Vestry, in which is still pre-^ 
served the head of Simon Sudbury, who was buried here; the magni- 
ficent.tomb erected to his memory in Canterbury Cathedral being only a 
Cenotaph. The dried flesh remains upon the bones of the skull, which is 
placed in a grated recess, and on the falling door or flap, is a parchment, 
with an account of the Archbishop, written in an old hand, as follows : — 

" The head of Simon Theobald, who was bom at Sudbury, and thence called Simon of 
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Sudbury ; he was lent when but a youth into Cnieign parti to study the anH law, Where 
he was made Doctor ; he Tisited most of the Universities in France, and was made Chap- 
lain to Pope Innocent, and Auditor of his Rota, a Judge of the Eomish court. By the in* 
tsKst of the Pope he was made Chancellor of Salisbuzy in the year 1361. He was after- 
wards Bislu^ of London, and in the year 1374, he was translated to the See of Canter- 
bury, and made Chancellor of F.ngland. .While he was Bishop of London, he bmlt the 
upper end of St Gregorie's Church at Sudbury, and where his father's house stood he 
erected a college of secular priests, and endowed it with the yearly revenue of one hun- 
dred and twenty-two pounds, eighteen shillings, and was at length barbarously beheaded 
upon Tower-hill'in London, by; the rabble in Wat Tyler's rebellion'in^ the reign. of Bichaid 

IL1322. 

* J •. ■ . . ■ 

The general . ei^t . of the .Interior of /this . ChlRich js fine. Some frag* 
ments of the pJEonled glass with which it a]^ars the! windows were for- 
merly adorned still remain in' various parts. In the journal of William 
Dov^singy the 'parliamenfary mitoTy appointed, under a.¥rajrant from the 
Earl of Manohester/pr demolishing, the superstitious pictures and orna- 
ments of Churches within this county in 1643 and 1644, is the foUo^dng 
entry, . '^Gregory Pansh^ r9Ui Jiaiiuazy , we brake down ten mighty great 
angels, in^glass, in all eighty." Against the westernmost pillar, on the north 
side of the Church is the veiy .curious octagonal and ancient Baptismal 
font represented in Plate 2; the cover in wood of rich workmanship is 
heightened by painting and gilding, and is probably of the date of Henry 
the Sixth's reign. The lower compartment opens like a closet, wh^ the 
ceremony is performed. It rises in arches and pinnacles to a canopy* 
whence the whole is screened from the dust by a dark blue curtain. The 
Font is of stone, and appeals to be of much earlier date than its orna- 
mented cover. The roof is of oak, and near the chancel end some origi- 
nal tracery remains, with a series of angels on the string course. Three of 
the bosses in. the north Aisle are carved^ viz. 1. The Virgin, within a 
wreath or garland. 2. A. Shield, bearing a Boar passant, within a 
border engrailed. 3. A Tortile Oak Branch. 

The Altar is very plain, having only the monogram I. H. S. in the 

centre, and over the decalogue cherubim heads. Against the north wall 

of the Aisle is an elegant monument sculptured by John Bacon, junior, 

thus inscribed : — 

Joannis Newman, A.M. Parochis, in hoc comitatu, parrae Comearth diets, nnper 
Rectoris, mortalis csse^desit Augusti die 10, A. D. 1814, annus natns 67. Non minus in- 
tegritate vits, quam aingulare benevolentia, notus qualis autem erat in amicorum cogna- 
torumque pectoribus, non in caduco mannore inscriptum superest. In eodem d^Mwitum 
esttumulo quod quid fiiit mortale Friscills et Joannis Gibbon, supra dicti, uxoris et filii, ilia 
obiit NoTembrisilie20, AtD. 1863,.annos natu 47, hie Februarii 1, A.D. 1805, Annus 
natus 22. 

Under this monument are three tombs, covered with large black mar-p 
ble slabs, in memory of members of the family of Warner, 1697, &c. 
Also one for the Carter family, dated 1088. Close to the slabs is a very 
large stone, thirteen feet long by six feet wide, with indents of brasses, 
but which has long been deprived of the plates. 
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X HE magnificent Palace of the Primate of all England procured cele- 
brity to tills town, in very early periods of history. The Archbishops 
of Canterbury have possessed the manor from the time of the Norman 
Conquest, and Croydon was the place of their occasional retirement, when 
those Prelates enjoyed their utmost plenitude of power, and the enor- 
mous revenues which enabled them almost to equal royalty itself, in the 
splendour of their establishment, and in the profusion of their hospitality. 
The Church, from the earliest time, was appropriated to the Arch- 
bishopric, and to the munificence of successive Prelates the present 
building doubtless owes its existence. The ancient Palace, no longer 
belonging to the archbishops of Canterbury, is now in a state of great 
dilapidation, and is inhabited by Messrs. Starey, Bleachers, &c. ; but 
the Church still retains its primary appearance, and has been selected 
for the attention of our readers as one of the finest and most interesting 
examples of ecclesiastical architecture in this county. It stands at the 
bottom of the town, contiguous to the site of the Palace, a portion of 
which was added to the Church-yard, about the year 1808. 

Plate 1. — The exterior view, represents the north side of the Church, 
which consists of a spacious nave, north and south aisles, and chancel, 
extending in length 130 feet The tower at the west end is very lofty, 
and exceedingly well proportioned, the decorations are chaste and simple, 
and are more striking from the justness of their disposition, than firom 
their exuberance. This portion of the edifice, judging from the shields 
bearing the arms of Abp. Chichele, which occupy the spandrils of the 
arch of entrance, was erected by that Prelate, at the very time that the 
pointed style had attained its utmost perfection. The Tower is built of 
flint and stone, and contains a fine peal of eight bells, and a clock. It 
rises to the height of four stories, and with the exception of the very 
fine muUioned window over the door, the lower divisions, which derive 
support from buttresses, are not much ornamented ; the chief decora- 
tion being reserved for the summit, where the buttresses terminate^B 
1 
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octangular turrets, surmounted by crocketted pinnacles, bearing gilded 
▼anes; at the south-east comer is the Saint's bell, a position usually 
assigned to it in the Tower. 

This handsome Tower underwent a thorough repair some years ago, 
when those parts of the sculptural ornament which had suffered from the 
devastation of time, were judiciously restored with Roman Cement. It 
is recorded by the following inscription over the door : 

THIS TOWER REPAIRED IN 1807 AND 1808, WILLIAM BROWN 
AND JOHN PHILLIPSON, CHURCHWARDENS. 

Both on the north and south side is a Porch of entrance : that on the 
north bears the arms of Archbishop Courtenay, who may be supposed to 
have erected a portion of the Church in the reign of Richard II. 
' The Chancel, properly so called, has been restored in good taste, 
which is denoted by the following' inscription at the east end: — '^ Thb 
Chancel end was repaired and beautified by Alexander Caldcleugh, Esq. 
in the year 1808." St. Nicholas*, or the Bishop's Chapel, at the east end 
of the South Aisle, was repaired in 1815, and St. Mary's, or Heron's 
Chapel, at the east end of the North Aisle, was repaired in 1817. 

The interior of this Church, vide Plate 2, embracing the view of the 
Nave and Chancel, presents a most noble appearance; the Nave is 
separated from the Aisles on either side by light clustered columns^ 
supporting pointed arches ; towards the east end, near the Pulpit, is a 
column of white marble, with an inscription written by Glover, the 
author of Leonidas, in memory of Philippa Bourdieu, who died 24th 
June, 1780, set. 50. A marble tablet, under the above, record^ the death 
of James Bourdieu, Esq. of Coombe, in this county, 3d Nov. 1802, set. 90. 
On the wall between the Nave and the Chancel, is a column of white 
marble, supporting a funereal urn, in memory of Anne, wife of John 
Bourdieu, of Golden-square, London, who died 23d March, 1798, set. 31. 

The Organ, over the western entrance, was built by Avery, in 1794, 
who always considered it as his greatest work. Some additions and 
improvements to this instrument were afterwards made by Elliot, and 
in its present state it may justly be deemed a perfect specimen of the art 
The Font in Heron's Chapel, of an octagon form, has been lately re- 
stored, after having been laid aside for some time ; it is probably coeval 
with the church ; the quatrefoil panels on its sides are filled with roses, 
in one is a lion's head. 

In the Chancel were formerly twelve ancient wooden stalls, of curious 

workmanship, which were removed to afford space for above a hundred 

children of the School of Industry, who now have seats here. On the 

south side of the Altar is the large and handsome monument of Edmund 

Grindall, Archbishop of Canterbury, born in 1519, at Hensingham, a 

small village in Cumberland. . Under the patronage of Cecil, he attained 
2 



ST. JOHN S CHURCH, CROYDON, SURREY. 

iuccessiyelj the sees of London, York, and Canterbury : in 1582, he 
retired to Croydon where he died, July 6, 1583. Upon the tomb are 
represented his arms, viz. Quarterly^ or and azure, a cross quartered^ 
^ermine and or, between four peahens, collared and counierchanged, im- 
paled with some of his ecclesiastical dignities. 

On the north wall of the Chancel are tombs to John Pynsent, Esq. 
Prothonotary, ob. 20th August, 1668 ; arms, ffules on a chevron, en- 
grailed, three muUets argent. And to Maister Henry. Mill, and Eliz. his 
wife, ob. 1575. In the middle of the chancel is a marble slab, inlaid 
with brass, bearing this inscription: — " Hie jacet Egidius Seymer, qui 
obiit xxii die Decemis Anno Dni. mccccxxx. cujus die propicietur 
Deus." / 

Plate 3 represents the Chantry, dedicated to St. Nicholas, now called 
the Bishop's Chapel, at the east end of the South Aisle ; this Chapel ap-> 
pears to have been founded about the year 1450, by Richard Weldon, 
Esq. and Elizabeth his wife, in whose family the presentation of the in- 
cumbent continued, until its dissolution, in the first year of the reign of 
King Edward VI. ; notwithstanding which, it is always said to have been 
founded for the repose of the soul of John Stafford, fiishop of fiath and 
Wells, who, after Chichele's death, was translated to the See of Canter- 
bury ; and for William Oliver, Vicar of this Church, who probably gave 
some lands to the Chantry for the support of the Officiating Priest, the 
total income of whom was 14/. 14«. 

The three very handsome monuments of Whitgifl, Warham, and 
Sheldon, shewn in the Engraving, are upon the south side of the 
Bishop's Chapel, the centre tomb is the most ancient ; the inscriptions, 
as well as the portraitures, of brass inlaid, have been sacrilegiously torn 
from it, leaving it in some degree uncertain for whom it was erected, 
but from the style, and from the armorial bearings with which it is 
adorned, may be presumed to commemorate Thomas Warham, Esq., 
the father of the Archbishop of Canterbury of that name, who died at 
his seat at Haling House, near this town, in 1478, and by will ordered 
his body to be buried in St. Nicholas' Chantry, before the image of our 
Lady of Pity, bequeathing legacies for masses, &c. with a distribution 
of torches to be used at his Month's Mind, at which time it was usual 
to have the funeral sermon preached. The Haling estate was after- 
wards exchanged by Archbishop Warham with Henry VIII. for other 
lands. The tomb is inserted in the wall, and is adorned upon its base 
with three shields of arms, within quatrefoils, viz. 1. Gules, a fess or, 
in chief a goa£s head couped argent, attired of the second, in base three 
escallop shells of the third, for Warham. 2. Warham, quartering party 
per pah two bars, 3. Two bars as before. Over the tomb is raised 
an obtusely pointed arch, flanked by small angular pillars, and sur-* 
mounted by an ornamented cornice, or moulding, the foliage upon which 
3 
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is finely sculptured. The soffit of the arch is diTided into trefoil-headed 
panels, with small quatrefoils at regular distances. At the hack of the 
recess are the indents of figures of a man and a woman, with labels 
issuing out of their mouths. Above the whole are three shields, one 
in the centre and one on each pillar, corresponding in their heraldic 
bearings with those on the basement : over the centre shield is a helmet 
and mantling, but the crest is now broken off. 

The costly monument on the side towards the east is that of John 
Whitgift, Archbishop of Canterbury, who died at Lambeth Palace, 
Feb. 28, 1604. His funeral, which took place on the 27th of March 
following, was attended by the Earl of Worcester and the Lord Zouche, 
who bore the pall, and Dr. Babington, Bishop of Worcester, who 
preached the funeral sermon. 

The monument of this much celebrated character is remarkable as the 
exact counterpart of that of his immediate predecessor. Archbishop 
Grindal, who lies entombed on the south side of the altar, and both of them 
very nearly resemble the sepulchral memorial of John Lord Russell, in 
St. Edmund's Chapel, Westminster Abbey. The archbishop is here re- 
presented upon a sarcophagus, in his clerical robes, with his hands raised, 
as in prayer. The figure has been repainted, but in a very coarse un- 
feeling manner, doing no credit to the workman employed, who, to judge 
from this specimen, was selected from the lowest grade. The sarco- 
phagus is placed within an arched recess, the spandrils of which are 
sculptured with female figures, bearing wreaths of laurel and branches of 
palm. At the ends of the tomb are Corinthian columns supporting an 
enriched entablature surmounted by three shields of arms; the centre is 
the largest, and bears the arms of the archbishopric of Canterbury, im- 
paling, Argent, an a cross fleury sable, five bezants, for Whitgift. The 
shield on the dexter side bears the arms of the bishopric of Worcester, 
impaling Whitgift ; and on the sinister shield is the arms of the Deanery 
of Canterbury, impaling those of Whitgift. The soffit of the arch, under 
which the figure reposes, is panelled, with roses in the centre of each. 
At the back are two genii, one bearing a spade, the other a torch, em- 
blems of mortality, and holding a tablet within a frame, with the following 
inscription upon it, written by his Grace's chaplain : 

POST TENEBRAS SPERO LUCEM. 

Wfaitgifta Ebonim Grimsbeia ad littora nomen 
Whitgifta emisit feliz hoc nomine Grimsbei. 
Hine natas, non natus ad banc mox mittitur hospes 
Londinum : inde novani te, Cantabrigia matrem 
Insequitur, supraque fidem suavi ubere crescit. 
Petro fit socius Pembro. Triadique magister 
Fitque matri, Catbednsque Professor ntriqne 
£ Cathedra Lincolna sunm petit esse Decaiinm, 
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Mox Wigorn petit esse suam, fit Episcopus ilUc : 
Propneses PatrisBi quo nnnquam acceptior alter. 
Post anDOS plus sex summum petit Anglia patrem ; 
Plus quain bis denos fuit Arckiepiscopus annos 
Charier Elizs dubium est an Regi .facobo. 
Consul utrique fuit — Sis tu, Croidona testis 
Pauperibus quam charus erat, quels nobile struzit 
Hospitium, puerisque scholam, dotemque reliquit. 
CcBlibis liaec vita soboles quie nota per annos 
Septuaginta duos nullo enumerabitur sevo. 
Invidia hsc cemens moritur ; Patientia vincens 
Ad summum evecto nternnm dat lumen honori." 

In a compartment below the above, are the following lines : 

** Magno Senatoris sunt nomina, pondero et sequa 

Nomiuibus, quem non utraque juncta premunt? 
Prsesulis accedat si summum nomen ad ista 

Pondera quis ferat, aut preferat ilia dlu ? 
Pax vivo grata est, mens recti conscia pacem 

Pert animo, haec mortem non metuisse dedit. 
Mors requiem membris, animae coelestia donat 

Gaudia; sic potuit vincere qui patitnr. 

Gratia non miro si fit divina Johannis 

Qui jacet hie, solus credito gratus erat. 
Nee mag's immerito Whitgiftus dicitur idem $ 

Candor in eloquio, pectore candor erat. 
Candida pauperibus posuit loca, Candida musis ; 

E terris moriens Candida dona tulit." 

The other tomb represented upon this plate is a most sumptuous pile 
to the memory of Archbishop Sheldon, who died in the Palace here, 
November 9, 1677, in the 80th year of his age, and was buried in this 
Church by his own particular directions. The general appearance of 
this monument, which is much admired for the excellence of the execu- 
tion, exhibits a great want of taste in the violent contrast of black and 
white in the material of which it is composed, but which was undoubt- 
edly adopted to increase the general effect, and display the superior 
workmanship, principally in white marble, to the best advantage. The 
black marble Altar Tomb, which forms the base of this Monument, is 
accordingly panelled with white marble, most beautifully sculptured with 
the sad emblems of mortality, human skulls and bones, apparently heaped 
together with remorseless indifference, the osteology is indeed uncom- 
monly fine: upon a large slab is a most exquisite statue of Sheldon 
himself, in his Archiepiscopal vestments, reclining upon his lefl arm, 
with his mitre on his head, and his crozier in his right hand. . There is a 
wonderful grace in the composition and character of this figure, and^he 
execution has been remarked as most admirable. The head of the Arch- 
bishop is really quite a masterpiece of sculpture. This fine monument has 
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been unjustly ascribed to foreigners, but is entirely the performance of 
Joseph Latlmm, the city mason, of whom no other worlds are known. 

The Monument rises to a considerable height above the principal 
figure, and is surmounted by a funereal urn, Hamiog. Underneath are 
two Genii, supporting the arms of the Archbishopric of Canterbury, 
impaling, argent^ on a chevron gules, three sheldrakes of the first, on a 
canton of the second^ a rose of the last, for Sheldon : under it his motto, 
FORTiTER ET suAViTER, and at the back, within a guideron tablet of 
white marble, is the following inscription : — 

*' Hie jacet Gilbertus Sheldon, Antiqua Sheldonionim familia, in Agro Staffordi- 
ensi natus, Oxonii bonis Uteris eraditus, S. Ste Theologias Doctor insignis ; 
Coll. Omnium Animarum Gustos, prudens, fidelis, Academie Cancellarius mu- 
nificentissinras, Regii Oratorii, Clericus Car. Imo B*mo Martyri Charissimus, 
sub Serenissimo R. Carolo 2ndo MDCLX. magno illo Instaurationis.Anno, 
Sacelli Palatini Decanus, Londiniensis Episcopus : MDCLXII. in Secretioris 
Conciliiordinemcooptatns; MDCLXUI.ob dignitatis Archiepiscopalis apicem 
erectus. Vir omnibus negotiis par, omnibus titulis superior, in rebus adversis 
magnus, in prosperis bonus, utriusque Fortunas Dominus ; Pauperum Parens 
Literatorum Patronus, Ecdesiae Stator. De tasto viro parva dicere non expc- 
dit ; multa non opus est ; nomnt Presentes, Posted vix credent : Octogenarius 
Animam piam et Ccelo maturam Deo reddidit V. Id Novembris, MDCLXVII. 

At the end of the Archbishop's Monument is a marble slab to the 
memory of Sir Joseph Sheldon, Knt., the eldest son of Ralph Sheldon, 
Esq., who was the eldest brother of Gilbert, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
He died 16th August, 1681, set. 50. Under a slab in front is buried 
Daniel Sheldon, Esq., son of the above Ralph, who died 14th February, 
1698, set. 65, and Judith his daughter, who died Dec. 6, 1725, act. 47. 
Another slab covers the body of Roger Sheldon, Esq., son of Ralph, 
the elder brother of the Archbishop. He died unmarried, May 30th, 
1710, set. 71. 

There are also marble slabs in this Chantry for Abp. Wake, Potter, 
and Herring. The first, now concealed by a pew, bears this inscription : 

'' Depositnm Gnlielmi Wake, Archiepiscopi Cantuariensis, qui obiit XXIV. Ja- 
nuarii Anno Dom. MDCCXXXVI. astotis sue LXXIX. et Etheldredae, uxoris 
ejus, quB obut XI. Aprilis, MDCCXXXV. aetatis sue LXII." 

The slab which covers the remains of Potter is also concealed by the 
erection of pews in this part of the Church ; but a neat marble tablet is 
now affixed on the wall, nearly opposite Sheldon*s Monument, and is 
thus inscribed: — 

Beneath are deposited the remains of the Most Reverend John Potter, D. D. 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who died October X. MDCCXLVII. in the 
LXXIV. year of his age/^ 

Another slab records — 



u 



Here lieth the body of the Most Reverend Thomas Herring, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who died March 13, 1757, aged 64." 
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There were also the following sepulchral brasses in slabs of marble :-* 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Kynge, and Clemen ti his wife, who died 
1 7th November, A. D. 1689, eet. 21. 

Richard Yeoman, Farmer, of Waddon Courte, ob. 26th December, 
1590, set. 90; and Thomas Yeomans, ob. April 1st, 1602. 

Another, with figures of Thomas Walshe of Croydon, Gent., and 
Katherine his wife, daughter of William Butler, of Tyes, in Sussex, Gent., 
he died 30th August, 1690. 

Against the east wall of St. Nicholas', or the Bishop's Chapel, is a mo- 
nument of marble, with a kneeling figure at a prie dieu, inscribed with 
these words, '^ Ossa Michaelis sunt hie sita Murgatroida, da pia poste- 
ritas, ut vere quiete cubent." On a black marble tablet beneath is a 
long inscription in Latin, by which it appears that he was Steward and 
Secretary to Archbishop Whitgift, and died 3rd April, 1608, aet. 56. 

Under it is another tomb for Elizabeth Bradbury, daughter to Wil- 
liam Whitgift of Clavering in Essex, second brother to the Archbishop, 
who died 26th June, 1612, aet. 38. 

And a black marble slab under Whitgifl's tomb, records the memory 
of Lady Elizabeth Gresham, late wife of Sir William Gresham, Kht., 
who died 9th December, 1632, and lieth here interred, the marble was 
here placed by her only daughter, H. G. 

The other Chantry Chapel, at the east end of the North Aisle, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, called Heron's Chapel, is said to have 
been founded by Sir Reginald de Cobham, Lord Cobham, of Sterborough 
Castle, in this county, for the repose of his soul, that of his wife Joan, 
the daughter of Maurice de Berkeley ; those of his children, and of all 
Christian people ; the presentation of the priest was at the same time 
vested in twelve of the principal inhabitants of Croydon : the first chap- 
lain that occurs in the register of Archbishop Arundel, is John Parke, 
in the year 1402. 

Sir Reginald Cobham had a principal command in the English Army 
at the Battles of Cressy and Poitiers> in the time of Edward III., in 
whose reign he was summoned to Parliament as a Baron. 

Under a small raised tomb, in this Aisle, was buried Elye Daveye, 
Citizen and Merchant of London, who died 4th December, 1445 : he 
founded an alms-house for seven poor people in Croydon. 

This part of the Church, now generally known by the name of Heron's 
Chapel, is so called from a large monument against the north wall, as- 
cended by three steps, representing a man in armour kneeling at a desk, 
on which is a book opened ; he is attended by his five sons : his wife in 
the same manner, is attended by eight daughters ; and the following is 
the inscription : " Tumulus Nicholai Herone, Equitis, sepulti, primo die 
septem, 1566. 
7 
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There is also a slab to the memory of Marmaduke W3ryely Esq., se- 
cond son to Sir Marmaduke Wyvel, of Constable-Burton, Knt., and 
Bart., who died 20th August, 1623, set. 58 ; and to Marmaduke Wyvel, 
Esq., second son to Sir M. Wjrvel, Bart., who died 2nd January, 1678, 
St. 86. 

The town of Croydon is in Wallington Hundred, ten miles from Lon- 
don, pleasantly situated in the neighbourhood of Bansted Downs. At the 
entrance of the town is an hospital, founded and endowed by Archbishop 
Whi^iil, for a warden and decayed house-keepers of Croydon and 
Lambeth paruBhes, with a school for boys and girls, and a house for the 
master, it^ho is required to be a clergyman. Institutions of this nature 
arose upon the dissohidon of monasteries, in the grants of property to 
which, the support of the poor was frequently made a condition ; this 
hospital of the Holy Trinity is one of. many instances of the benevolence 
and humanity of Whitgift, who was the third Archbishop of Canterbury 
after the Reformation. The building was commenced in the year 1596, 
and wholly completed about 1602. Never having been rebuilt, it still 
retains the architectural character'of that interesting period of bur history 
— ^the reign of Queen Elizabeth. At the west end of the Chapel is pre- 
served a very fine portrait of the fouiider, inscribed in gold letters, with 
the following expressive lines :-^ . . 

- Feci, quod potui ; potui quod, Christi, dedisti ; 
Improba fac melius, si. potes, Invidia; 
Has Triadi Sanctae primo qui stnixerat sedes, . 
lltius en yeram Pnesulis effigiem. 
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STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, WARWICKSHIRE ; 

VICAR, 
THE REV, JAMES DAVENPORT, D.D. 



1 HE town of Stratford-upon-Avon, illHstrions in British topography as 
the hirth-place of Shakspeare, is situated on the south-western border 
of the county of Warwick, on a gentle ascent from the banks of the 
AVonj which rises in a small spring at Nas^iby, in Northamptonshire ; 
add continuing its meandering course in a south-westerly direction, ap- 
proaches Stratford in a wide and proudly-swelling stream, unequalled in 
any other part of its course. The town is distant eight miles south- west 
from Warwick, and ninety-four miles north-west from London. The 
Church stands at its south-eastern extremity, from which it is ap*. 
proach^d by a payed walk, under an avenue of lime-trees, which have 
been made to form a complete arcade. 

" This Church was originally a Rectory, in the patronage of the Bishops 
of Worcester, in whose diocese it is situate ; and was purchased in the 
tenth yisar of Edward III., anno 1337, of Simon Montacute, the then 
Bishop, by John de Stratford, Archbishop of Canterbury, and presented 
to the chantry which he had previously founded in the Chapel of St. 
Thomas the Martyr, adjoining the south aisle of the Church, which aisle 
be bad rebuilt at his own expense. The chantry consisted of five priests, 
of whom the warden and sub- warden were perpetual, while the others 
were elected and removed at the warden's pleasure. Many privileges 
and immunities were procured for it, by the Archbishop, from Edward 
III. ; and the founder, with other benevolent persons, settled various re- 
venues upon it, arising from property in Stratford and other places. In 
the year 1%3, Ralph de Stratford, Bishop of London, and nephew of 
Ifae Archbishop, erected a large substantial mansion of stone, afterwards 
called the College, adjoining to the western side of the Church-yardy as 
a residence for the priests. 

To the workmen engaged in this building, consisting often carpenters 
and ten masons, with their servants, special protection was granted by 
the King's letters patent, until the edifice sihould be finished. An ample 
charter, with many additional privileges, was granted to the priests by 
Henry V., in the first year of his reign ; and at some period in the reiga 
of that monarch, it acquired the title of- A Collegiate Church, for in the 
first year of Henry VI., anno 1423, Richard Praty, afterwards Bishop 
1 
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of Chichester, wasaMwinted warden, by the style of* Dean of the Col- 
legiate Cbnrch/ Thomas. Balsall, D«.D.^ who was appointed Dean in 
1465, rehnilt the beautiful choir of the Chmrch^as it nowdxisU; and 
dying in 1401, was succeeded by Ralph CoUingwode, D. D., and Dean of 
Licl^eld ; who, desirous of giving fall eBect to the work coninenced by 
his predecessor, instituted, with the assent of Sylvester Gygles, then 
Bishop of Worcester, four boy , choristers, nominated and admitted by 
the warden, to be daily assisting in the celebration of divine service in 
the Church, ^nd for whose maintenance he conveyed to the foundation 
certain lands in Stratford, Drayton, and Binton, all in Warwickshire. 
' The college had not long been thus completed and endowed, when 
flie celebrated Valor Ecclesiasticus was made, in' 1535, by order of 
Henry YIII. ; in which it was valued, together with the Church, at the 
annnsd sum of 128/. 9f . Id. ; and in the survey taken at the suppression, 
in 1546, their value was certified at nearly the same amount. On the 
dissolution of the College, the Church was erected into a Vicarage, with 
the jurisdiction of a peculiar ; and it continued in the gift of the succeed- 
ing Bishops of Worcester, as lords of th6 Manor of Stratford, until the 
third year of Edward YL, when Nicholas Heath, at that time Bish<^ 
sold it to John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, afterwards Duke of Northudw 
berland, upon whose attainder by Queen Mary, it came to the crowtt, 
and was presented to by the succeeding Lords of the Manors The 
Duchess of Dorset is at present the Patroness. 

Stratford Church is a cruciform structure, consisting of a nave and 
side aisles, a transept or cross aisle, and a chancel or choir; with a tower 
rising from the centre of the cross. The precise period of its erection 
has not been recorded ; Leiand conjectures that it occupies the site of 
an ancient monastery, which appears to have existed here three centuries 
prior to the Norman invasion, and he states as a supposition, that it was 
rebuilt by Archbishop Stratford. Camden, in his Britannia, explicitly 
affirms, that it was erected by that prelate; but Dugdale says, that the 
south aisle only was built by him, and refers it, though erroneously, to 
the time of the Conqveror. 

The avenue of trees, leading to the Church from the town, terminates 
at the north entrance into the nave, which consists of a handsome 
|k>rch, buttressed and embkttled, and apparently of a later date than 
the adjoining aisle. AbcPve the door is a pointed window, which is 
now covered with a tablet commemorating the paving of the avenue, 
but which f6rmer1y gave light to a* small room over the porch, the ' 
entrance to which is by a staircase in the north aisle« This room, 
it is probable, was the muniment or record chamber. The nave is a 
lioble structure, supported on each side by six pointed arches, which 
rise from hexagonal cohmtas : above these the sides are divided into 
ll^elve con^artments, ibrmiii^ il^lvo elerestoiy pointedwindows. The ^ 
|iruieip»l entta n ce inlo thte part of the Church is at the west end, 
2 
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under a deeply-recessed pdinted arch, over whieli are thnee eoBJoined 
Riches, crowoed by elegant and lofty canopies. Above is. the great 
western window, wbich is nearly equal in' width to the nfl>Te itielfy..a]|cl 
is beautifully divided by mullions and tracery.. The featnwsof tkis 
western part of the Church are correctly depicted in Plate I^ Under 
the great window is the font, a large fluted vase of blue iiiarVle» {daced 
there at the commencement of the last century. The nave terminates at 
the western arch of the tower, which is now occupied by the organ, 
built by Thomas Swarebrick about the year 1728, and provided for this 
Church by subscription. In the space beneath the organ-loft there were 
formerly two altars ; one on the north side dedicated to the. Holy Tri- 
nity, and the other on the south consecrated to the service of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. A third altar formerly existed in this Church, dedicated 
to St. Andrew, but its situation is unknown. The roof of the nave. was 
formerly surrounded by ornamented battlements, enriched by pinnacles ; 
which were taken down in 1764, and rebuilt in a very inferior style* 

At the eastern extremity of the north aisle was a chapel dedicated to 
the Tirgin Mary, which was used by the brotherhood of the Holy Cross, 
founded at Stratford in 1269, by whom this aisle was repaired in the 
reign of Henry V* The three steps which led to the altar still remain. 
The chapel is now wholly occupied by monuments, principally of the 
Clopton family, who derive their surname from the manor and man£uon« 
house of Clopton in the parish of Stratferd, of which they have continued 
in possession for upwards of five hundred years. The most ancient' mo- 
nument, of which Plate III. gives an accurate delineation, is on the 
south side of this aisle; it consists of an altar-tomb, beneath an obtusely- 
pointed arch richly decorated, and sustained by four elegant octagpnal 
pillars. The tomb itself is constructed of freestone, and is ornamented 
with pannels inclosing shields. It is covered by a large slab x>f marble, 
without either effigy or inscription ; but it is believed to be a cenotaph 
commemorating Sir Hugh Clopton, who was Lord Mayor of London in 
1492. On the opposite side of the chapel is another raised monument, 
also represented in Plate HI., sustaining two recumbent figures in white 
marble, of William Clopton, Esq., who died in 1592, and Anne his wife, 
who died in 1596. He is represented in armour, his head reclining on a 
crested helmet; and has his sword and gauntlets by his side, and alien 
at his feet. 

Between the monuments just described, as likewise shewn in the same 
Plate, is another in memory of George Carew, Earl of Totness, and 
Baron of Clopton,. and Joice bis Covntessi, who .was eldest dfipghtc^r of 
the above-named William Clopton, Esq. Under a spacious ornamented 
arch, supported by Corinthian columns, are their figures in alabaster, 
painted to resemble life. The earl is represented in armour, over which 
is his mantle of estate ; he has a coronet on his head, and a lion couchant 
at his feet. The front of the tomb is of white marble, sculptured with 
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wtrlike ongiiiM and insignia, emblematical of the EarPa office as Matter 
Genend of the Ordnaace to Queen Elizabeth. Over the arch on a large 
eaentcheon, are his armorial bearings, with their quarteriiigs. Within 
the arch are the three following inscriptions : — 

' ** Tfeomas StaffordTt, itrenrvs mi]it?in dFctor,in Htbernia, et merito byo^ eqres 
arratTt $ •eraniwimii M tg^iis Briteoie Regibyi Jtoobv et Ctfrolo, eorrmq. 
conir^bTi, Anns et HemicttM-Muris, ob fidelem prcititom openun inter 
domeitioM eharvsy quia crm iUrstri eoaiite ejvsq. coairge dir familiariter 
Tixit, bic pariter req^ieiccre volvit, donee Cbristi redemptorit voce, ad aeter. 
nam gloriam iodvendaniy Tnacvm trivmpbati beatorvm coelis resTscitabit?r 
tTpentitib*— raledixit ano. ab ezbibito in came Messia ivpra millesim? \ . . . 
•excentess • poitqTam ooinibft notif gratii annot Tixiitet •** 

D. O. M. 

et memoris laerfin, 
Q?i in ipem imortalitatity mortalei bic depotvit eXTTiai, GEOaoirs Ca. 
' aswj antiqfinima, nobilliuimaq. ortTs protapis, eadem scilicet mascrls 
•tirpe qua ilWttrinimc Qiraldinorvm in Hibernia, et WindesorieoBiTm 
in Anglia, lamilte, a Carew Caatro in Agro Pembrocbiensiy cognomen sor- 
titri est. Ab inevnte state belltcia stTdiia inftritTS, ordines in Hibernia 
adhrc ivrenii contra rebellem Desmonic comitem primvm dvxit. Postea Elil 
zabetba fttlicisifimae memorite reginc, in eodem regno, coniiliarirs, et tor- 
mentorFm betlicorTm prsfectrs fvit ; qvo etiam mraerey in yariis expedi- 
tiooibvi, in ilia prssertim longe celeberrima, qra Oades Hispania^ expvgna. 
t« trnt, anno m.d.xcvi. foeliciter perffnctTt est. Demrm, cvm Hibernia 
▼nireita dqqieaticsB rebellionis et Hispanics invasionis incendio ftagraret, 
Momooise pnefectus, per integrrm trieiinirm contra hostes, tam intemos q\ am 
exterooSy mvlta fortiter fideliterq. g«Mit. Tandem in Angliam revocatvs a 
Jaoobo MagDflB Britanniae Rege, ad Baroais de Clopton dignitatem evectys» 
Annie Reginae procamerari?s et thesaTrarivs, tormentorvm bellicorrm per to- 
tam Angliam Prasfectos, Garnseise insvlae gvbernator constitFtrs, et in secre- 
tioris contilii senatvm cooptatYS est. Jacobo deinde ad ccelestem *patriam 
CTOcato; Garolo filio vsq. adeo charus frit, rt inter alia non vrlgaria bcncw 
▼oil, aiTectrs indicia, ab eo Comitisde Totnes bo'nore solenni inrestitTra cx- 
ornatos frerit. Tantns vir, natalirm splendore ilWstris, belli et pacis artibrs 
oraatissimrs, magnos bonores propria Tirtvte consecrtus, cvm ad plenam et 
advltam senectTtem perrenisset, pie, placideq. animam deo creatori reddidit, 
Londini, in sdibus Sabavdise; anno dominicseincaroationis, jvxta Anglica- 
nam compvtationem, m.DC.zxix, Die Martii xxvij. Vixitannos Ixxiii. menses 
fere decern. 

Joisia Clopton, cvirs effigies^ hie cernitvr, ex antiqva Cloptonorvm fa- 
milia, filia primogenita et baeres, ex semine, Grlielmi Ciopton de Clop- 
ton armigeri, conivx moestissima viri charissimi, et optime meriti (cum quo 
▼ixit annos xlix) memorisB pariter ac SYse, in spem foelicissimae resTrrec 
tionis monumentu, hoc, pro svpremo mvnere, non sine lachrimis, consecnu 
Tit. lUa vixit annof 78, et 14^. die Februar: obiit, aoo. dni. incarnat. 

. if.DC. 36.'* 

Sir Thomas Stafford is said to have been a natural son of the Earl of 
Totness, to whom, when President of Munster, he was secretary, and 
whose Pacata Hibernia he published, after its author's decease. He 
was gentleman usher to Queen Henrietta Maria ; and be appears^ to 
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have enjoyed a very intimate friendiliip with the great Earl of Cork. 
He desired to be buried near his intimate friends, the Earl and Conntess 
of Totness; but his wish seems not to have been complied with, for the 
blanks in the inscription, which, as well as those for his friends, appears 
to have been written by himself, were never filled up with the time of 
his death; nor is there any entry of his burial in the church register. 
He survived both the Earl and the Countess. 

*^ Of the life and actioiis of the Earl of Totness,'' Observes Mi*. Wheler, 
from whose History of, and Guide to Stratford-upon-Avon, our mate- 
rials for this account of the Church have principally been derived, ** a bet- 
ter account in a compressed form cannot be given, than from the second 
inscription on the monument, [as above] which is a vigorous and ani- 
mated composition* He was descended from a most ancient and noble 
lineage (in the male line of the illustrious family of the Fitz-Geralds, in 
Ireland, and the Windsors, in England), who originally derived their 
surname from Carew Castle, in Pembrokeshire, From his youth be 
was bred to the study of die art of war, and very early in life obtained 
the command of the army in Ireland, against the rebellious Earl of Des- 
mond. By Queen Elizabeth, he was made a Privy Counsellor, and 
Master of the Ordnance in that kingdom, under whom he was a fortu- 
nate commander in several expeditions; especially in that memorable 
one when the Spaniards were driven from Cadiz in the year 1596: and 
when Ireland was inflamed by domestic rebellion, and the Spanish in- 
vasion, as Governor of Munster for the- space of three years, he bravely 
and successfully defended that unhappy country against its enemies, in- 
ternal and foreign. Being at length recalled into England, he was ad- 
vanced by King James to the dignity of Baron of Clopton, and made 
vice-chamberlain and treasurer to Anne his Queen; Master of the Ord- 
nance throughout England, Governor of the Island of Guernsey, and a 
member of the Privy Council. By Charles the First he was no less 
esteemed; and among other not common proofs of his regard, he was 
by him solemnly invested with the dignity of Earl of Totness. Upon 
such a man, iUustrious by the splendour of his birth, and adorned with 
qualities that rendered him so serviceable to his country in war and 
peace, were bestowed these honours, the just reward of his virtues. He 
died without issue, the 27th of March, 1629, in the 74th year of his age; 
to whose memory, his sorrowful wife, with whom he lived forty-nine 
years, erected this monument, as her last gift to the memory of the best 
of husbands and of men. She died upon the 14th of February, 1636, 
aged 78." 

On a small tablet affixed to the wall, between the monument of the 
Earl and Countess of Totness, and that presumed to be Sir Hugh Clop- 
ton's, is represented a woman kneeling at a desk, in commemoration of 
Amy Smith, who was for forty years waiting gentlewoman to the Coun- 
tess. The inscription is as follows : 

5 



CHUBCH OF THE HOLT TRIITITT. 

^HeaNlycA iiitemd jg^hodj^MA9.Amr^miiihfy^h»(hfmgt^jtfB. nft 
•f '60 jmnB, ftDd a maide,) departed tkis life^ at NontFcli io STrrey, the 
]3tb day of Sep. Ao. dpi. 1626. She attended Tpon the Bi^bt Hohle Joyce, 
Ladie Carew, Covntesse of Totnet, as her waitings grentlevoman, ye. space 
of 40 years together. Beings rery desiroTS in her life tynie, that after her 
death she might be laide in this Chrrch of Stratford, where her lady ye. sayd 
Corntesse also herselfe intended to be buried j and accordinglie to fulfill her 
request, & for her so long trew and faithf? 1 serrise, ye. taide Eight Hobte 
■CoTttttise, as ao erideat toaken of her affection towards her, not onely 
carsed her body to be brorght from Nonsrch heither, 9l here honorably 
b.rry«d, bvt also did carse this monTment and s?perscript{on to be erected, 
in a grateful! memorie of her, whom she had forn so good a servant." 

A^inst the east wall is the monument ef Sir Edward Waflcer, Knt. 
Garter King at Anns, one of those faithfol ro^ralistB who suffered so 
mueh in the cause of the nnhappy Charles. -His fidelity was rewarded, 
after the Restoration, bj the above dignity: he died suddenly at White- 
hall, on the 20th of February, 1676, aged 65. There are other monu. 
ments in memory of yarious branches of the Clopton family. 

The south aisle, as represented in Plate II., is strengthened with bat« 
tresses, terminating in foliaged pinnacles; and at the south.westem«Bgle 
is a circular Staircase, which has the appearance, externally, of an oe- 
fagonal^embattled tower. This aisle was built by John de Stratford, in 
Ihe early part of the fourteenth century. At the east end be erected a 
Chapel, which he dedicated to St. Thomas A Becket, the ascent to the 
idtar of which stUl remains, and hear it, in the south wall, are three va- 
cant canopied niches. Upon the front of the central canopy is scolptured 
a Pelican, feeding her young with the blood from her breast, symbolical 
of the Passion of Christ. Against the eastern wall of tiiis aisle is a large 
moimment io the memory of Sir Reginald Forster, Bart., and Dame 
Mary, -his wife, daaghter of Edward Nash, Esq., of East Greenwich^ in 
Kent. The transept, according to Dugdale, was erected towards the 
close of the fifteenth century, by the executors of Sir Hugh Clopton; but 
as Its arcbitectnral characters resemble those of the Tower, which is cer« 
tahsly of much greater antiquity than that period, it was most probably 
only repaired by them. Until 1773, the southern extremity of the transept 
was used as tbe sacristy, but a small brick building was then erected 
lor that purpose, in a tasteless style, against the eastern side of the tran- 
sept, and the southern wall of the chancel. The most ancient of the 
monuments in the transept is at the south end^ against the western wall. 
It consists of a raised altar-tomb, within an arch, and rudely sculptured, 
over which are four inscriptions, now almost obliterated. The first is 
in the Hebrew language, being the twenty-first Terse of the first chap- 
ter of Job, expressive of the instability of human affairs. The second 
inscription is in Greek; it states that the earth and this tomb cover the 
corporeal part of the deceased, and that the heavens possess his spirit 
and soul. The third and fourth inscriptions are as follows : 
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^ Hic ovtritTB erat, Batrs, nimc hi<! Jacef Hillrk ; 

HiqqFe magfistratrs fama tei* munere ffnctvs, 
Cvmqve bonos annos vixisset septTaginta 
Ad terrain corpvs, sed mens migravit ad astrft. 

*' Heare borne, heare lived, heare die<J, and byried heare, 

Lieth Richarde Hil, tbrise bailif of this Borrow ; 

Too matrones of good fame, be married in Godes feare. 

And now releast in joi, be reasts from worldlie sorrow* 

Heare lieth intombd the corps of Richarde Hill, 

A Woollen I)raper beeiag in bis time. 

Whose virtves live, whose fame dooth florisb stil, 

Tbovgb bee desolved be to dvst and slime. 

A mirror be, and parterne mai be made, 

For sveb as shall svckoead bini in that trade $ ) 

He did not vse to sweare, to glose, eatber faigne. 

His brother to defravde in barganinge ; 

Hee woold not strive to get excessive gaine 

In ani cloatfa or other kinde of thinge : 

His servant, S. I. this trveth can testifie, 

A witness that beheld it with mi eie/' 

The tomb does not bear any date, but it appears from tb^ reg^bter» 
that Mr. Richard Hill^ Alderman^ was buried on the 17th of December^ 
1593* In the transept, likewise, among many other monumeiktji of n# 
particular interest, is a memorial to Mn Nathaniel Mason, aa attorney 
of Stratford^ the inscription of which, in not inelegant Latin^ was coBi«t 
posed by Somervile the 'poet. 

The chancel, the eastern part of whieh is represented in Plate IV^ 
is the most beautiful as well as the most perfect division of this Churf h/ 
and was erected between the years 1465 and 1401, by Thomas Balsall^ 
D4 D. j who then held the office of Dean* It is separated from the tran# 
sept by an oaken screen, which originally formed a part of the ancient 
rpod-loft ; and which was glazed in the year 181 3^ Five large oroa-i 
mented windows on each side, give light to the chancel ; they were for-» 
JDierly decorated with painted glass, the remains of which were taken 
9nt in the year ITOO^ and transferred to the centre of the great eastern 
window, where they still remain, though in a very confosed estate. On 
each side of the eastern window is a niche, boldly finished in Iho 
Florid style of pointed architecture. In the south wall, near the altar^ 
are three similar niches, conjoined, in which were placed the concesiU0$ 
or seats, for the priests officiating at mass ; and immediately adjoining 
them is the piscina. These objects are all shewn in the Plate. Da 
each side of the chancel i^ a range of stalls belonging to the janciisnl 
ciioiri remarkable for the grotesque carvings which ornament tb» lQW0r 
part of each seat. 

Erected against the north wall, within the communion rail, is a curious 

altar-^tomb, of alabaster, to the nemory of Dean Balsall« who died in 
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1491. The front is divided into fire compartments, in each of which is 
scnlptared some remarkable event in the history of our Saviour : Ist, 
The Flagellation ; 2nd. The Leading to the Crucifixion ; drd« The Cru- 
cifixion ; 4th, The Entombment ; 5th. The Resurrection. At tbe west 
end are two niches, in one of which is the figure of a saint, and in the 
other are three figures of doubtful appropriation. At the east end are 
likewise two niches, one containing the figure of a saint, and the other 
three figures, one of which appears to represent St. James. This tomb, 
which has formerlj been painted, is seven feet six inches in length, by 
about three feet six inches in height, and is covered by a slab of mar- 
ble, in which an engraved brass figure of Dean Balsall, and an inscrip- 
tion, were originally inlaid, but have been long since torn away. The 
letters t. h» the initials of his name, and i t n, carved in stone, still re- 
main in several places. Against the eastern wall of the chancel is a 
monument, in memory of John Combe, Esq., the subject of a well- 
known satirical epitaph, ascribed to Shakspeare ; he died on the 10th 
of July, 1614. 

On the north wall, near the tomb of Dean Balsall, and elevated about 
five feet from the pavement, over the spot which enshrines his remains, 
is the monument of William Shak^pbare, likewise depicted in Plate 
IV. A bust represents the immortal bard in the attitude of poetic inspi- 
ration, with a pen in his right hand, a cushion before him, and hiis left hand 
resting on a scroll. It is placed under an arch and entablature, supported 
by Corinthian cohmms of black marble, with gilded bases and capitals. 
This bust was originally painted to resemble life ; the eyes being of a light 
hazel, and the hair and beard auburn. The dress consisted of a scarlet 
doublet, over which was a loose black gown without sleeves ; the upper 
part of the cushion before him was green, and the lower part crimson, 
with g^lt tassels. In the year 1748, the monument was repaired, and the 
bust carefully repainted, tbe expenses being defrayed by the receipts aris- 
ing from the performance of Othello, in the Old Town Hall, on the 9th 
of September, 1746; the play was performed by a company under the 
management of Mr. John Ward, the grand&ther of Messrs. J. and C. 
Kemble, and of Mrs. Siddons, a notice of whom will be found in our 
account of Leominster Church, where he was buried. In 1793, the 
bust, as well as the two figures on each side of the arms, was painted 
white, at the request of the late Mr. Malone ; an act of barbarous taste, 
which was severely satirized in an epigram, written in the album kept in 
tiie chancel, and which has often been repeated. Above the entablature, 
and surmounted by a death's head, are the Poet*s armorial bearings ; 
viz., or^ on a bend sable, a tilting spear of the first, point upwards' 
headed argent :— crest, upon an esquire*s helmet, a falcon rising, argent> 
snpportmg a spear in pale or. ^ 

On each side of the sort of pier containing the arms, is a figure of a 
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child in a sitting posture; that on the right holds a spade, and that on 
the left^ whose eyes are closed, an inverted torch, with his right hand 
testing on a skull. Under the bust, between the bases of the columns, 
are the following inscriptions : 

ludicio Pyliyin, genio Socratem, arte Maronem, 
Terra Teg^it, Populus meret, Olympyi habet. 

Stay passenger, why goest thov by to fait. 
Read, if tbou cantt, wbom enTiouB death bath plait 
Within this monvoieDt, Shakipeare, with whome 
Qvick Natrre dide ; whote name doth deck ys. tombe 
Far more then cost ; aith all yt. he hath writt, 
Leares living art, byt page to ierve hii witt. 

Obiit Ano. Boi. 1616. JEtutU 53, Die 23. Ap. 

Below the monument, upon the stone covering the Poet's grave, are 
the subjoined curious lines, said to have been written by himself: 

Good frend for Jesvt sake forbeare. 

To digg the dvit encloaied heare $ 

Blest be ye. man yt. spares thes stones. 
And cyrst be he yt. noyes my bones. 

It has been presumed from the imprecation in these lines, and from 
some passages in Hamlet, and in Romeo and Juliet, that Shakspeare 
held in great horror the custom of removing bones from the grave to the 
charnel-house ; he might perhaps have been witness of the practice in 
this Church, and in viewing the immense pile of human bones deposited 
in the charnel-house, which we shall presently describe, might have ap. 
prehended that his own relics would eventually be added to them« They 
have however remained undisturbed. 

Considerable discussion has taken place respecting the authenticity of 
the bust in Shakspeare's monument, as a portrait of the Poet ; but on a 
review of the circumstances attending its history and erection, it seems 
most probable that it may be relied upon as an accurate representation 
of our Bard : it was probably erected at the charge of his son-in-law. 
Dr. Hall, a learned and skilful physician ; and some verses addressed 
to the Poet's memory by Leonard Digges, which are among the few tri- 
butes of that kind prefixed to the first folio edition of his plays, prove 
it to have been erected within seven years after his decease. 

Mr. Wheler, in his Guide to Stratford, has discussed the probability of 
this bust's having been sculptured by Thomas Stanton, who carved the 
monumental busts of Richard and Judith Combe, likewise in the chan- 
cel ; and who is also conjectured to have executed the monument of Lord 
Totness, already described. The probable conclusion is, that it was 
sculptured by him^ and as the similarity of style observable in the two 
monuments indicates them to have been the works of the same artist, 
the strong resemblance which the figure of Lord Totness bears to the 
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j^aiiitiiigs of that ^Ueman, is adverted to by Mr^ Wheler, as corrobo* 
tBiis^e ervidende of the fidelity of Sbakt^oare^s bust, as. a likeness. 

An eleg^ant work has* just appeared ^arch, 1824,) from the pen of 
Mr. Boaden, in which the evidence on which the various representations 
of Shakspeare claim to be received as authentic portraits, is minutely 
examined -, the following remarks on the *< Stratford Bust" are extracted 
from the section on that subject. 

'* The first reipark that occurs on viewing this bust is, that it presents 
our Bard in the act of composition, and in his gayest mood. The vis 
comica so brightens his countenance, that it is hardly a stretch of fancy 
to suppose him in the actual creation of Falstaff himself. Very sure I 
am, that the figure must long have continued a source of infinite delight 
to those who had enjoyed his convivial qualities. Among this circle, it 
is nearly certain the artist himself was to be reckoned. The performance 
is not too good for a native sculptor. • . • The contour of the head is 
well given. The lips are very carefully carved ; but the eyes appear to 
me to be of a very poor charajcter ; the curves of the lids have no grace^- 
the eyes themselves have no protecting prominences of bone, and the 
whole of this important feature is tame and superficial. The nose is thin 
and delicate, like that of the Chandos head ; but I am afraid a little 
curtailed, to allow for an enormous interval between the point of it and 
the mouth, which is occupied by very solid mustaches, curved and 
turned up, as obj^icts of some importance in that whiskered age. Yet I 
must acknowledge, that the distance between the mouth and nose is ra- 
ther greater than is common, in both the folio head and the Chandos 
picture. There was perhaps some exaggeration here in the bust: 
viewed in front, it consequently looks irregular and out of drawing — in 
profile, this disparity is somewhat recovered. 

. ^^ From what picture it was taken we are not informed. It was not 
^om the Chandos head — the costume is totally different. It was not 
from Droeshout's original, for the same reason ; and for another, as- 
signed in its proper place. It has been suggested, that it might have 
had the certain model of a mask taken from the face of the deceased ; 
and on this point, our sculptors express different opinions. However, 
with all abatements as to the artist's skilly who was neither a Nollekens 
nor a Chantrey, he most probably had so many means of right informa- 
tion, worked so near the Bard*s time, and was so conscious of the 
iinportance of his task, that this must always be regarded as a pleasing 
imd faithful, if not a flattering resemblance of the great poet.** 

. The series of engravings given by Mr. Boaden, is to be held as con- 
taMuifg, in his opinion, ^' every thing that on any authority can be called 
Shakspeare ; and they each of them» alone^ possess very strong evidence 
of ap^enticity. Droeshout's print is attested by Ben Jonson, and by 
his partners in the theatre. The Stratford monument was erected by his 
10 
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8on-in«law9 Dr. Hall, and executed probably by Thomas Stanton, who 
coald not but' know hispenooy and probably had some cast to work 
from* The Chandos picture is traced up to Taylor, the poet's Hamlet, 
and was, no doubt, paioited by Purbage. The head by Cornelius Jan- 
sen, is marked by that painter decidedly Sfaakspeare, and every rea- 
sonable presumption assures us that it was painted for Lord Southamp- 
ton. The head by Marshall seems to have been copied by him from 
a head by Payne, who reduced that by Droeshout, with some vari- 
tions in the dress and attitude." What light these portraits throw 
upon each other, and thus verify the whole, Air. Boaden has brought 
most strikingly before the spectator, by shewing the heads as nearly 
as was practicable, in the same size, and in the same direction : and 
the rational deduction from a comparison of them, and of the evidence 
by which they are supported, undoubtedly is, that they are all authentic 
f^ortraits oy*SHAK8PEARE. 

To return from the digression into which we have been led by this 
interesting subject :— « 

Between Shakspeare's grave and the north wall are buried the remains 
of his widow, to< whom is> the following inscription, engraved on a brass 
plate affixed to the grave-stone. 

'* Heere lyeth interred the body of Anne, wife of William Shalcespeare/who 
depted this life the 6th day af ArgVy 1623, beings of the age of 67 yeares. 
^' Vbera, tu mater, tu lac ritamq. dedisti, 
Vfle mibi ; pro tanto muoere saxa dabo ! 
Quam mallem, amoneat lapidem, bonus Angel* ore' 

Exeat ut Christi Corpus, imago tua ; 
Sed nil vota valent, venias cito Christe, resurget, 
« < Clausa licet tumulo mater, et astra petet. 

On the opposite side of the Poet's grave are those of several other 
members of his family : viz.. Dr. John Hall, and Susannah his wife, the 
Poet's eldest daughter, who, as the grave-stone formerly set forth, was 
" witty above her sex ;" he died on the 25th of November, 1635, aged 
60, and she on the 11th of July, 1649, aged 66 ; and Thomas Nash, 
Esq., who married Elizabeth their only child, and died on the 4th of 
April, 1647, aged 53. 

There are in the chancel, as well as in the other divisions of this Church, 
numerous monuments of inferior interest ; and throughout the edifice the 
pavement is covered with the almost obliterated memorials of the dead. 

On the northera side of the chancel, just beyond the stalls, is an or- 
namented door-way, formerly the entrance into the crypt or charnel- 
house, which, from its style of architecture, the early Norman, appears 
to have been the most ancient part of the Church. It was taken down 
in 1800, in consequence of its dilapidated condition ; and the immense 
pile of bones it contained was carefully arched over. 
11 
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The tower risei from fimr pointed arches, Biutained hj mBMive clus* 
teni {nllan ; And coutaint six mnBical belk. It ma ortgtaa^y crowned 
by a timber spire, covered with lead, and abont fortj-lwo feet in height : 
(his was taken down in 1763, and the present spire of Warwick hewn 
■Ioim: erected in the following fear, bf an architect frmn Warwick, 

The dimensions of Stratford Chnrch are as follows :— The Nave is 
103 feet long, 28 wide. 50 high ; Side Aisles, each, 103 long, 20 wide, 
2&highi Transept,&41ong, 28 wide,30 high t Chancel, 66)ong,28 wide, 
40 high ; Total length, from East to West, 197 ; Tower, 28 square, SO 
high ; Spire, 83 high. 

The living of Stratford is a discharged Vicarage, rained in the King's 
Books at 20/. 

Snbjoined is a representation of the remaioing part of the ancient 
Font of Stratford Church, which Originally stood in the sonth aisle, 
opposite the door, nearly nnder the second arch of the nave from the 
west. It bas been noticed that the Font now in use was pnt np at the 
commencement of the last centnry, at whi^ period this portiim of tke 
ancient one was removed to the residence, in Chnrdi Street, of Thomas 
Paine, the then Parish Clerk, who died in 1747. in this sitnation it 
remained until 1823 ; but having since its removal from the Chnrch been 
^plied to the ignoble purpose of a Water Cistern, until the present 
owner, Ca^rtain Saanders, of Stratlbrd, obtained poBsessitm of it, it had 
sustained considerable inj ury : although from the cavities made for receiv. 
ing an iron brace, or hoop, it apfieKTS to have sufiered more severely from 
the destractive hand of fanaticism, at the period of the Civil Wars, when 
several other ornaments of the Chnrch were mutilated or demolished'— 
It b conjectured that the Font was set up in the r^gn of Edward III., 
when John de Stratford, Archbishop of Canterbury, erected the south 
atbte in which it was situated ; but this mutilated relic [of which the base 
and shaft are lost] derives greater interest from the prebability, if notthe 
certainty, of its having been the Font wherein the Bard of Avon and his 
family were baptized. 
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The Town of Marlborougb, or as it was anciently called, Marleberg» 
and sometimes Marlebridge» is situated 75 miles west of London, on the 
grtat road to Bath and Bristol. The pleasant valley in which it is 
built is watered by the Keimet, and bounded to the north and west by 
that extensiye tract of land known by the name of the Marlborough 
Downs, whilst the noble forest of Sayemake occupies the south-eastern 
district The Town itself is of great antiquity, and is supposed to have 
been built on or near the site of the Roman station, Cunetio. There are 
abo remains of several religious houses, particularly a priory of the order 
of St Augustin, which subsisted before the reign of King John. It was 
a xojtl foundation dedicated to St Margaret. At present Marlborough 
is a small but flourishing town, containing about 4,000 inhabitants, 
and divided into two parishes. The churches stand at either extremi^ 
of a broad, handsome street, which gives them an imposing appearance. 
That of St Mary the Virgin is toward the East The Church of St. 
Peter and St Paul, at the western extremity of the Town, forms a fine 
tecmipation to the main street, already alluded to. It was probably 
erected early in the fifteenth century, as we find in the church manu- 
scripts, bearing date from 1555 to 1701, that in the year 1576 it was 
found i^ecessary to ** new buyld the pynnakels of the towre." Now as 
the pinnacles of this Church are of a very substantial form, and better 
calculated to withstand the fury of the tempest than such exposed parts 
frequently are ; and as there is eveiy reason to suppose that they were 
originally built in the same form, we may safely conclude that the original 
pinnacles did stand, without need of being rebuilt, for a century or more, 
which will carry back the exbtence of the Church to at least the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century. 

Plate I. The Tower of this Church forms a very beautiful object ' 
to the surrounding neighbourhood, from whatever point it may be 
viewed. It Is finely proportioned, and consists of three stories, exclusive 
of the battlements. The angles are ornamented with graduated octan- 
gular turrets, surmounted with pinnacles, each bearing a vane. The 
whole rises to the height of 116 feet. A staircase to the top is concealed 
in the south-east turret. The walls are cased with a species of free- 
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sUme^ retj capa^ of. resisting the attacks of 'the atmosphete. Tk0 
Church consists, besides the Tower, of a Nave, with side Aisles, a Chan- 
eel, and oonrenient Vestries; the exterior length is 181 feet, and the 
breadth 63. There is no appearance of the Church having undergone 
any material alteration since it^ first erection, and consequently it pre- 
senres much of its original character. The principal entrance to the 
Church is through a porch on the south side, near the Tower. . This 
may possibly be a later erection than the rest of the building. There 
were also four other entrances, two of which are walled up, and one on 
either side of the Chancel is left open. 

Plate II. — ^Tfaiis View includes a great portion of the Church, com- 
prdiending the Nave, Aisles, and part of the Chancel. The interna) 
length, including the Chancel and the old Vestry, is 120 feet; and the 
breadth, including the Aisles, is 47 ft. 6 in. The Nare, exclusire of the 
Chancel and old Vestry, is 66 ft. 6 in. long. 

The clustered pillars of the Nave, separating it from the Aisles, have 
a particularly light appearance. They are generally 12 feet distant from 
each other, though the distence, especially in the south range, is by 
no means regular, nor are the pillars in the two ranges respectively op- 
posite to each other. The light is admitted through plain but hand- 
some and uniform mullioned windows in the Aisles. The Pulpit, of an 
octagonal shape, and the Reading-desk, are situated against the ffrst piHar 
of the Nave, from the Chancel : they are of oak, handsomely carved 
and panelled. Opposite are the seato of the mayor, justices, and bur- 
gesses of the town. The roof of the Nave is ceiled in compartments, 
ornamented with quatre-foils and other devices, richly gilt, at the inters 
sections. The Chancel is vaulted with stone, as is also the roof of the 
porch, over which is a small room about nine feet square. ' In the wall 
of the north Aisle are appearances of there having been formerly a stair- 
case leading to the rood loft At the west end of the Nave is a hand- 
some Gallery of oak, which was probably erected as long ago as the 
year 1625. Above it stonds a fine-toned organ, given to the Church in 
1820, by the late N. Merriman, Esq. 

Amongst the Monuments in this Church the most ancient are the fol- 
lowing. One against the north wall of the Chancel to the memory of 
three children of the Lord Chief Justice Hyde. It represents two small 
figures kneeling, opposite to each other, with a sort of desk and books 
between them. On a teblet underneath is the following inscription : 

HEEB L7E THE BODIES OP TWO SOtHTEf AHD ▲ DA¥OHTEB, Of. 5' NICOLAS 
HTOE, KMIGHT, LO. CHEIFB IVSTICE OF T* KINGS-BENCH, AND OF T* LADT&, 
MAETE, HIS WIFE : THAT IS ROBEET, BVSIED 24 lAV'^, 1626. FEANCIS, BV- 
BIBD 28 IkV^, 1626, ELIZABETH, BVRIED 28 FEBEV*)^, 1626. 
WEE SHALL OCX TO THEM, BYT THBT SHALL NOT BXTVBNE TO Y8« 2 $am. 

12.23. 
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^ 'Armsy aamre^ a ehevTon^ barged wiik a fmjki ^liei, keiweenr tkir^e 
JiuUg, or. 

On the wall is also a large marble monument to the mraiory of one* 
of the GoghiUs. On the same wall is an inscription for 

Ann Saveiy, daughter of J^arewell Peny, M. A. (many years rector of this Pa- 
rish,) and wife to Ser?ington Savery, A. M. ob. June 5, 1734, set. 45. 

Opposite to this is a large moral monument/ of Sienna marble, with 
white marble .tablets, to the memory of several members of the Claveiring 
family, of whom the reverend Robert Clayering, M. A« of Ch« Ch. Ox- 
ford, was rector of this parish, and. vicar of Preshute. 

On the first pillar in Uie nave on the south side is a marble monnmient, 
to 

HUMFR£DI WALL Gen : Ob. 29, die Jan. Anno Dom. 1719. JBtat. sue 75. 
MARTHA Uxor ejus Ob. Apr. 1698, i£tat. 41. FiUa.WilhelnuTairant, Oeii.., 
Qui ob. 19 Maij 1681 i£tat. 63. Et Maris conjugis ejus Ob. Feb. 1686, iEtat 62^ 
Misabetha etiam uxor ejus 2^ Filie Thorns. Chamberlayne Airmi^. De Odding- 

ton in Agro Gloucestiensi Obijt 4° die Nov. 1725, ^tatis 83. 

. .... 

In this Churoh are also interred the families of lipyeat, Bayiye, 
Dansie, Westmacott, I>alrymple, Brathwaite, Hawkes, Merriman, Hal«- 
comb, Warner, Pinckney, Hancock, &c. &c. 

The ground story of the tower has lately been converted into a hand- 
some vestry rciom, about fourteen feet square^ the vaulting of which is 
ribbed and groined in a style of great beauty. 

In the floor is inserted a highly polbhed black marble slab, of great 
«ize, bearing the following inscription in massive letters of brass. 

A O H A Ilftr^t, Kj *Y»», i^ Uttv. ^Ayittf il^ n afKn» «^ 'Vv, «; an. A/tqy. 
IN SPE 6L0BIX IMMORTAIIS EXUVIA MQBTALB8 



FRAN. FRANCIS UXORIS, . 
MART. ID. A. B. MDCCLXVII. 
VIXIT ANN. LVI. 



OUL. FRANCIS, MARITI, 

DEC. NGN. VI. 

A.D. MDCCLXXXIV. 

VIXIT ANN. LXXVI. 



RIC. FRANCIS, Fnn, 

MART. KAL. V. A. D. MDCCLXXIX. 

VIXIT ANN. XXXIX. 



FRAN. FRANCIS, FILIA, 
KAL. JUN. XVI. 
A.D. MDCCCXVI. 
VIXIT. ANN. LXIX. 



QUIESCANT IN PACE. 

L. P. 

CAR. FRANCIS. S. 

A. D. MDCCCXVII. 
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• UsdofiMiA the isflfsripliQii, irtliA 19 mA 

gance, are the anns of FrancUy Argent, a cheTron between three eagle* 
4iiplayed, gdes. 

There are sereral hbck marble, and other dabs, om. which are the im* 
prenions of brass figures and inscriptions^ but these hare long been lost. 

Within the conununion rail, a black marble slab records the deafli of 
the Rey^ Edward Cressett, in the following words : — 

Here lies the body of Edward Cressett, M« A. ofOnel CbU. in Oxford, practicer 
of FhysiCy who Hved a most affectioDate sen of the Chuidi of Eogfamd, and ^ 
<|«0alhed IGOI* to be improTed to Ihe equal vA pttpetual benefit'of the miDisMa 
of tfaia chnrch, and .thewavter of St, M9(y'9 IP thia Towae, fillUt e< |ij i tin t w>g w 
• thea by law itrfaMiih»j, but when oUianwie, th^ to the ahyahoaie ia the WWU 
there. Heezdianged this life for a better, Apiill 12thy 1693, and in yeare of fan 
age 108. 

Marlborough is in the Hundred of Selkleigh, and the diocese and 
deanery of Sarum. St Mary's church is a vicaragey ndued m the 
King's books at lOl Ot. lOd, and is in the {patronage of the Dean. St. 
Peter's is a rectory Valued at 12/., and is in the gift of the Bishop. 



DimeiutoM rf Si. Peter' t Churchy Merlborongh. 



ft ia. 

Height oC first story o(; Tower to 

ihe«oa1diiig ..«b ,... 33 

Second Do. Do. 25 4 
Third Do. Do. 25 4 
C^om thence to top of Battle- 
ments 5 

From Battlements to stone 

ball o^pinaades . • 2(k 

Of weather-cock, spindles, 

and copper balls 6 4 

Length, whole of Chnrch*: 

Inteiipr ...,,....« 120 

Of Body, exclnsive. of Chan- 
cel»01dVe8tiy,&c...... 66 6 

OfChancel 19 7 

Of <»d Vestry..,.. i^ 26 2 

Breadth, whole of Omrch : . 

Inteiior •««•»•••«••«.... 47 6 



OfNave 19 

Of Side Aisles........ 12 

Porch, inside, 12ft. 6iD. by 9ft. 

Outside east and west «... 13 
Ditti^ outside side nexttheTower^ 

Qfk. ; next the Church, . . « 12 
Tower, square of inside ground 

floor (New Vestiy) r . ; • • • 

BquaK of 1st Do. (Beliry). • 
Square of 2nd and 3rd Do. 
clock- loft and bell chamber 
Externally there only appear 3 storios* 
Internally there are 4 floors, t^k. 
The Ground Floor is the Ve8$|ry^ 
Ist Do. Be!^. 

2nd D91. Clock loft.. 

8rd Do. Bell chamber. 
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EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE; 

VICAR, 

THE REV. H, P. COOPER. 



The Vale of Evesham, now so remarkable for its beauty and fertiKty, 
was once equally celebrated for the magnificent Abbey, traditionally 
founded, as early as the year 709, by St Egwin, for Benedictine monks, 
and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. All Saints Church, as well as 
that of St Lawrence, now in ruins, which stands near it, was origi- 
nally appropriated to the Abbey, as a subordinate Chapel. The 
Priest who officiated therein was called a Chaplain, and had the same 
allowance daily from the Cellar and Buttery, as the rest of the Monks of 
the Abbey. 

The Church stands near an ancient Gateway, within the Cemetery 
of the two Parishes of All Saints and St Lawrence, which is a large 
square planted with trees. The exact date of its erection is not known, 
but it is mentioned in a deed about 1226. At the west end is an em* 
battled Tower with small pinnacles at the angles, and in a style of 
architecture which corresponds greatly with that period ; it is surmounted 
by an octagonal spire, terminated with a vane. The Porch, 12 feet 
by 10, projecting from the base of the Tower, built by Clement Lich* 
field. Abbot in the reign of Henry VIII, is of very beautiful construc- 
tion, ornamented with a series of trefoil-headed arches on its exterior, 
and is adorned with an open worked parapet The annexed View ex- 
hibits the general character of the building, and includes nearly the 
whole south side of the Church. The pointed windows of the Nave are 
divided into three trefoil-headed lighto, with quatrefoil compartments 
above ; but in the south aisle, or projecting portion seen in the Plate, the 
windows are larger and more lofty : the lights are here divided by tran- 
soms, and the embattled parapet is pierced with small light arches, while 
the buttresses partake of a more ornamental style of architecture. The 
body of the Church is nearly 130 feet in length, and its grea^st breadth 
including the north and south usles, is 73 feet. The Aisle>s are sepa- 
rated from the body by four Arches of unequal dimensions, those at 
the east end being nearly double the size of the rest Against the East 
wall of the Chancel is a monument to the Rev. John Mitchell^ LL. B., 
vicar of this Church, who died Sept. 9, 1724, set 41 ; Sarah, his wife, 
and three children. Arms, f^att}} per pale, salde and argent, a chevron 
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beiween two JlMib ermwed, eamUerdurngti ofik^fiM^ Uitchiell, impaling 
paly of Hx, argeni and g^dei a bend or. On the North side of the 
Chancel is a small monument to Adam Cave, Gent^ ob. 18 Oct 1698, 
set 29, anus, vert,Jretty argent: and others to the same family. 

About the middle of the South Aisle is the sepulchral Chapel of Cle- 
ment Lichfield, the 55th Abbot of Evesham, who after having endowed 
bis Convent with many elegant ornaments* and usefid additions, had 
the mortification to Witness the total detnolition of all. He was elected 
28th Dec..l513, and resigned in 1533, in favor of Philip Hawford, who 
was then created Abbot for the sole purpose of surrendering the Abbey 
to die cnywn, whiqh evenit toak|>laee 17th Nov. that same year, when 
its site was granted by Henry VIII., to %ir Philip Hobby, Kt, for the 
sum of 801f. 10«. ; and the splendid edifice erected before the reign of 
He^y in>, was soon afterwards demolished, except the handsome 
Tow^r erected by Clement Lichfield, which is 117 feet high, and con* 
taiss a peal pf eight bells« there b^ng but one in the Spire of the Churdi. 
The Abbot after his resignation retired to Offenham, a country resid- 
ence of the Ab|>pt's near this place, where it is most probable he died* 
He is buried in this Chapel built by himself^ on the south side of the 
Church. It is 16 feiet by 13 in extent, and of beautiful florid ardiitec- 

turci On ^fretted Ceilii^\are the initals, ^f^ upon an escutcheon. 

The Abb0t*s monument is now defaced, but is described in Habington's 
MSS. collected in ibe ne^n of Charles I., towards a History of the 
County : " At th^ entrance.of this Chapel, lyeth humbled on the ground, 
the resemblance of an Abbot, truly great, in leaving the dignity of his 
high plaice, add wise, when, foreseeing the storm that overthrew this 
with other Kefi^ous Houses, he struck sail to avoid shipwrecL His 
resemblance is engraved at the altar, in prayer. On his right hand, Et 
in tirtute tua judica m^. Below OM one side. Quia tit inferno nulla est 
redemptio. Qn the opposite. Miserere met Ileus, et saha me. Under-< 
neath his feet, an inscription, which was also painted on one of the win- 
dows. Orate pro Anima Domini Clementis Lichfield Sacerdotis^ eujut 
tempore N&na furris Eveshamensis csdificata est. He was buried, as 
appears by thj^ Register book, October 9, 1546." 

The North Aisle was formerly called Derby Chapel, and its windows 
were adorned in stuined' glass, with the well known cognizance of the 
Stanleys, as Lords of tW Isle of Man ; viz. Gules three armed, legs con- 
joined argeiii, three tinae^ repeated, together with the armorial coats of 
Sudeley, Mortimer, and others, with that of the Abbey of Evesham : 
azure, a chain in chevron, trnth a ring on the dexter and a Horse lock on 
the sinister, between three mitres or; all which are now destroyed. 
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GREAT MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE ; 

VICAR, 

THE REV. HENRY CARD, D.D. F.R.S. F.A.S. F.R.S.L. 



On the eastern declivity of the Malvern Hills, near the entrance of the 
valley between the Worcestershire Beacon and North Hill, is situated 
the healthful and picturesque Village of Great Malvern. The build- 
ings are pleasantly interspersed amidst orchards, gardens, and planta- 
tions ; and the scenery of the neighbourhood combines, in their happiest 
union, the romantic, the beautiful, and the sublime. Hygeia presides 
over its springs ; and the IjH'e of Poesy has frequently been strung in 
admiration of its varied charms. 

But it is not to its situation alone, nor to the delightful prospects 
which its vicinity affords, that Malvern is indebted for its attractions. 
The salubrity of its Wellsy and the interest excited by its Church, 
which exhibits in its Architecture a very beautiful example of the latest 
period of the Pointed Style, furnish additional sources of healthful plea- 
sure, and mental gratification. 

Malvern has long been celebrated in Ecclesiastical History ; and the 
Village itself owes its origin to an Hermiixtge, or Priory, which ac- 
cording to Thomas, who wrote an account of its Antiquities and Church, 
in Latin, (temp. James I.) was founded here, ^' in the wild forest," an- 
terior to the Norman Invasion. This establishment was for seculars ; 

> 

and our author sti^tes that Urso D'Abitot, or D'Abtot, a Norman 
Baron, who possessed considerable estates in this County, was the 
foundipr. In tliis Thomas has been contradicted, there being no men- 
tion of D'Abtot's name in either of the two Charters granted to the 
Priory by King Henry the First. If not the founder, however, it is 
evident that Urso was a benefactor very soon after the Conquest ; there 
being extant a rather curious grant made by him to the Malvern brother- 
hood, (vide Nash's Hist, of Worcestershire, vol. ii. p. 266, note,) to 
which, among the witnesses, is ^ Athelisa Vicecomitissa/ the Sheriff's 
Lady, his own wife. That some kind of a religious house was founded 
1 
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here prior to the Conquest, is apparent from a Charter of Henry the 
First's, referred to in Dugdale*s Monasticon, which mentions that it was 
endowed by King Edward the Confessor. 

A somewhat different account of this foundation has been given in 
Nash's History, viz. "Before the Conquest, Malvern was a wilder- 
ness thick set with trees, and some Monks, who aspired to greater sanc- 
tity, retired [thither] from the Priory of Worcester, and became Her- 
mits. The enthusiasm spread so rapidly that their number soon in- 
creased to three hundred; when, forming themselves into a Society 
they agreed to live according to the Order of St. Benedict, and elected 
Aldwin, one of their company, to be Superior." Nash refers to William 
of Malmsbury, as his authority for this statement ; but in respect to the 
number of brethren congregated under Aldwin, or Aldewine he is in- 
correct ; Malmsbury *s words being, — * Usque ad /rtcenarium numerum,' 
that is, thirty, and not frecenarium, or three hundred. He was proba- 
bly misled by Habyngton, the author of an account of this Priory, 
which was dedicated to Queen Elizabeth, and printed in 1596; and 
in which Habyngton has fallen into the same mistake. 

In the '^ AnnaL Wigornienses" Aldwin is expressly called Xhefoundery 
from the circumstance, as Hab3mgton rationally conjectures, of his hav- 
ing " begged of the charity of others, as much as perfected this founda- 
tion." He appears to have been one of the Anchorites at Malvern; — 
and about the year 1083, he was persuaded by St. Wolstan, Bishop of 
Worcester, to become a Benedictine Monk, instead of making a pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem, as he had previously intended, with assurances that 
his place at Malvern would be wonderfully favoured by God: these as- 
surances he is said to have lived to see fulfilled in a very considerable 
degree ; the benefactions which he obtained by his zeal having enabled 
him to found a Priory and Church for thirty monks, in honour of the 
Virgin Mary. One of the principal benefactors was Gislebertus Crispi- 
nus, Abbot of Westminster, who, with the consent of his Convent, as- 
signed several estates and manors to the new foundation ; stipulating, 
as it should seem, that the future patronage of the Priory should be- 
long to his own establishment : hence the Abbots of Westminster always 
claimed the approval and confirmation of the Priors of Malvern ; though 
it was not without many disputes that they maintained their privileges. 
Malvern, therefore, was regarded as a subordinate Cell to the Abbey 
Church ; and the Dean and Chapter of Westminster have lands in its 
vicinity at the present time. 

Henry the First was a considerable donor to this Priory ; besides con- 
firming all former grants by his Charter, dated in 1127, he bestowed 
various lands upon its inmates. In 1159, William Burdett gave to God,, 
and St. Mary of Malvern, all the land he bad in Aucott in Warwickshire, 
2 
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with the mill, &c. and other possessions, for the foundation of a Cell for 
four mmiks. Another Cell, subordinate to Malvern, was afterwards 
founded at Brockbury, in the parish of Colwall, in Herefordshire. 

Bishop Latimer, about the period of the dissolution, petitioned that 
two or three religious houses in each county, and in particular, that of 
Great Malvern, might remain, and their revenues be applied to the 
purposes of education ; but this was overruled by the cupidity of Henry 
the Eighth's counsellors. When the Priory was dissolved, the value 
of its possessions was estimated, according to Dugdale, at SOSi. Is. 5^^; 
and according to Speed, at 375/. 0«. 6d. In the thirty-sixth of HenryVIII. 
the Priory demesne was granted to William Pinnock, who transferred it 
to John Knotesford, Sergeant at Arms, by whose descendants it was sold 
to James Oliver, of the city of Worcester, about the year 1774. Queen 
Elizabeth in her thirty-first year, granted to Richard Braythewayt0, 
and Roger Bromley, and their heirs, all the tythes of lambs, pigs, calves, 
eggs, hemp, and flax, and the oblations of the Parish, and of the Chapel 
of St. Leonard, on condition of their paying 8/. yearly to the Vicar, and 
8#. 2d, to the Archdeacon of Worcester, ^^ in respect of a synodal and 
procuration, issuing out of the said tythes." The Priory Gateway still 
remains in tolerable preservation ; together with an ancient and some- 
what curious wooden edifice, supposed to have been the Refectory and 
Audit Hall, which has been converted into a barn with stabling. 

Hie Church is a large and spacious structure, built in the form of a 
cross, and having a lofty tower rising from the intersection of the nave 
and transept. Formerly, two Chapels were attached to it, which have 
been destroyed; viz. one at the east end, consecrated to the Virgin 
Mary ; and another on the south side. AfVer the conveyance of the 
Priory demesne to John Knotesford, Esq., as mentioned above, this 
edifice was purchased from him by the inhabitants of Malvern, for 200if., 
and made parochial. The Patron of the Living is Edward Foley, Esq;, 
of Stoke Edith Park, in Herefordshire. 

The more ancient parts of this &bric which are principally confined 
to the massive columns and arches of the nave, are of early Norman 
architecture : but the rest of the building is in the pointed style of Henry 
the Seventh's time. That munificent Patron of the arts. Sir Reginald 
Bray, K. G., who was a native of St. John's, Worcester, was the archi- 
tect; and under his superintendance the Church assumed that appearance 
and chaiacter which have rendered it the admiration of every person con- 
versant in elegant design, and ingenious workmanship. Sir Reginald*s 
great abilities, and his zealous attachment to the Lancastrian cause, oc- 
casioned him toenjoy the entire friendship of his Sovereign ; and Hienry 
himself^ his Queen, and his family, are reported to have assisted him in 
]«novmting> and. embellishing this interesting pile. The painted and 
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stained glass that formerly adorned the windows, and of which manj 
beautiful specimens still remain, though greatly misplaced and mutilated, 
are, in particular, stated to have been executed at the charge of those 
iUustrious personages. 

During the lapse of centuries, and through the culpable neglect of 
those who ought to have attended to its preservation, this Church be- 
came greatly dilapidated; so much so, indeed, that about the year 
1788, it is described as being in such a ruinous state, " that it could 
not be used with either convenience or safety ; the roof, when it rained, 
admitting much water ; the seats being mouldy and decayed ; the walls 
and floor dreadfully damp, (for some parts of the Church were subject to 
be flooded,) and the ivy allowed to pierce through the broken windows, 
and cover a large portion of the east end of the fabric." In this forlorn 
state it continued till about the years 1812 and 1813, when the roof and 
ceiling were repaired, and the ivy entirely cut away ; the expenses being 
defrayed by a subscription principally raised among the nobility and 
gentry of the surrounding country. Much, however, yet remained to be 
done ; when in a propitious hour, in 1815, the Rev. Dr. Card was in- 
ducted to this Vicarage ; and that gentleman immediately directed his 
attention to the repairs which were still requisite. Through his activity 
and zeal, a further subscription was obtained ; and the Church, within 
three years afterwards, was placed in that complete state of reparation 
and improvement in which it now appears. 

From many points of view this structure is seen to great advantage, 
and particularly from the north, as represented in Plate I. The tower, 
which rises to the elevation of 124 feet, is finely ornamented with a 
pierced battlement, and corresponding pinnacles, which are rather pecu- 
liarly designed, as may be seen in the engraving. Elegant tracery adorns 
the windows ; and the open-work of the embattlements westward from the 
transept, gives an agreeable lightness to the u{^r part of the walls. On 
the north side, there is a considerable descent to the Church, from the 
irregularity of the ground. In the tower are six bells and a set of chimes. 

The interior has a neat and impressive character : its length is 173 
feet, and ito breadth 63 feet ; the height of the nave is 63 feet. When 
the sun's rays are beheld streaming through the rich tints of its coloured 
glass, the effect is very fine. The nave is neatly pewed; and in a 
handsome gallery near the entrance in the north-aisle is a good organ. 
On the front of the gallery are the arms of her late royal highness the 
Princess Charlotte of Wales, together with those of his serene highness 
Prince Leopold, her husband. The pews of Earl Beauchamp and Ed- 
ward Foley, Esq, are respectively ornamented, in front, with their armo- 
rial bearings. On each side the chancel, are placed the ancient stalls of 

the monks, the under parU, or subseUay of which exhibit various 
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grotesque and other carvings in basso-relievo. Among them are the 
following subjects : which have been rudely etched by the late John 
Carter, in the second Volume of his '' Ancient Sculpture and Painting.'* 
— 1. A Man on his death-bed, with a Priest at his head and a Doctor 
at his feet, to whom he is offering bags of wealth to secure their aid. 2. 
A Monk driving away the Devil, by propelling wind into. his fundament 
with a pair of bellows. 3. A Gardener holding a staff and garden-hook 
with plants, . &c. by his side. 4. A Man with a basket of fruit on his 
right arm : in his left hand he holds up a pine. 5. A Male figure sus- 
taining a large goblet in each hand; probably meant as an emblem of 
gluttony, his belly appearing to swag on the table before him, upon 
which are remains of a repast. 6. An Angel playing on a cittern. 

The altar-piece consists of an entablature supported by columns of the 
Ionic order, in the pannels between which, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, and the Commandments, are neatly painted. Near it, on each side, 
are ranged a number of the curiously inscribed Tiles^ which formed a 
part of the pavement of the ancient Church, intermixed with others on 
which the armorial bearings of divers benefactors were represented. 
Each tile is about five inches and a quarter square, in superficial extent ; 
and nearly an inch and a half in thickness. They are mostly of a dark 
red, or brown colour : the arms and letters have been impressed on them 
when sof%, and the indents afterwards fiUed up with a different coloured 
clay ; as orange, &c. The inscription on the greater number of the tiles 
is as follows : 

Q^m6e • xann . gi . liffe . 

mat . not . vx . tntiute . 

sat . $oiD . yis^ii . (t . HtM . 

nf . sat . sob . art . ^nxxt « 

iittt . sat . s^b • s^btiett « 

ttn . to . si « ^^(tur . tuxt • 

an)r . eu . %ii . abaile . se • 

|)tt . in . hvX . abmtute . 

When divested of its obselete orthography, this inscription might be 
rendered thus : — Think, man ! thy life will not endure for ever. What 
thou dost thyself, of that thou art certain ; but what thou leavest to thy 
executors' care, it is but a chance that it will ever avail thee.— Another 
tile of the same kind is fixed against the large column on the north side, 
near the entrance to the chancel ; and various others, collected from dif- 
ferent parts of the floor during the late repairs, have been used for facing 
a low semicircular wall at the east end of the Church. Among the 
armorial bearings on these tiles were those of Edward the Confessor, 

and of many ancient baronial fiuniUes ; particularly Bohun, Earl of 
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NorthampCon ; Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick ; Mortimer, Earl of March ; 
Clare, Earl of Gloucester; and Beaachamp, of Powick. According to 
Nash, the date of the tOes about the choir, is 1463 ; viz. 36th of Henry 
the Sixth. 

Most, if not all of the windows of thb edifice were very richly embel* 
lished with painted glass, on which numerous subjects from Scripture 
were depicted ; and likewise the effigies of benefactors with their anns 
on their surooats. Thou^ much of it has been destroyed, from culpable 
neglect, and wilful devastation, there is still sufficient remaining to attest 
its original splendour; but the different series of historical represen- 
tations are in every instance incomplete ; and only a few of the portraits 
now exist. 

In the sixteen lower compartments of the great east window, were the 
principal events of our Saviour's life and passion ; but nearly the whole 
has been broken ; and the remaining fragments are so confusedly mis- 
placed that no subject can be traced. In the upper divisions are the 
twelve Apostles, with other figures. This window is shewn in Plate III., 
the view being taken from the north side of the Church, near the entrance 
of the transept. 

In the third window from the east, on the north side, are the arms of 
Westminster Abbey ; together with several transactions of the Monk 
Aldwin, relating to his procuring Letters Patent for the foundation of 
this Church from Pope Gregory the Seventh and William the Conqueror. 
In the fourth window, the Crucifixion is represented in three divisions : 
in the centre is Jesus upon the cross, on the right is St. John the Evan- 
gelist and the l^rgin Mary, and on the left, the Centurion speaking to 
his soldiers. In the fifth window is a seraph, a cherub, and an arch-angel : 
several figures were removed from this part into the west window, when 
the latter was glazed during the recent improvements. In the ninth 
window is St. Peter, but greatly mutilated. 

In the great west window was originally a representation of the Day 
of Judgment, said to have been '' not inferior to the paintings of Michael 
Angelo." The whole however was demolished by unruly boys, who, 
whilst the Church remained in its dila|$idated state, were wilfully suffered 
to throw stones at the various figures thereon delineated; Under the 
directions of the present Vicar, aided by a benefaction of 50/. from the 
kte Princess Charlotte of Wales, and Prince Leopold, her consort, diis 
window has been again resplendently filled with painted glass, brought 
from less observable situations in other parts of the Church. The prin- 
cipal recognized figures are St. Lawrence and St George, the others 
are Popes, Bishops, Saints, &c. 

In the fourth window from the east, on the south side, are twelve 

Scriptural subjects, commencing with Uie Creation, and* ending with the 
6 



ST MARYS CHURCH, GREAT MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE. 

infancy of Cain, viz. 1. The Almighty forming the earth out of a chao$ 
of confused atoms. 2. God creating the moon and the stars. 3, 4, and 
5. God creating the plants, the fowls of the air, and the trees and 
beasts of the field. 6. God creating Man out of the dust of the ground. 
7. Adam in a deep sleep, and God taking a rib from his left side to crei^te 
Woman. 8. God leading Adam and Eve into Paradise. 9. Adam 
and Eve eating the forbidden fruit. 10. Adam and Eve hiding them- 
selves among the trees in the garden. 11. The Angel of the Lord ex- 
pelling Adam and Eve from Paradise. 1 2. Adam tilling the ground, 
and Eve with Cain upon her knee. 

In the fiflh window was the history of Noah, but the only subjects 
not utterly mutilated, are these : — the Almighty appearing to Noah, and 
commanding him to build an Ark ; and Noah sending out the Dove to 
see if the Deluge had subsided. In the sixth window were the stories of 
Abraham and Isaac, but the only events now intelligible are as follow ; 
— God appearing to Abraham ; Abraham taking Sarah to wife ; Abra- 
ham putting out Hagar, the bondwoman; Abraham journeying to 
Mount Moriah ; and Isaac sending Esau for venison. In the seventh 
window was the history of Joseph, but no more than two subjects are 
now distinguishable, viz. — Joseph*s dream, that the sun, moon, and 
stars, were making obeisance to him ; and Joseph sold by his brethren 
to the Midianites. The eighth window was occupied with various sub- 
jects from the history of the Israelites, but nothing intelligible can now 
be traced. 

The north end of the transept, (which is delineated in Plate II,) 
opens from the chancel by a high pointed arch, having numerous moifld- 
ings rising from light shafls : at the sides are various compartments of 
handsome panneling. The large window in Jesiis Chapel^ which forms 
the extremity of the transept, exhibits some elegant remains of the 
painted glass with which it was once filled. Several of the compart- 
ments were blown out in the time of James the First, when much was 
broken, and the rest was never properly replaced. In the upper large 
compartments were represented in a circle, (the traces of which may 
still be seen^ as shewn in the accompanying print,) the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, placing a crown on the head of the Virgin Mary : around 
them were the angelic choirs praising God on various instruments. In 
one of the upper divisions to the right of the circle, is the Offering of the 
Magi ; and, on the left of it, are Adam and Eve praying in the midst of 
the Infernal Spirits, with our Saviour taking the hand of Adam to lead 
him forth. In other divisions, were, formerly, Christ received into 
Heaven, and St. Michael combating with Satan. 

Besides the above, there were also the figures of Henry the Seventh 
armed and crowned; Elizabeth his Queen; the Princes Arthur and 
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Henry, their sons; Sir Reginald Bray, K.G.; Sir John Savage, and 
Thomas Lovell, Esq. ; all of whom were Henry's privy-counsellors. The 
figures of Prince Henry and Sir Reginald Bray alone remain per- 
fect ; there is likewise the lower part of that of the Queen, but in a re- 
versed position. They were all on their knees, praying; and under 
them was this inscription : Orate pro bono statu nahilissimi et excetten- 
tessimi regis Henrici Septimi ei ElizabetJuB regifUB ac domini Authuri 
principis filii eorundemy nee mm predilectissime consortis sue et suorwn 
trium militum. 

Prince Henry is represented under a canopy of state, richly orna- 
mented with flowing drapery, diversely embroidered. He is kneeling 
on two cushions, tasselled, placed on a ground of small squares, che- 
quered black and yellow. Before him, on a desk or table, covered 
with tapestry, is an open book, on a cushion fringed and tasselled ; on 
the book lies a sceptre. He wears a shirt of mail, but is otherwise in 
compleat plate armour, except an helmet. On the breast of his surcoat, 
are the arms of France and England, quarterly ; and the same arms are 
on his right shoulder : round his neck is a file of three points, argent 
On his head is an open coronet ; from which his hair descends in long 
ringlets. The scabbard of his sword is much ornamented. His spurs 
are very long ; but the points of the rowels are short. The canopy is 
surrounded by angels, sounding musical instruments, as sackbuts, bag- 
pipes, and citterns played on by a small stick, or plectrum. 

Sir Reginald Bray is kneeling on a crimson cushion, under a very 
rich Gothic canopy, or tabernacle, within a niche ; the latter is variously 
ornamented in compartments of a screen-like appearance, blue, yellow, 
and crimson. He is in plate armour, and a shirt of mail, but without 
his helmet. His sword has a richly wrought scabbard, but it is not so 
long as that of Prince Henry : the rowels of his spurs have, long points. 
Before him, on a desk and cushion, fringed and tasselled, is an open 
book: the cushion is embroidered with his name, in Latin. On the 
breast and shoulder of his surcoat, are his arms, viz. arg. a chevr. betw. 
three eagles' legs, sab. erased d la cuisse, Gu. At his back is a richly- 
wrought shrine, or reliquary. 

Each of the above paintings is three feet two inches in height: they 
were engraved by Strutt, for his " Manners, Customs," &c., but that of 
Prince Henry is erroneously called Henry the Seventh. They have 
been engraved also by the late John Carter, who made drawings from 
them on the spot, in the year 1788 : his engravings, coloured like the 
originals, were published in the second volume of his " Ancient Sculp- 
ture and Painting." The Nativity, the Marriage of Canaan, and Christ 
sitting among the Doctors in the Temple, are also included in this 
window; together with other confused pieces now unintelligible. 
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The west window of this Chapel, which consists of nine dirisions, con- 
tains the finest paintings in the Church, with the exception of the two 
figures just described. They are all entire, and include among others, 
the following subjects : the Salutation of Elizabeth ; the Visitation of 
the Angel to Mary ; the Nativity ; the Presentation in the Temple ; the 
Blind restored to Sight ; the Resurrection of Lazarus ; the Multitude-foU 
lowing our Saviour ; and the Last Supper. 

In the Vicar's Chapel at the east end of the north aisle, is a small 
window, which in the year 1820, was elegantly filled up with painted 
and stained glass ; on which is depicted the arms of forty-six benefactors 
to the recent repairs of this Church : below the window is this inscrip- 
tion : — 

Stranger, thoa beholdest here the Armorial bearings of those who 
chiefly aided the Vicar, Henry Card, in restoring the interior of 
^this venerable faliric ; and having done this pious deed, they fur- 
ther consented to his wishes of placing their Arms in this window, 
as commemorative of it. A.D. 1820. 

Among the few remarkable monuments in this structure there is one 
of unquestionable antiquity, but the person whom it represents is un- 
known. It is a mutilated statue of a Knight^ now placed in a recess at 
the north end of Jesus Chapel, whither it was removed, at the com- 
mencement of the late repairs, from a low and simple tomb, or pedestal, 
in the south aisle. Carter, who states that no similar figure had ever 
fallen under his observation, describes it as being arrayed in mail armour 
of the Conqueror's time, having a long surcoat over it. The right hand 
is armed with a battle-axe ; the left holds a circular shield, or target, 
and from under it hangs a sword. The feet have been broken o£P above 
the ankles. In another recess in the same Chapel, is an inscribed stone, 
of a coffin-like form, in memory of Prior Watcher^ who succeeded Aldwin 
in the government of this Monastery: it was dug up in May, 1711^ in 
the Priory garden, about three feet from the church-wall. The inscrip- 
tion is in monkish rhyme, as follows : — 

Fhilosophvs dignvs bonvs Astrology, Lotheringvs, 
Vir pins ac hvmilis, monachrs, Prior hvivs ovilis. 
Hie jacet in cista, Geometricvs ac Abocista, 
Doctor Walchervs ; flet, plebs, dolet vndiqve clervs ; 
Hvic Ivx prima mori dedit Octobris seniori ; 
Vivat vt in ccelis exoret pvis qve fidelis. mcxxxv. 

The monument shewn in Plate III., on the south side of the chancel, 
is that of John KnoUsford^ Esq., who was the proprietor of this Church 
and its demesne, in Queen Elizabeth's reign, as mentioned above. He 
is represented by a recumbent figure, in plate armour : at his side is the 
^^ of his lady, and at their feet is Anne, their eldest of five daughters, 
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by whom this monument was erected : he died on the 23d of November, 

lo99. Various slabs for the ancient family of Lygon, &c and mural 

tablets for more recent interments, are included in the remainii^ sepul* 

chral memorials. In the wall of the south aisle is an enriched circular 

arch, which some have supposed to have been a confessional, but it is ^ 

probably nothing more than a recess once occupied by an ancient tomb. 

In the north transept are two inscribed tables, stating the names of 
the bene&ctors, &c. (with the sums they respectively gave,) of those 
who conp-ibuted to the late repairs: the totals, from the year 1809 to 
1818, amounted to 2fi88L 17«. 

Geryase of Canterbury, .in his MS. Chronicle, as quoted in Tanner*s 
Notida, mentions this Church as dedicated to St. Michael as well as to 
the Virgin; it is likewise .called St. Michael Malvern, in an original 
charter preserved in the British Museum, referred to by the editors of 
the new edition of Dugdale's Monasticon. ^ 

The old Parish Church was dedicated to St. Thomas the Apostle, 
and stood not far from the present Church, at the north-west angle of the 
Chureh-yard. It was ninety feet in lengtli, thirty-six in width ; and had 
one small Chapel to the south. 

Although Great Malvern was a cell to the Abbey of Westminster, 
the Prior and Convent appear .to have acted, in the management of their 
estates, &c. as an independent corporation. 

'* In ancient time,'* remarks Madox, in the Dissertation on Ancient 
Charters and Instruments prefixed to his Formulare.Anglicanum, ^''some 
Demises were madie, which appear pretty singular. Thus Herberty Ab- 
bot of Westminster, granted to the Monks of Malvern^ Manerium de 
Powicd ad Ftrmam, pro xxiiii. librU per annum ; H<bq peeunia per iiii i 

terminos reddendo est, 9cilicety S^c. ; Et tamdiu temaniyqttfimdiu.obediente$ j 

fuerint et sttb/ecti [^nostra'] Matri EccksiiBi et de hdc.obedientid JiddUer 
Mtroierint; - Et illas Consuetudines habeai Abbas y in eodem Manerio^ guas 
habet in omnibus aliis Maneriis gwB similiter sunt ad Eirmam. Ex. Orig. 
Cyrogr. in archiv. S. Petri Westm. 

According to the Population Act of 1821, the Parish of Great Malvern 
contained 313 houses : the number of inhabitants was 1,568 ; of whom 
750 were males, and 818 females* 
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LITTLE MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE ; 

f 
PERPETUAL GURATE, 

THE REV. EDWARD WOODYATT, B.A. 



Little Malvern, a small village about three miles southward from 
Great Malvern, is situated on a woody slope, near the entrance of an 
extensive recess or hollow, in the range of hills of which the Hereford- 
shire Beacon forms such a conspicuous object. According to the return 
made to the Privy Council by Bishop Sandys, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, this parish contained thirty-seven families, but at the present 
time there are fifteen only. The number of inhabitants, as taken under 
the Population ^ct of 1821, was sixty-seven; viz. thirty-three males 
and thirty-four females, most of whom are employed in agriculture. 

In the Anglo-Norman times, this district was little otherwise than an 
umbrageous wilderness, well calculated for privacy and seclusion. Here, 
therefore, about the year 1171, two brothers, named Joceline and Edred, 
founded a small Benedictine Priory, for themselves and a few other 
monks who had separated from the Priory at Worcester, to which this 
cell became subordinate. The new establishment was dedicated to St. 
Giles, and it continued till the dissolution of the lesser monasteries in 
153B, at which period it contained a prior and seven monks. Its pos- 
sessions, which were valued at 98/. per annum, were afterwards granted 
to Richard Andrews and Nicholas Temple. 

The present Church, which is that which belonged to the Priory, was 
built on the site of the more ancient edifice about the year 1482, temp. 
Hen. VII., by the influence of that celebrated prelate and architect, 
John Alcocke, Bishop of Worcester. It wtis originally constructed in 
the form of a cross, having an embattled Tower rising from the centre ; 
but the Transept has long been in ruins and partly destroyed, and the 
other divisions of the building are much dilapidated. From several 
points of view it forms a picturesque and striking object, particularly 
when its pointed windows and rich tracery are seen in combination with 
the mantling ivy that has been suffered to overspread a portion of the 
exterior walls. In descending the hilly road from Ledbury, the eye 
glances over the Tower of the Church, (which appears to rise from thick 
woods), and penetrates into Gloucestershire, the intermediate country 
being finely variegated. The variety of ground and scenery compre- 
hended in this prospect, renders it exceedingly interesting^ Cottle has 
thus noticed the Church in his Poem on Malvern Hills. 
1 



ST. Giles's church, littlb malvern, Worcestershire. 

Joft peeping from a woodj coyeit near 

The Lesser Malvern stands. Sequestered Chnrch ! 

The spot around thee speaks of quietness. 

Down at the mountain's base thou long hast hray'd 

The Temal tempest and December's storms ; 

Yet at this tranquil time most fair thou art. 

The aged oaks around, and towering elms, 

In wild luxuriance spread their stately limbs ; 

And true to friendship, ward each angry blast, 

That, howling through the vaHey, sweeps along 

To thy dark battlements. 

On each side of the upp6r division of the Tower is a handsome 
window, separated into two lights by a mullion, and having a quatrefoil 
and other tracery near the apex. The adjoining walls are wrought into 
tracery, displaying some bold overhanging mouldings. It seems pro- 
bable, from its appearance, that the present roof is far more modem 
than the other parts of the building. 

The interior of the Church (vide Plate II.) is plain and uninviting, 
although indications of former splendor still remain in its vestiges of 
painted glass and armorial blazonry. Some rude seats, witli a few pews, 
or rather boxes, in the Nave, atid some old stalls on each side the 
Chancel, are the inadequate accommodations for its mimerous congre- 
gation during divine service. A wooden screeJi, that has been perforated 
in the Gothic style, in compartments, but is now much broken, separates 
the Nave from the Chancel. Nearly over it, extending from wall to 
wall, is a beautifully-carved beam, exhibiting foliage, finely relieved and 
under-cut. In an angle near the stalls on the north side, is a grotesque 
carving. The east window is ornamented with very elegant tracery, 
dividing it into numerous lights, the principal of which are trefoil-headed: 
quatrefoils and other forms complete the design. In the upper divisions 
are several armorial shields in stained glass; and in the lower com- 
partments are the remains of some figures, which are stated to have been 
portraits of the Queen and part of the family of Edward the Fourth. In 
the pavement are several wrought tiles, on one or two of which the 
same inscription may be traced as that already given in the account of 
Great Malvern Church. The Font, which is of stone, and of an octa- 
gonal form, stands among the pews on the north side of the Nave. 

The sepulchral memorials are principally confined to a few mural 
tablets' of little importance; but there were formerly some monuments 
here of considerable antiquity. Habyngdon says, that in his time, (viz. 
Queen Elizabeth's reign) '< there lay in the south aisle a Knight, or cru- 
sader, all armed saving his face, his right hand on his sword, and his legs 
crossed : on his right hand lay his Lady, with her arms crossed." He 
imagined this latter position to indicate that the lady had accompanied 
her husband, in his military-religious pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

The Church is a perpetual curacy. The living is in the gift of Mrs. 

Wakeman, of Little Malvern, who is a Roman Catholic, and therefore 

incapable of presenting ; she has, however, the nomination to the living, 

and the presentation is made by the Right Hon. the Earl Somers. 
2 
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